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TO THE READER. 



THE great indulgence the following Letters 
have experienced from a generous Public, 
demand the AUTHOR'S moft warm and 
grateful Acknowledgments ; who feels himfelf 
happy in having the opportunity to thank 
the numerous patronizers of his Labours. 

It were needlefs to offer an Apology, after 
the candid reception the Work has been fa- 
voured with ; yet, as many will perufe this 
Edition, who had not the opportunity of in- 
fpecting the former, it is neceffary to mention, 
that at the Time of inditing they were not 
intended for the Prefs, nor would they have 
been prefented to the Public, but from re- 
peated folicitation. — ^Importunity prevailed. — ^ 
The recital of the various Occurrences, and 
momentous Events, as they were written and 
felt amidft all the rage of War, Hurry, and Con- 
fufion, made their firft appearance at Liverpool 

in 






vi tothereIder. 

lA I7^4> and experienced a fuccefsful a»d ra- 
pid Sale, notwithftanding their want of that 
deganoe of Diftion, which work? of labour 
2Xid Jludy are embellilhed with. 

This teftimony of Public Approbation 
has induced the AUTHOR (the firft Writer^ 
and who haa not borrowed or copied from 
Other Publications) to continue them in their 
Original Stile ^ and to fubmit this Edition to 
the Candour of his Readers; who/ it is 
lioped^ *dll overloqk mj inaccUrmss they 
may meet with, efpecially when they confidtr, 
that a Soldier -s bufinefi is Discipline, and not 
i-iTEHARY Fame, 
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LETTER I. 

Gibraltar. 1779 
Dear Brother, 

J SHOULD think myfelf wanting in afFcaion 

and gratitude did I not favour you \f ith 

the jparticulars of evey thing defcrving notice, 

during the apprdaching fiege } but Kom the 

duty 



; THESIEGEOF 

« 

1 779 duty of a foldier, (being moftly tinder arms, 
Sq)t* or with working parties,) many matters of a 
trifling nature, probably may efcape my know- 
ledge } do not therefore expeft this Journal to 
be elaborately filled with trivial daily occur- 
rences, but depend upon receiving a full ac- 
count of every tranfadion of a public nature ; 
fuch as- the canemy's motions j fiithgls, v^flfels 
engaged, taken, efcaped, failed, arrived, bat- 
teries erefted, deftroyed, &c. &c. 
1 2th. A council of war being held ycfterday at the 
Convent J at which the neld officers and naval 
commanders' ailifted^ it w%is rl^lVed unani- 
moufly to commence a cannonade on the S/^- 
nijb works ; and accordingly this morning, 
(having previoufly withdrawn our advanced 
guards from Bay Side^ and Forbes^s) we opened 
our batteries OB the enemy, begiitfling aft Rod 
Gufty d6wn torthe Mole Heady employing^ evei^ 
piece of ordnance that could poffibly bear upon 
them. An officer's lady,* whom curiofity had 
excited to our batteries^ was encouraged to 
difcharge the firft gun ; and having taken a 
lighted match, (with an intrepidity not pecu- 
liar to the fex) General Eliott pronounced, in a 
true heroic ffile, '^ Britons ftrike home," and 
immediately every battery and angle bellowed 
with rage, and vomited forth the m'oft tre- 
mendous flames. 

At the firfl: difcharge our fliot dropped fliort> 
to that theiF advanced guards had time to ef- 
cape to their lines, and'their precipitate retreat 

almpft 

♦ The Lady of Lieut. Skinaer, Engineer. 
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almo&occafiotied a general laugh, to view die 1779 * 

Z^o^j' tumbling one over another asi they fled Septw 

from the ihowei^s of ihot* When the enemy 

had reached their U nes, we gave more elevation. 

to our. guns, and Fort Rarbara and St. PhU 

l^pe received 9^ heavy cannonade, nor wer^ 

any part of the Sfanijh lines neglefted* As i 

came up the ftreet about two hours after, from ^ 

Waterpartx (having, been the preceding day andu 

night on duty at'Aat poft) I could not but re*« 

mark the timidity and fearful apprehenfion 

jnfhired 6a the countenance of uie inhabit 

tants, as they minutely expeAed a furious re^ 

turn from the enemy. The Jews and Jeweffit' 

exhibited the moil d^fcriptive amazement; 

tenrorhad taken fuch poffi^on of their mindly 

that they fought ibelcer at the fouthward^ leav^: 

ing thdr homes and effeds, (except fuch asi 

wei?e of convenient carriage) expofed to the 

dangers that muit'have enfued, had the enemy 

<^)ened upon the town. About four in the ^^ 

tetpKKm we began to throw fliells * into theii> 

forts, and the enemy, who had fecured fome 

indifferent retreat from our ihot, now found 

themielves nooft inconveniently annoyed, as 

we often perceived that their guards and par-^ 

ties were thrown into diforder. 

A* heavy and inccffant fire all night. The 13th. 
enemy appear ta be in motion ; and our ex* 
pedations lead us to imagine) that, about noon 

they 

•t'A-rottnd piece of caft iron, fomc of 8 and a Mf» 
10 and 23 inches diameter, hollow in the infide, hf which 
they are charged, and a fuze drove in at the i^outh, of 
dt£[erent le|>gthsr according to the diftance tte ihell is in* 
tended to be difcharged. When the fuz£ bums to the 
pow^eri tbe (bell immediately burlU witH great fury. 






y 
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1779 they win return the compliment. The fear- 
Sept, ful inhabitants, who fhdtered at the foutfaward, 
* 13th. cannot be perfuaded to return, but feem hap- 
py in their minds, that they are out of the 
reach of the foe. It was obfervcd to-day that 
their fbrtshave received fbme dasiage from 
our firings. 

The enemy have not made a return. The 
iineafincis of the people ieem leis predomi- 
nant, and fome have ventured to return to 
their habitations in town. The foe are very 
buiy ; they are encamped at the foot of Santa 
Roque^ to a great number, with fome fqua- 
drons of horfe ; they appear to be about 
16,000 men, including die Catalan troops; 
they are beginning to carry faicines * and ga- 
bions f to their lines, fo that it is beyond dif- 
pute they mean to return the fire. When wc. 
firft received the account, (June 21 ft) from 
Gen. Mendazaj commandant at Santa Roque, of 
the commencement of hoftilities between their 
Catholic and Britannic majefiies, it occafioneda 
general rumour inthcgarrifon ; the Governor 
and principal officers aJOfembled on the Grand- 
Parade^ and every tongue was employed in de- 
livering their opinions. Our advanced guards 
and lines were reinforced, and detachments 
of the piquets fent to the weakeft places, as 
we concludccMthat the enemy would endea- 
vour to furprife the place. 

Hoftilities 

♦ Wood cut from trees, and bound in bundles, or 
noop ftjcks well foaked in water, 

\ Piec%^ of timber, bound with iron hoops, like a cafk, 
and the inci^fed part, when placed on a battery, is filled 
with earth. 
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Hoftilities being thus commenced, General 1779 
Eliottj with the aSvice of the naval comman- Sept*., 
defy ifiued letters of marque to feveral. priva- 
teers in this Port, who immediately went out 
and captured fome fhiall prizes with wine, 
brandy, and other neceffaries, that probably 
may be much wanted. On the 26th of July, 
Admiral Don Barcello^ with two line of battle 
ihips, two frigates, one xebec, and feveral gal- 
lies, anchored oflF Ckbritta Pointy to keep the 
Port blockaded. Our cruizers were under the 
neceffity of returning to the bay, and are now 
laid up, as the enemy are ever watchful of 
their motions, and our force is too weak to 
offer an- oppofition. It is currently reported 
that Spain* s intention is to oblige us, to lurren- 
der Ijy famine ; you may therefore conclude, 
that while the enemy remain mafters of the 
Straits, our fituation will be exceedingly difa- 
greeable, and we fliall be greatly neceffitated 
iot refreflmient. 

Our Governor is indefatigable in improving 
the. works, particularly thofe on the heights 
of the bill, which are moft convenient to an- 
noy the enemy, and prevent their approaches. 

The enemy are very affiduous ; many work- 20th. 

Hng parties employed, but we cannot form any 

judgment of what they are doing. This day 

a fettee,^ that feemly ftood for the bay, 

(wind Weft) was conducted by Admiral 

£arcello*s cruizers to Algaziras : This 

circumftance makes us rather uneafy, ss we 
are apprehenfivc that many more, will fhare 
the fame fate. This day a ferjeant and a Ha- 

'-^ " B noverian 



• A Market Boat. 
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1779 ivdrerkm private, AtSertoi^ xiotv^thfiiauSing 
Sept* our ihot they efcaped to tke Spani£b Un^. 
30th. The enemy are quiet, but eentimie a Ibfdrp 
look out in the Gut. Tbis day .Admiral Bm'r 
€^Uo*% &ip was dreffed with a variety of oolounsif 
and a &Ivo fired« He rides moftmagnifipcotlyt 
esculting over a people fhut up Hke pontery m 
a coop. Heis ib vain, audio prepoQe&d;^di 
the prefpe<ft of our capitulads)^, that he haf 
ordered each officer under his conmiandt t9 
W€ar the key of the Straits, wpith. a rihfe^ 
pendent from the breaft. We may tx^tSk ihi 
tit^t month wffl furni& mo£e importajnt inr 
'teUigence. Whatever happois (if I ftjrvive^ 
you may depend iXpon receiving a minute a^ 
circumftantial accoimt, £Dom 

Totals affe^hnakly.^ 



LETTER 11. 

Dear Brother, 

^779 "T?^^ diftant from every endearing friend, 
Oa. 9. ^ and the ibcial joys of fellowflxxp, I a^aifi 
take my pen to wnte to you. NotlxiRg ma- 
terial has happened fince my laft. Tiie enemy 
are exceedingly affiduous at wori^ and we ar/e 
conflantly playing upon their parties, witl^ can- 
non. Admiral Barcelloj with the ftri^^ *yi- 
gihnce, watches the Gut, and £tHne of I^ 
cruizers arc moftly ftretching from C^«. to 
Cabritta Pointy to guard the Offing. We have 
not received any fupplies or intelligence, nor 

have 
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havi we dbferved a fliip^ boat, or fettee, from 1779 
Eafi; t^ Vft&i endeavour to make the Porti Oft. 94 
Every thifl^ |» Setting to fo exorbitant a price^ 
that it i^ almim impoffible for a perfon of » 
moderate income to purchafd^ what is- requUit& 
for &4aiaace. 

• Ihki^Y^ * twenty-four pounder was drag- 
ed up the face of the Rock to MidJbipnunCs look* ^ 
^iOy or Rock^un ; the labour and danger at- 
tending: it is not to be conceived, in the con- 
veyance over the rugged Rock^ to a height of 
1357 f«t. 

The- Enemy* s f^ce now conjtjts of 





4 


AT ALGAZIRAS, 






I fhip 
J frigate 


70 
3^ 


700 
300 


1 

I xebec 
I dino 


guns. 
28 


fficnm 
250 

200r 






AT CEUTA, 






1 flMp 
I frigate 
I xebec 


60 

2& 


600 
250 
200. 


1 xebec 
I ditto 


20 
14 


180 

8a 




CONSTANTLY CRUI2INC 


» • 
'9 




I X€^ 16 

6 half-galteys" 


ICO 

240 
1000 


6 quarter galleys 
20 armed boats 


4SO 

300. 
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1779' Laft night the enemy were cxceifivdy haf d 
Odt. - at work, our batteries poured upon them a 
20th. liberal diftributicMi of Ihells, notwithftanding 
which, they completed their operati<^ns, and 
this morning exhibited to our view three new 
batteries, two of fourteen, and one of (even 
guns, cbnftrufted for playing upen. our lines 
2X. Lamport 2Xid WatcrporU ' ; 

30th. No propped: of relief. We begin to tiiink 
Britain has forgot that fuch people are in ex- 
iftence* The enemy are quiet, but exceed- 
ing watchful, and labour much at their ap* 
proaches. We cannot form any judgment of 
what they are doitig. Our batteries continue 
the cannonade. 

This day the Peace and Renty privateer, 
being chafed to the eaftward by a frigate and 
two row gallies, wind at S. E. was unforhi* 
nately df iven aihore between the J)evtP.s Tower 
and Fort Barbara. Our batteries commenced 
a brilk cannonade on the Fort, and difmount- 
ed feveral of their guns, but notwithftandiag, 
the enemy poural mro her a prodigious quan- 
tity of fo\ind and grape fliot. The boatfwain 
had his right thigh mot off, and died foon 
after. The captain finding it impoffible to get 
her off the bed of fand where flie had run 
aground^ afid grape fiiot pouring in a conti- 
nual fliower from the enemy's batteries, he 
und^the crew (having taken out a few things) 
abandoned her, and came in at Lahdport. She 
was detached by General Murray^ from M/- 
7iorca^ to vicv/ our fituation, and to learn \( 
any fupplies were come from England. She 
had taken- feveral prizes to the eaftward, and 

relates 
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relates that the troops at Minorca are in good 1779 
health, and want nothing but clothing. Oft. 

Fort Barbara kept all night a fire upon the 3ift% 
unfortunate privateer, her hull and rigging is 
fb greatly fhattered, that flie will never be fit 
for fca again. The enemy, feem to be making 
preparations for a vigorous attack ; they have 
begun fdnning feveral bomb batteries. Our . 
fire is without intermifficn. Several of our 
howitzer * fliclls fell r.mong their working 
parties, and killed a great number. General . 
Elioft continues to increafe the fortifications ; 
and working parties from each regiment in 
the garrifon, are employed in erefting traver- 
fes f in different parts of the ftreets to flielter 
the troops and inhabitants from the enemy's 
£hot. We have not received any fupplies ei- 
ther from England^ Portugal^ Tangier^ Tefitan^ 
or Minorca^ nor has a fliip appeared Handing 
for the Bay but the Peace and Plenty. The 
Spaniih cruizers keep hovering in the OfEng. 
We wait the arrival of a fleet with impatience.. 



Tourf lye* 



* A ^rcce of ordnance mounted on a carriage like 3 
cannon, which difcharges ftiells in any diredion. 

-f* Ca/ks filled with eartli, placed three deep, and at 
fufficient height to cover tlie head* 



\ 
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LETTER HI. 

Bear B&oth£k> 

Nov. I . '^ the privateer which run aground the 30th 
uk» and in a few hours ihe was confunied* 
The e^^emy cpn^nue to wor^, and we conti* 
nue to fire* Plrovifion is getting es^ravag^int- 
ly ^tzx and fierce : fiih and floyr ai^ the <:hief 
fuppcurt of the inhabitant^. A &iaU firing of 
fifli, abo^t the iize of a large forat, dght in 
niun}^r, cpft upwai*ds of two Ihilling) Engliih. 

This day the bakers fiiut their cK>orS:| and 
delivered their bread through a wicket, pro** 
tect^ by a guard, ?s the croyrd3 ^ere ib prefer 
ing, they were vender t^e appreheiifion of their 
houfes being pulled down ; ibc 4^^ they 
have in hand will npt laft, according to com- 
putation, more thu two months. Antonio 
Smilie (a noted Genoefe baker) aflured me, he 
had only eighteen barrels of flour to ferve 
himfelf, family, and the public. The Governor 
has ordered them to bake but a fiipulated 
quantity daily, which is npt half the fup^y 
required by the garrifon. 

It is really grievous to fee the fighting of the 
people for a moriel of bread, at a price not to 
be credited by thofe who never knew the 
hardlhip of a fiege* Men wreftling, women 

intreating, 

X An iron cafe with four holes in it, to let out the 
flames, about the lize of a bomb (hell, charged with com- 
budihlcs for fettiiig houfes and flups on Rre, difchargcd 
out of mortars. 
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iiVfreati^, aitd ch^i^^ **yi^g> ^ j^^fff^^ of 1779 
all laii^sbag^s pifceottfly poUrkig fbrth thteir Nov* 
comj^lairh^. the tear df ISia&hMy is copioufly 
ffited, ittd cofiStoiferatibh mutUdUy exchanged. 
WMt a fiiiatioh ! wfeetc huittanity is depriv- 
ed of the al^ty t6 alleviate the iiinuiHerabte 
waiits of old sfchd young. When Out diCtrefles 
will dt^i time Hoht cm un6^d. 

Many of the women and eh^dren returned 
iroih the Mker's this morning, without being 
able to procure the fmalleft relief, and thofc 
who did, obtained it by ft)rcing the timid and 
weaker part of the applicants away. A foldier 
is ftriftly forbidden to attend the delivery, ex- 
cept when ordered there on duty ; fo that his 
family muft be fubfifted on his very fcanty aU 
lowance, if his wife or children fhould not be 
fortunate to get a loaf, which in our prefent 
£tuatioil is an agonizing difficulty. The bre^ 
is mad6 from wheat ground without lifting, 
oatmeal, and ground peafc ; and when baked 
refemWes a bnck bat. For one of thefe fmall 
lolve^ (bad and gritty as they are, and in iize 
not bigger than a halfpenny roll) we muft pay 
an En^ih flimmg. 

lliis day arrived a Spanifli two-decker from 6th. 
the Weft, and anchored between Gabritta and 
the battery at Algizaras, Several fmall craft 
alib arrived* 

Tlie dnemv are quiet, but bufily employecl 
at work at their bomb batteries. This after* 
ndon a Spaniih frigate failed from Aigaziras to 
Cetitai 

This morning we obferved the enemy had 
recalled their working parties from the lines, 
and tliat they were forming fortifications, ei:* 

tending 
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1 779 tending from Fort St. PbiUifpe to PaUa Negr9^ 
Nov. as a defence and cover for their camp ; thk 
gives us the alluring hope, that they have ibme 
intimation of our fleet being at iea. Our bat- 
teries are not idle, but keep a well direded 
fire on their forts and late ^)proaches. 

The calls of duty prevent my further wri- 
ting. Excufe all inaccuracies, and believe that 
I mall always remain, 

AffeSlmately yours ^ &V. 



9ih. 



LETTER IV. 

Gibraltar. 



Dear Brother, 



SEVERAL days more elapfed amidft expec- 
tation and firing, but no profpeft of relief. 
The merchants are getting money apace ; for 
every article they fell they charge their own 
price. O ye winds be propitious, and quicldy 
waft our floating caftles l;o our relief ! Hafte 
and favc us from hunger, mifery, and death! 

The enemy continue their works on the 
fliorc, ajid have forwarded a battery near the 
guard hd|^fe, on the right of S/. Phillippe. Our 
fire from the batteries has flackened, as the 
enemy do not appear very numerous in their 
lines. 
1 2th. Laft night came in two deferters from the 
enemy's * Walloon guards, with their arms, &c. 
they aflert that the enemy have one thoufand 

pieces 

• • 

• The King of Spain*s Body Guards. 
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pieces of cannon and mprtars in their lines, and 17^9 
only wait an order from the court of Madrid Nov. 
to nre, that their magazines are full of pow« 
der, and that a reinforcement of French 
troops are hourly expeded. They are lodged 
at his Excellency's houfe, and I do not doubt ; 
but their intelligence will prove advantageous 
to the operations of our works. They were 
condufted by the quarter-mafter general to 
Willis^Sj and the upper batteries, from which a. 
proper view can be taken of the enemy*s 
works. 

Wind N. W. This morning we were led 1 4th. 
to believe that our fleet was near at hand : the 
Spanifh watch-towers hung out fignal-colours, 
and the battery at Cabritia Point fired a gun 
for their cruizers to get under weigh. A pri- 
vateer was foon difcovered ftandmg for the 
bay, under all the fail flie could croud ; the 
g^n-boats bore down upon, and fired brifkly 
into her, which flie returned as fpiritcdly : 
two frigates having flipped anchor, ftretched 
acrofs from Cabritta to intercept her ; having 
got within long gun fhot, they fired tv/o or 
three broadfides ; the cutter then tacked and 
ftood for the Barbary fhore ; the frigates fol- 
lowed, and foon drove to leeward ; flie then 
tacked and ftood again for the garrifon, when 
a third frigate ana a xebec pufhed out, and 
likewife dropped to leeward, while the cutter 
kept her courfe : Admiral Bar cello then hove 
too under Cabritta^ with an intent to keep thq 
windward gage : the bravadoing, bluftering, - 
and vigilant Barcello^ in the S/. yean Baptijle of . 
70 guns, eagerly bore down, and having got 
w^ithin half cannon flxot, poured into h^r his 

whole 
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1779 whole .bfoadfide, which tli6 cuttcf returned;. 
Nov. he then made fignal for the guh-boat$ and 
14th. gallies to board, but inHhen they had rowed 
pretty near, the hardy crew gaire thcttt futh 
a warm reception, that they were compelled 
to retire. The Spanifli admiral hivifig fallen to 
leeward, endeavoured to work up again, but 
not being able, on account bf the frcm bree2:e 
at N. W. waii, to his no fmall mortification, 
tinder the neceffity of goin^ to the eaftward, 
with the remainder of his cruifcers. Sht 
proves to be the Buck of Foll^oney Captain 
Fagg^ in nineteen days from England. On his 
dropping anchor at New Mok^ the numerous 
fpe^tors from the batteries and walls, gave 
him three cheers, and the Genera! on his land- 
ing paid him the higheft commendation for 
his conduct and bravery. — ^The feamcn relate 
a humourous account of Captain Fogg. 

Arrived a fettee with thirty-eight bullocks 
from Tangier ; two others Were taken by th# 
enemy's gun-boats, one of which had a packet 
for the garrifon ; they were kept fo long on 
board before they could get in, that they 
were rtearly perilhed : their fleflr, when killed, 
was like a jelly, and fold for three rials * and 
eight quarts per pound. 

The wind having fliifted. Admiral Barcelh 
and his fquadron returned to their ftation : 
they keep a iharp look out from Cabritta^ be- 
ing determined not to be beat again m fo 
ihameful a manner. 

This 

* A tis^ is a piece of Spaniflr coin, Gibraltar curren. 
cjf ei{h^pellce vftliMy equal to four-pence thiee farthings 
Acrling. A quart is a Spanifli half^penny, forty of which 
is glfm la change lor an Englilh (lulling. 
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This day four Portuguefe who were iMrivately 1 779 
cjifpafidbcd by th£> Oovernor to fetch a packet Not. 
firom F^o^ returned i&& ; they had a finaU 24th. 
boat whidb the Meors permitted them to carry 
on Camels over rocjb and mountains, and 
haying h»nched it in a creek under Apes Hitlj 
they ftole over in the night. We flatter our- 
felves there is good news, as the General and 
prindpat officers appeared to be in high fpirits. 

This morning came in a deferter from the 3otIu 
enemy, and this evening another ; they both* 
bdbnged to the Walloon guards, and brought 
their arms with them : the latter was purfued 
by three horfemen, and would have been taken, 
lud not our people been very alert 2tWilJis% in 
poTiring in grape * ihot upon the purfuers; 

The enemy are bringing down great quan- Det. i . 
titles of facines to the lines, and are again 
Ubouring at their advanced works, but do not 
feem difpofed to turn oUt fire. Laft night came 
in two diferters from the Walloon Guards ; 
tliey report that the enemy are not to fire while 
they can keep the place blockaded, as General 
Alvar^ is confident that famine will oblige us 
tofurrender. We are certainly greatly diftreffed 
for want of frefli provifion and vegetables.— 
Salt meat, which is fold for two rials, and 
two and a half per pound, is difiicult to be 
procured. Yefterday a baker was otdiged to 
&ut up, not having flour fufiident for his fa- 
mily for one month. Appearances are rather 
dreadful. God grant that a fleet may foon 
arrive, or the confequences will be truly 
dreadful. Came 

* Shot of a pound and a half, and two pound weight, a 
number of them put in a tin cafe, and &eJ, which fcul- 
tex;!i O. the difcharge many yards. 
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1 779 Came in a dcferter from the Wafloon guards. 

Dec 8. He was clofely purfued by two horfemen, but 
our batteries made them retreat. He fiiys, 
that the Spanifh army are much diftrefled in 
' camp for frefli water, and that a great many 
die of the flux, occaiioned by drinking of the 
ialt fprings. 

1 4tli, This morning we perceived two men run out 
of the Spanifh lines, and prefently after two 
. horfemen followed, and having overtaken 
•them, they killed one on the fpot, and fe- 
cured the other, notwithftanding our fire.*^ — 
Laft night deferted two Hanoverians of De la 
Matters regiment. They efcaped to the enemy 
from Europa Advance Guards by means of a 
rope ladder, which was accidentally left by the 
King's workmen. 

15th. Inis morning the enemy executed the de- 
ferter they took yefterday. All their regiments 
were under arms. 

1 9th. Garrifon orders this day were as follow : 

<« Uo gun to he fired from any of the batteries at 
the enemy* 5 fhips^ when tlye dijiance requires more 
than fix degr€es elevation^ unlefs fuch Jbips are en- 
gaging^ or in chafe. Any Captain of the Royat 
Artillery^ who may happen to be prefent on fuch oc-^ 
cqfions^ will give his advice in the management of 
the guns, which the officers commanding guards will 
be jufiified in following^ 

21ft. Laft night failed the Buck privateer for 

Mahony wind S. W. 
27th. This day the enemy began a fire upon our 

outward works. They obliged the garrifcfiv 

gardeners. 






I 
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gardeners, wlio work on the ifthmus, or 17791 
neck of land (termed the neutral ground) to Dec 
retire. Several - Gemefe fifhermen, who were 27. 
draggingnetr at the fea fide, was alfo under 
the necdaiiy of retreating, leaving their nets, 
lines, and tackle, on the beach- A twenty-fiz 
pound Ihot fell af tlie north angle of Prince's 
lines ; the centinel narrowly efcaped, I'hc 
eiiemy arc very bufy — their approaches arc 
in great forwardne&, but are all niaiked ; their 
bomb batteries appear to have no ordnance 
moimted, nor has it been obfervedthat any 
number of men have been employed there for 
fome time paft, Wc conjefture that thia 
day is only a preface, or introduction to the 
grand difplay, and that the long boafted ex* 
hibitions are nearly ready for performance. 

The enemy laft night xieftroyed great part 28 th. 
of our gardens, and took away lines, &c. that 
our fifliermen left when they made their re- 
treat yefterday. Came in a fmall boat from 
Tangier^ with goats, fowls, and eggs : flie im- 
mediately ran in under cover of the night. 
The goats fold for ten * cobbs per head ; fowls 
three f dollars fix rials per couple ; ' eggs, fix 
rials per dozen. Alfo came in three deferters 
from the Walloon guards. It is currently re- 
ported that the intelligence they bring is not 
altogether favourable to our wilhes. We 
hope the fleet will fliortly arrive, and that wc 

may 

r < 

• A Spanifh dollar, value four fhilHpgs and etgbt 
pence fterling at Gibraltar, is called a dollar and a halti 
or 12 rials, but is of no more value. 

t Eight rials each, Gibraltar currency. 



/ 



& 



2^ THE^S^EGlOI? 



YTTS)^ i^^y ^ ^liablecb ta give tbe edemy a Briti& 
J>BC. recejptkxct whenever tkey attack ckix Isralls* 
^30• Tne enemx continue tbelflbdkade^ but keep 
conftandy at work ; their pairties are very ni:^-^ 
saerouSy but we cannot make them defift ; they 
have broken down all their ftone guai^d^houfes^ 
and feem to be converting them into works- of 
arnioyance. We may expeft that the enfmng 
year w3Lbc fertile: with intelligence, and that 
we ihali br aUe. to give a more defcriptive ac- 
count oi their approaches* 

It is reafiy vexing and moftifying to vietv" 
the Spanifithills mid heighis^ covered with 
catde^ while we can fcarce pcoicure a piece of 
fiik beef, and that at a pdce^ which^ when 
toUy carries with xt the^ face o£ improbabilky^ 

i am^ dear Broiber^ 



•*r 
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L E T T E R V. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brothibr, 

• s 

4 

1780. T AGAIN take the pen to writf, though I 
Jan. 7. A aflSire: you, oinr mqft fanguine hope feema 
entirely loft. Lafi night came in two deferters 
o£ the WaHoon guards ; from the accounts 
they bring, we expeft to have many more 
months to fuffer ; they fay that the Spaniards 
engaged our fleet off Cape Ftnifler^, that die 
En^ffi were defeated, and a great many fliips 
captured. Yeftcrday arrived lome frelh troops 

in 
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in thtfiirawp, a3;i4t)iis.afterni00xi^ afinanboat 1780. 
t^ made a puA^ i^or tbc ^^rrUw, was taken Jan. 7. 
i^ CaffrJfta faint ; it is not unprqbable t]ut ibf 
was detached with intelligence £ot this flact^ 
as Oif»di4 iK>t appear to l^. deeply laden. 

A Nfapqlitaft pQlacre, laden with barley, 8th. 
l^jWif^ approached within the reach oSEurofa 
giy}^^ ^e difc^rgcd a few ihot at her, and 
qhtigied her to come in ; ihe will aJOford ns 
ibfifi^ reW :''»^Admiral Barc^llo made a fi^^ial 
loj^pij^di^t^dy for a frigate and a xebec to 
cp\i7^: 19 the eaftwa^d--ii<hey paflisd by within 
^ng gun ihot of the garrifon^ 

^yoral random imt from the enemy, but' 1 1 thu 
no material damage done ; they feem to have 
4 gre^it inclination to begin the work.-^We 
ke^p ^ moderate fire upon their parties and 

WO]^. 

The enemy continue to fijre occafionally— a 1 2th. 
fhoX fU*Uc)c: the parapet of the Old. Mole — z, 26 
pound ihot (the fim fired into the garrifon) 
went through the roof of Mr* ^uartirCs houfe, 
and. drove a fplivter into a ladps heel * who 
waS: wattdng in the ftreetj. — another went 
ttuiQugh a centry box in Lawf^ort covered-way : 
A mule belonging to the waggons employed 
to bring fipne from the D^vtPs. Tower^ was 
lajpfiftd: by their firing : -and the enemy, in an 
unpFecedentcd manner, iiihumanly fired at a 
^^rgy man, performing the funeral ceremony 
oyer the body of a deceaied ibldier. 

Tlii^ day the Field Ofiicers commanding 13th. 
corps, aflembled at Colonel Ro/s's quarters, to 
take into confideration the prefent fituation of 
the garrifon provifions ; when it was ordered 

that 

* Mrs. Hamilton. ^ 
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1780. that the foldiers ration flicmld be ihortenedj 

Jan. viz. half-pound beef, qUarter-poutid pork, and 

one pint peafe per week, deducted from each 

man s allowance. 

1 5th. Our fituation every day appears^ more alarm- 

ing, there being a fcarcity of almoft every 

thing in the garrifon — ^fire-wood a cob per 

hundred ; flour five rials per pound ; no frefli 

meat except an old cow, or worn-out ox, 

(only one perhaps killed in a month) which is 

fold at four and a half and five rials per 

pound ; fowls twenty to twenty-four, rials 

,each; a goofe ten dollars ; a turkey twenty 

dollars; eggs a cob the dozen; and every 

other neccffary in proportion. 

This morning a foldier deferted from the 
hack of the Rock, where he was with a party 
cutting buflies. We fired many fliots at him, 
but all were ineflfeftual. 

This afternoon, wind S. W. an Englifh brig 
appeared in the Ofiing ; flie was chafed by a 
xebec and feyeral galhes, but fortunately got 
fafe into New Mole : She brings the joyful 
and happy intelUgehce of a fleet being within 
twenty-four hours fale of the garrifon, with 
fuccours. 

It is almoft beyond the power o£ words t6 
defcribe the general jdy which pervaded f he 
foldiery as wdl as the inhabitants upon this 
gladdening intelligence — even avarice and ex"- 
tortion feem to paufe from their iniquities^ and 
^ to participate the pleafure inlpired by our 
hopes. 

/ am J ^o 

r 

■ w 

LETTER* 
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L E T T E R VI. 

Gibraltan 
Dear Brother, 

THE garrifon are all on the wing :— the 1780 
found of the fleet is all that is to be heard, Jan. 1 6 
and every rock and hill re-echoes the blilsful 
tidings. AfFecHon ftretches forward and anti- 
cipates the pieafures of knowing the tender 
communications of diftant friends and feperat- 
ed kindred. This morning flour fold for fix- 
pence per pound, which was fome time pafl 
two flulCngs, and a great favour to obtain it 
at that pfrice ; the fhops that were fhut up, 
.are now opened, and adorned with bread, 
bifcuit, ruik, &c. The garrifon appears in an 
ientire ftate of joyful commotion, and the peo- 
viJt are fo bufy purchafing eatables, that it 
brings to my remembrance the feflive fairs in 
Britain. The efiemy halve hung out fignal- 
colours from the watdi-towers ; not a fhip nor 
cruizer on the oppofite fide attempts to move. 
I believe ihe fcene is changed witnout, as well 
as within the walls. Batcetlo muft feel, with 
inexpreffible pangs, this fudden fir oke that 
yot^ hitn of me hope of conqudl, and com- 
Inm to vtew the Britifh enfigns that bid 
iance to Anddlujta^s fhore. * 

G^tne in a deferter from the Walloon 
guards. Intelligence not pnbKckly known; ^ 

£afi night arrived (unnu>lfified) a brig laden 1 7th. 
with flour ; £he left the Bi^tifh convoy* two 
^^y^fince, aiid brings word, that they haine 
taken a Spaniih convoy gf ofi« jQiipof the 
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1780 line, five frigates, and twenty-four fail of 

Jan. tranfports, bound from Bilboa to Cadiz. We 
hotBrlyisvait their arrival According to the 
border of the 13th inftant, our ration was 
ilopped. 

18th. This morning came in the AppoUo frigate. 
She brings the intelligence that feveral Spanifli 
men of war got imder fail from Cadiz^ to en- 
•gage our fleet, that the Britifh were viftorious, 
and that the enemy had one fliip funk, one 
-blown up, one ftranded, and four captured, 
glorious news! — Received half. a. pint of rice in 
lieu of peafe. 

15th. Laft night two Englifh men of war arrived, 
^nd confirm the news above. About fix this 
jnoming came in, the Phc^nix^ a Spanijh 80 gun 
ihip, commanded by Admiral Don Langara^ 
who received a wound in his groin during the 
engagement : flie loft her main top-maft and 
other rigging during the action* . The Britifh 
fleet having flood too near ^to the Barbary 
. ihore, -over-fliot the bay, and drove to eaft- 
ward* in the night, and it is probable it will 
•be two or three days before they can work 
up. The Spaaiiih Admii:al came afliore ^this 
evening. 

21ft. WindE. Camerih three Spanifli 70 gun 
ihips, one a Commodore, alfo the Guij^ofcoanoj 
a 64, tab)n with the Bdboa convoy, and a 
.jgreat part of our fleet; they are fo -thick I 
cannot number them with ^any precifion* 
About dcyen this forenoon came in the Prince 
Georgiy coimnaiided bf Admiral Digby^ with 
.Prince WiKam Hewy on bpard. AdiTj^alf 
Rodney and Rofs are flanding for the Ilock. 
Our ibipping have taken to the eaflward two 

xebecs, 
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^sebecs, and a great many fettees boiind for fiySo 
the camp of St. Roque. Prince William Henry Jan. 
landed, accompanied by the Admiral; the 21& 
Governor received them with the warmeft en- 
comiums, and the garrifon and (hipping per- 
formed a lalute. 

The Spanifh fquadron, commanded by Ad- 
miral Don Juan de Langara^ Gefe de Efquadra^ 
which Admiral Rodney fell in with o£F St. 
Marfs^ are as follow : 
Phoenix*, 80 guns.'i 

Diligentc, 7000. / Taken and brought 
Monarca, 70 do* f in here. 
Princefla, 70 do. 3 
St. Domingo, 70 do. blown up. 
St. Eugenio, 70 do. taken, then abandoned 
St. Juhan, 70 do. ftranded. 
St. Lorenzo, 70 do. '^ 
St. Auguftin, 70 do. / j./u.„j 
Santa RofaUa, 26 do. f ^^^P^^- 
Santa Cecilia, 28 do. j 

Laft night, about eleven o'clock, the Ter- sad. 
rible man of war, and four other Ihips, being 
drove by the rapidity of the current, near the 
enemy's forts Phillipe and Negroy they beat to 
arms in their camp, and made a po&tion of 
defence \ they fired 157 fliot and 7 fliells, but 
did ao other damage than killing a Spanifh 
prifbner on board the Terrible. This day the 
Spanifh Commodore landed. 

Wind W. Took a fettee goine to Ceuta. 23d. 

This day the troops received -oieir beef and 24th. 
pork, flopped lafl week. All h^od^ at work 
unloading the fhipping — Several cranes have 
been creded from South-port to the New 
Mole. 

C a- The 
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1780* The enemy iHis ntolming fired two fliof to- 
Jtin. wards - the garrifoh, one grazed North line- 
25th* wall guard-noufe. About eight this morning, 
a dorpOfal and five private men of the Wal- 
loons who miwib' a pufli- for the garrifon, were 
purfued by a party of horfe and foot, more 
than half way acrofs the ifthrti«6-*-two of the 
men they knocked' down with the butts of 
their firelocks, pierced them leveral times 
with their bayonets. The Corporal they fc- 
cured, and carried him and one of the dead 
bodies away in triumph. The other three et 
-caped the maffacre, arid arrived fafe at Land- 
port. 

Arrived from the Eaft this morning. Ad- 
miral George Brides Rodney^ and fcveral other 
fhips. This day we received three flags of 
truce, refpefting the exchange of prifoners. 
56th. 1 his iTK)rning we perceived the Spanifli in- 
fantry under arms ; fdon after ^bferved a gil>- 
bet eredcd, and a criminal executed. It is 
beyond difpute, that the unhappy foferer is 
the Corporal they took yefterday on the ifth- 
nrus. This afternoon the Fortune cutter, unrder 
a Aag 6f truce, tonVeyed the fick and wotind- 
ed prifoners to the Orange Gro^*e, where the 
enemy deceived them. Came in, and anchored 
in the Bay, Admiral Lockhart kofs^ with fome 
fcttee prizes taken to the eaftward. 
27 th* This morning arrived from Tangier^ afmall 
boat with Iciiidtis and oranges ; — a mod ufe- 
iftil article, as they ate very falutary in the 
cure of the fcurvy. Came in a Spaniih brig. 
Four Spanifh line of battle (hips &'nd a 64, are 
at anchor in the Bay, adorned with the Britiih 



enligns. 
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It is cafy to imagine the cffeft which this .iyi(^ 

" mortifying exhibition . mufl have upon the Jan. 
mind, oi. Don, Barcello ; aggravated, no doubo, 27th. 
by the difappoinled iflue r to his own threats 
:;uad idle*vapourings. 

Arrived ^a , boat from Tangier j with ,a/few 28th. 
dozen of fowls, Alfo .a ibttee with hullbcfo 
.and. other refreflunenjts from Tetuan^ Qne ff 
our frigates cruizing in. the O&n^^ aqp^ureyd^a 
fettee bound for the camp. 
This forenoon landed from 4 ihipspfw^r, the 49th. 

. fccond battalion of the 7 id regiment oi JoQt^ 
under the commapd or lieuten2M;it- Colonel 
George. M^Kenzie : They were under orclerd.foi' 
Minormy but ^ur Governor,. witji the. ad\:ice 
of, the Admirals,^ and Field Qfficers, has Retain- 
ed them. here. This afternoon, .\yiiid S. W. 
Commodore* jE/ic// in the Edgar^ and a frigate, 
gave chafe to a fbipjoff Cal)rittaj under Dutch 
colours ; which, as foon as flie perceived, flie 
tacked and flood for ^ the land ; Eliott bore 
down up her, and quickly got within long 
gun-fhot, when Ihe hoifted.S^wi^ colours, and 
ran afliore under Cabritta : A brifk fire enfued 
on. both iides, in which the battery at that 
place took a part, but Admiral Rodney per- 
ceiving their fituation rather dangerous, hoifted 
a^gnal for:them to retjirn. It is imagined 
that ihe was detached with inflrudion^ to JDon 

. Barcello. 

The Spaniih boats were yiefterday afternoon 30th. 

. employed in endeavouring to get the ihip off, 
which they did not effe^ till this morning's 
tide. Early this, morning came in three de- ^ 
ferters from .tlie Walloon Guards, they were 
naked^ having fwam from the foot of fort St. 

B 3 PhiUippe. 
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17S0 ^Ail/ippe. They report' that the Spanift Ge- 

Jan. nerd holds a pbfition of defence every night, 

as he expects bur fhipping will fire ujpon their 

canip, before they leave the bay. The enemy 

have mounted artillery in their fourteen and 

■^ " fevcn gun batteries, and feem to have prcpar- 

.'dd to ad on the drfenfive at their forts— -We 

";keep a moderate fire upon them, and often 

ptit their guards in diforder. Every one is 

amazed that the enemy do not return it, for 

furely they can have no hope of taking this 

; place by famine, fince we have received fup- 

plies from Britain ; or; ihould they ft^^n- 

tertain that idea, a few fhips of the line ftati- 

oned here may keep the communication be^ 

twefen Tangier 2Lnd the Garrifon fo open as 

utterly to defeat fo indecifive a prbjeft^ 



L E.T T E R VII. 

Gibratiar. 
Dear Brother, . r . 

Feb. 3. np HE ftores and provifions being aim oft 
-*- landed, the fleet are preparing for fea, 
and it is confidently reported, that none of 
the fliips of the line will be left here to guard 
the Bay ; we may therefore conclude, that in 
a fhort time we fliall experience a fituatioa 

* equally as diftrefling as that 'from which we 

have lately been relieved ; for while the 
enemy commands a fuperior force in the bay, 

the 
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the fupplies which would otherwife be for- 1780 
warded from Tangier and Tetuan^ will be cut Feb. 
off: A few days will lea^e our fituation na 
itiyftery. 

This day alt the Spaniih deferters embarked 
on. board the men or war, on their paffage to 
England. iSailed the Childers floop, with dif- 
patches. 

Came in at Landport^ two private men and 5th. 
a drummer, belonging to the enemy*s Wal- 
loon Guards ; they ;mert^ that the Spaniih 
General has not any orders to fire, but on the 
defenfive, and that Admiral Don Barcello has 
received advice from Madrid^ to renew the 
blockade as foon as the Britifh fleet departs^ 
at which time he is to be reinforced with tw a 
fbips of the line and feveral frigates. 

Came in a deferter from the Walloon loth. 
guarcfe. 

This afternoon, wind E. N. E- Admirri 13th. 
Rodney made iignal to weigh. About twelve 
o'clock, the men of war, including the five 
Spanijh fhips, viz. Phcenixj Diligente^ Monarca^^ 
PrinceJJa^ Guipofcqanaj and convoy, got under 
fail. Several ramilies took this fafe opportu- 
nity of flying from fatigue and danger, and 
embarked on board the fleet. The battery aJt 
Cabritta^ fired a gun to alarm th|^ coaft, which 
was returned at Ceuta^ as oui^fliipping flood 
towards that place in order to clear the land ; 
in the evening they were all out of fight, but 
the enemy continued to fire alarm guns, and 
threw a great number of rockets from the 
watch towers. 

The Edgar ^ under the command of Gommo^ 
dore £//(?//, the Panther of 64 guns, the Enter- 

prize 
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1780 /nzej and Porcupine frigates ; Gibraltar and For* 

Feb. 14 /x//2^iloops remain hcret.v At ^Igaziras are at 
anchor, one fliip of 70 guns, one ditto 50,^ one 
frigate, and, a few xebecs. We are now able 
to oppoie our ioes. on the oppofite fide. 

Yefterday Admiral Langar^,^ and the other 
officers of his fleet, were permitted to pafs to 
Spain on parole. , 

1 5th. Admiral Barcello this morning hauled out. to 
the left of the battery at Algaziras ; he appears 
to be very bufy in getting up his top-mafts 
and yards ; fome of his fillies pafled to the 
wieftward. On the land fide a few working 
parties have again made their appearance. 

27th. Nothing material Jias happened, for fomc 
days. The Spani/h horfe and infantry, have 
been performing their evolutions, twice every 
day : it is computed their number, fit for ac- 
tual fervice, is about 17 or ;i8,ooo. Laft night 
came in a fmall boat with lemons and joranges 
from Tangier. The enemy's gun-boats chaled 
her under Europa^ which occafioned a few fliot 
to be difcharged from that poft. 

This day arrived at Algaziras^ from the 
wefl:ward, four Spamjh line of battljc {hips, 
two frigates, and one xebec. 

28th, Wind W. * Arrived at Al^%iras^ a Spanijh 
frigate and a xebec from the weftward : the 
frigate fainted Admiral Barcello^ but no return 
was made. It appears as if they intended to 
renew the blockack. 

Man4. This morning alarm fignals were made at 
Ceutaj of the appearance of an enemy to the 
eafiward. Wind N. N. E. Admiral Barcello 
immediately looied his fore-top-fails, as a fig* 
nal to weigh. A frigate, xebec, and two gal- 

Ues, 
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lies, made rc?dy, and ftrctched Ucrofs for Ceu- 1780. 
ta : foon after he fqlloweid, but had not quite Mar. 
cleared Europa^ when the criilzef s (Jifcovered 
tfie fuppbred prey to be a xebec. The wind 
iiavmg mlfted to t^c S. E. this evening, the 
enemy liave again anchored at their lobk-out 
oii Xhe oppofite Ude.. Several gallics and other 
jfiuall cruizers, iliat ftole'a^ay duriflg the con- 
iii^uance of our fleet, have ventured to re- 
turn. 

This diy our ca^rtel, under a flag of truce, 12th. 
received from I^pisiin 390 .Britifli piifoncrs of 
war. They report that 5>^/« is determined 
pn the cou(jueft of this place ui contempt of 
all impediments, ajid tnat'a large; boay of 
French troops are really embarked fof the camp, 
to iofw^r4 this determined bbjed. 
. Lafl; pight a deferter caine in from thie Wal- i6th» 
loon guards. He give$ an account that the 
enemy fufFerecj cohjiderably frbni bur fire yet 
terday. One CieU kifle^ and wbiinded 25 
perfons. 

The Spanifli fquadrpn this ' morning were 1 9th. 
^decorated witK colours of various forts. In 
the afternoon their trpop^ in camp were ar- 
ranged in three ines ; the battery at Fort Ne- 
,gro made a triple falvo of 1 2 giihs each time, 
which was aiilWered as often by a nihiiing 
fire from the army. The batteries and' fliip- 
ping at Algaziras performed the fame. 

A neutral velTel was brought in by the Spa- 
nifh cruizers for (examination. Admiral Barcelh 
being determined not to let a fhip pafs unno- 
ticed. For thefe three days we have not fired 
much, being bufily employed in flrengthening 

our 
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1780. our works, particularly thofe adjoining the 

Mar. ifthmus, as the enemy work bufuy on that 
place at the ereftion of new approaches. 

25th. Wind W. This day arrived feveral polacres 
and fettees at the Orange Grovf.— We only con- 
jeAure they are laden with ftores for the 
camp. 

219th. At day-break this morning a lignal-gun was 
fired from a xebec near the point ; feveral 
armed cruizers got under fail, and formed 
•a line from the point to Jpe*s fiillj where, after 
firing a (hot, they captured a fettee, and 
brought her in, with her colours reverfed. It 
. is imagined fiie had catde on board for the gar- 
' rifon, which is very much wanted, as very 
litde frefh meat can be putchafed. Our pro* 
vifion is chiefly fait beef and pork, and that 
we ufe fparihgly, not knowing when we may 
receive another fupply. Vegetables are fcarce 
and dear, and of the worft fort in quality. Our 
barren rock yields but little ; but as neceffity 
generally adopts a remedy, many have begun 
to convert the folid parts of the rock into 
kitchen gardens, which fome have effefted by 
raifing walls one height above another, and 
filling the inclofed with earth. It will appear 
fi fcene of enchantment to Admiral Barcello^ 
when he beholds the face of the dry and bar- 
ren Rock in a ft ate of vegetation* 

lanty 

Dear Brother^ 

Tours, &fr. * 

LETTER. 
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LETTER Vm. 

Gibraltar. 
' Dear Brother, 

• • • 

THE enemy are ftill forwarding their ap- 
proaches, and on our part, I can affirm lySo 
there is no deficidicy. Tht Spaniards muft Ap, 7. 
fuftain confiderable lofles in their operations, 
as we feldom let them reft. Our fire, of late, 
does not prevent them working. Judge what 
mufi bef their fufFerings, when we are hourly 
pouring upon them an incellant difcharge of 
every kind of fhot arid fhells. 

The fufterings of the Britilh troops at prc- 
fent, is from heavy duty, and the Icarcity of 
provifion. When the enemy have compleated 
their approaches, I imagine they will retaliate, 
but we are prepared to withftand their ef- 
forts. 

Laft night a boat was difpatched to Barbary, 
to learn if there were a packet, or any ^telU- 
gence from Britain. 

This morning, about three o'clock, the boat 
that was fent to Barbary^ arrived fefe^ flie loth. 
brought a packet to the General, but not any 
intelhgence has tranfpired. The *Patron of the 
1>oat has refufed to anfwer any particular 
queftions. ^ 

Laft. night, wind W. arrived the Hyena fri- 
gate, in thirteen days from England. She ex- 14th. 
changed feveral fliot in the Gut with the ene- 
. my*s xebecs. Admiral JSarcello^ this morning, 
(wind ha^ng Ihifted) detached a frigate to 

. * *^ thciii^ 
* The Mafter, called Patron by the Spaniards.' 
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J 780 the W. where (he keeps tacking and hovering- 
in the Gut. 

Wind E. This morning, about nine o'clock,. 
20th. the Edgar and Hyena ^ got under weigh fud- 
denly, and flood to the weftward ; ihcSpani/b 
towers immediately fbread the alarm, and Ad- 
miral Barcellcj with three fhips of the. Kne hove 
ooit, but to his no fmail mortification, codld 
not weather Cabrittay tmtil our flripping wert 
out of fight, as he was obliged to makeieve- 
ral tacks in the Bay, owing to the ftiflF breeze. 

^This day Don Barcello and his fquadron, re- 
turned to their former anchorage, bafiled and 
tfifappointed by the efcapc of our frigates. 
27th, Laft night came in a fchooner from Malaga^ 
with' lemons -and oranges: the crew are na- 
tives of ^pain^ but came in here, knowing it 
to be a good marki^t. 
28th» Some time In the courfe of the night (which 
was thick and hazy) the fchooner flippisd out 
unperceived by the enemy. 
30 til. Game in a boat fram Tetuan^ with twelve 
dozen of fowl : they had feveral cocks on 
board, which they were forced to kiU, fearing- 
thfeir crowing might alarm the Spanijh cruizers 
that cover the Bay. 
May I Laft night, about ttn o'clock, a fire broke 
out in the eiiemy's camp, which raged with 
great violence fof upwards of two hours. 
3d. ^ Wind E. This day arrived a convoy from: 
the eaftward at Algaziras and Orange Grove., 
It has been obfetvcd that many carts are em- 
ployed in carrying fliot and fliells from the 
Pier tb the Artillery Parky where they are fcal- 
ing" their cannon; their troops appear very 
biiiy, and their motions indicate a fpeedy at- 
tack. Th« 
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The inhabitaats. are beginning to crcft iheds 1780 
at the ibuthward near Mount-Pleafant^ as a re- May. 
treat whenever the eijemy open upon us, which 
many are of opinion will be foon. The Spanijh 
troops are exercifed every day, and frequently 
fire in their camp. 

Came in a boat from Tangier^ with lemons, 4th. 
fowl, leather, and Barbary pumps. The great 
demand in this place for moes, renders leather 
an article of great vajue. 

This afternoon the Spanijh army were ar- 6th. 
ranged in two diviiions, and about four o'clock 
began a iham fight, iimilar to an attack upon 
the garrifon. One divilion took poft on the ^,. 
rLdng ground under the ^ueerC% Chair (fup- 
pofed to be the Britifh) while the other divi- 
vifion, in the valley on the common, endea. 
Toured to diflodge them, and take poiTeilion 
of their intrenchments : the fire was well fup- 
ported on both fides for three hours, when the 
Britifli forces were entirely routed ;-— they 
had feveral field pieces, and fome cannon with 
them. I affure you, that the fight afforded 
great entertainment, and the army difplayed 
lome merit in their performance : they have 
been praclifing feveral days. It is evident they 
mean to familiarize their troops to the nature 
of an attack, fo that they may be more expert 
when they make a regular aflault. 

This day a cartel ftom Spain^ brought over 7th. 
between forty and 4fty Britifh prifoners of 
war : they confidently aJQTert, that fourteen fail 
of the line, feveral frigates, and a number of 
tranfports with troops, were hourly expected 
to fail from Cadiz^ but their deftination was a 
matter of uncertainty. - 

' . Laft ^ 
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1780 Laft ni^t, four dderters endeavoured to 

May 8. reach the garrifbn, only one efcaped fafe ; 
three were either taken or (hot by the Spanijh 
horfe patroles: — he b one of the Walloons, and 
fays, that the Spanijb General has received ad- 
vice from Madrid^ to fire whenever he thinks 
.proper; two large mortars are mounted in 
their lines, with an incredible number of can- 
non. From this intdligence, we may conclude 
that a bombardment will ihortly take place. 

This day a foldier was executed in the gar- 
rifon for theft. He died with great contrition 
and penitence, feemingly fenfibte of his iitua- 
tion and wickednefs. 
9th. This day the Spaniards executei two men ; 
we fuppofe them to be thofe whom they took 
On the night of the 7th inftant. 

I ith. This day came in a deferter from Spain '^ he 
is the firft native who has deferted to us. He 
fays that the duty in the Spanijh camp is incef- 
fant and fatiguing, and that cannon and mor- 
tars are mounted for the purpofe of opening 
a fire upon us immediately. 

1 2th. I^aft night came in a boat from Tangier ^ with, 
fowls, pidgeons, and- leather. The enemy 
chafed her under the guns. 

15th. This day a Swedijh (hip having approached 
Europa^ we fired a (hot, and obliged her to 
come in ; but to our great difappointmenty 
found her cargo to confift of fait only. 

lliis morning the Sweed- failed from hence 
to the weft, but the Spanijh cruizers afterwards 
"^; took her into Algaziras for examination. 

A Spanijh xebec arrived at Algaziras from 
the eattward, toWing two large gun boats. 

This 
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This morning two boats arrived from Tan- 1780 
^ler^ with fowls and lemons : they bring ad- May. 
vicie, that the Fly packet-boat was, on the night 1 8tl>. 
of the 17 th inft. cut out of the Port by the 
Spaniards. It appears from this circumftance, 
that the Moors are inclined to favour the Spa- 
nijh caufe, or otherwife they would not have 
fuffered an ad of this nature to be committed 
under the walls of their town. 

Arrived this day from the Weft, a fchooner 2 2d. 
laden with leather, butter and oil. Nothing 
extraordinary in the enemy's camp. Our 
garrifon are beginning to be very fickly ; th^ 
fmall pox rages with great violence, and car- 
ries off 1 8 or 20 per week, but moftly children. 
The enemy are very bufy at Algaziras ; a great 
many boats are every day employed from the 
Orange Grove to that place, but we cannot ob- 
serve any thing particular they are doing. 
We fuppofe they are conveying ordnance ftores 
for the fiege. 

/ am your^s^ Iffc. 



LETTER IX. 

Gibraltar. 
Dkar Brotheh, 

*nnHE cannonade is continued on the ^ne- June i 

-*- my : — they are conftantly bringing down 
ftores and anununition to their Imes, and 
make great progrefs in their approaches. *Tis 
fomewhat ftrange, notwithftanding the flatigh- 

ter 
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178a ter our fiiot and fhells occaiions among them, 

June, that ttejr are not difpofed to retaliate. 

Wind W. arrived a fettee from Tangier \\4th 
II bullocks, i3flieep, 24 dozen fowls, and a 
quantity of leather, eges, and lemons. She 
got in unobferved by the enemy ; the wind 
being frefli, forced the Sfanifo cruizers into 
Algaziras. 

4tlu Came in two boats with a few fowl from 

Tetuan. 

5th. Laft night a foldier deferted from the Mc/cr 

bead^^id. He had not been long pol\^ 
fentind, when he left lus firelock and clothes 
in the box, and took his pafiage (naked) in the 
water. 

6th. Came in a boat with fifteen fliecp from Tan- 

gier. The Patron relates, that an Englifli brig 
arrived in that Port, in eighteen days from 
Port/mouth J laden with butter, porter, and 
flour, arid that the S^anijh cruizers were watch- 
ing her clofely. * ' 

7th. About one this morning, wind N. W. a Ihip 

was difcovered flanding for the 'New Mole ; the 
Enterprise hailed her ; when flie anfwered, 
A provifion Jhip from England ; the frigate hailed 
again, and fufpefting that flie was not a friend, 
immediately hoifted the fignal of an enemy's 
approach; foon after feveral more appeared 
keeping the fame courfe. The Enferprize dif- 
charged a fliot at the firft, and the enemy find- 
ing they were difcovered, took to their boats, 
and fet them on fire, one after anothei:, b^ipg 
nine in number. iTie garrilbn drums beat f to 
arms, and the foldiery immediately repaired to,, 
^ tbeir ftations. A briflt fire from the batteries ' 

aitd 
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tod Clipping commenced on the Spanljh boats, 1780 
by whicn they muft have fufiered confiderably. June 7* 
TTie terrified inhabitants kept •Areeping with 
the moft bitter and inexpremble anguim, ex* 
peeling every minute a bombardment from 
the land fide. 

The Briti/ly feamen difplayed great firmnefs ; 

and valour in repelling thele diftruftive vifit-^ I 

ants. Every boat was inftantly manned, and ^ 

*with daring refolution they ftecred to thefe 
flaming devourers grappling to their buminj 
£des. — ^Amidft the moft imminent danger ani 
fcorching heat, they towed them out of the 
direction of the New Mole^ where twenty fail of 
Slipping lay at anchor — ^three drove to the /*, 
caftward. 

Admiral Barcello, with his fquadron, was 
under fail, flattering himfelf, that if our (hip- 
mg were not burnt, they would cut their ca- 
bles and puih to fea ; but his firatagems Vdf e 
fhiftrated, and this morning he returned to 
his old ftation, to ftudy more mifchief. 

Some time in the night came in a boat from 
Tatigierj with fowls and leather. It was for- 
tunate fhe was not fired at from the garrifon, 
as fhe might reafonably have been fufpefted for 
a Spaniard. 

l*his morning came in a privateer and a 8th* 
large fettee from Portugal, with fheep, wine, 
oil, and lemons. This muft be an additional 
mortification to Don Barcelhy notwithfbmdine 
the vigilance of his numerous cruizers to dil- 
trefs us, that we are fo feafonably fupplied \ff 
^ur friends. 

Arrived with a fine breeze at W. two boat^ toth. 
from Barbary-^XhsY brought 48 fheq>:- an^ V 
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1780 few fov^ls. A gun was fired from one of tlie 

June., enemy^s gallies^ but too late to prevent their 
' 4 itli* getting in. . . 

. J.aft nighl aniaiji on duty, at the. batteries 
on the hill, fell from a precipice of th^ Rock, 
and was daihed to pieces. It is^ fuppofed he 
Intended to defert, 

1 2th. ^ Laft nighi'^ arrived a fettee froin Tanpevy 
\fi\X\ 38 tuDocis and Boflieep ; alfo .a fmaU 
^j^t.-viith oiJa Thefe frequent fupplics will 
^njiftie the girrifOn to fuftain their fituation 
yeljtK.^^ Beef is fold for three 

iSIs^ aiid m^ t ton ifbur rials per pound. 

14th. j/^nc encnay's jfinc of battle Ihips and frigates. 
x^Az^.homM the Saft; Admiral. 

Bdreello haslibiffed his flag on board a xebec—- 
W.^;caiipot ,(Kif\|e^ur.e wliat is. TOeant l)y tliis 
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3 5tlu ^X^T&ya'^^ &\t NewMole^ a 20 gun 

iffiuyp for ^rmani^ with difpatches.. Wincl N. E, 
•Cani'e .m .i uuaB ^tee f r oin the %eaft ward with 
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1 8 th. ^, Ajprive;d tiutha night from A^ziras^ a boat 

yd9i;:fix ckfertqrs belonging to the naval and 
anawae iefyi^^ ei^emy.: they fay that our. 

'OgjpQtni^ts axe^^^ theij? fituation. 

19 th. vOlncl W. i;^iis day aYrivecl at Algaziras^ a 
j.^ ^^l/b frigate* 4Pd. three large xebecs, accom- 

^a.nie;^ by d,'-M^nJ}> corfeir. 
20th. \,ti^C'm rwith a few f^eep and. 

aid. \ttBJBi night. <>iir IJatteries kept a hot and in- 

ceflant fire upon tlie £nemy*s workinir parties ; 

tney labotlred uncommonly hard at tneir ap- 

^ . preaches, ;as'\ye heard their hampers during 

25er whole courfe of the night. tVe did not 

obicrve 
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obferve 3uiy additional work this morning, fo 1780 
that we conclude they were nailing down plat^ June^ 
forms in their batteries. We continue <iur 
working parties on the fortifications, wlqch. 
are in extreme good condition to annoy thein. 

Wind E. Came in a Tartan from Minorca^ i3d. 
with leather, wine, and charcoal. A feafon* 
able fupply— flioes being much wanted (whidv 
are fold at 20 and 22 rials per pair) charcoal is 
alfo a great acquiiition, as firing is become a 
very .fcarcc article ; the wrecks of the firefhips 
deftroyed on the 7th inftant, being almoft ex-- 
haufted, we fliall find ourfelyes greatly ne- 
ceflitated in a fliort time for a fufnciency for 
cooking. A Portuguefe fiiherman, who had 
pulled a rib from one of the wrecks, • on the 
morning qf their deftruclion, ^^nd towed it to 
fliore with his boat, received nine dollars foe 
the fmall purchafe. The wine alfo is very ac-i 
ceptable. 

This forenoon a Spanifh 70 gun fliip from 24th. 
the Eaft, haying, a Britiih enfign on her fqre- 

Spp-maft-head, and a yellow flag over it, as ^ 
gnal of defiance, ftretched in clofe towards 
Rojta Bay J accompanied with two frigates and 
a xebec, and opened their fire upon the Pan- 
ther and Enterprize: our (hipping and bat- 
teries gave them a well direfted return, the 
70 gun fliip received feveral fliot, the xebec 
had one of her fails damaged, and her boom 
carried away ; three of the enemy's fliot came 
on fhore ; one fell at Europa^ one at the Jbevirs 
Bawling Green^ and one at the New Mole.--^ 
Fifteen men were wounded on board the En- 
terprize frigate, by fome powder taking fire 
during the aftion, nine wgre font to the Naval 

D ? Hofpital, 
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1780 Ho^tal, ,the 6then r^nsuned iA the fliip, not 

jonc bdng in a dangerous ■n'ay. 

37th. Tius mbminaat two o'dock, (itJicing a 
^ead cakn) the enemy began to He upon 
lite 'garrlfon, and the fliippili^ in J^j^ Bay. 

■ ■' *— It in ftpnjeftured they were giM-boats or 
floating-bitteries, ftfr it being veVy. tiaik, it 
* 'was impoffible to perceive their fbrnT. ' ScVer:iI 
ihot, (j6R).' weight) came on {hdre ai Sc////'- 
barrach, bnt happily did no damiigti The 
Aipping and (rarfifon tept up a brlik fi'.?, the 
piicquets of the feveral regiments were under 
arms, and the women a-nd children ^jpfrd, on 
liearmg a general difcliargeof cannon. -It is not 
hnprobafalc that this \s a ftratagem of Admiral 
Sanelk's, to harrafs and fatigue us with repeat- 
ed firings and alarms from the Bay, and then 
give'tht'decifive ftroke ; but they have Britons 
to encounter, llie more we feel our enemy, 
the more ardent are our defires to engage 
tTicm, 
'Sp'tb. "Wind W. Arrived a boat, with fundry 

ftnall articles, from Tamper. 
30th. This day, our Town-MajoT (Captain Burkf, 
58th Regiment,) went out at Bay-/ide and re- 
ceived a • parley from the enenOL Not the 
leaft intelligence has tranfpired. The fituation 
^ of the enemy's works and approaches, indicate 

a bombardmentt,and fome imagine that arti- 
cles of capitulation have been fatt in for nego- 
tiation. 

'I'hc enemy ha'vxifor feveral xlays been carrj'- 
ing 

• An OfliCfT ftdvancSng ^*Uh a dnimircr heating, for 
»)ie purpolc ot" tonYsying or rceciving cnnditions, duriiij* 
wbioh tvne Uie firing o» eiich tide ccalcs. 
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ing flores. in covered, waggons to Uieir lines :. 1.7S0 
tliey keep ftrengthening and advancing their June» 
approaches ; their horfe and infantry arc ex?- 
erciling daily, and a great many men employed 
in and about their Aitillery Park, — ^we caa 
plainly perceive they have a great quantity of 
ihot and Ihells piled there,. With fervent 
urifhss for your health and welfare, I remain,, 

Dear Brother ^ 

Jffvflionatdy yours ^ &c. 



L E. T T E R X. 

Gibraltar. 






'Dear FRoxHzi^, 



OUR cartely under a flag of truce, proceed-' July z. 
ed half way over the Bay this forenoon, 
and received from the Spanijh cartel 100 prifon- 
crs of war,- taken in the Admiral Keppel priva- 
teer. They brine infbrnutioa that 42 faU'of, 
French and* Spanip lihe of battle flilps,. and 
tta bomb^ketches, have actually failed from 
Cadi'z for this place, and that 50,000 men arc 
within a ffiort march of the camp of St. Roquc. 
ITiis makes it evident that Spain is determinect 
ifpoflible, to take Gibraltar, fothatwc may 
Ihortly expeft warm work. Some confuhati- 
ons have been held, but the refuit is not madc. 
public. 

Laft night, wind E. NVE. the Panther , Capt. ^^ 
Marvcy, got uadcr way with a fhoaring breeze; 

t> 3 iomz.: 
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1780 fomc affirm flic is gone to Tangier j for the 
July, prefervation of the mip, others, that flie has 
failed for England. The report made by the 
prifoners received from Spain yefterday occafi- 
oned her departure. Our force is not very 
formidable, the Enterprize and Porcupine fri- 
gates, St. Firmin floop, the Gibraltar and For^ 
tune cutters, only remaining on the ftation. 

An arnied boat having come near our fliips 
this forenoon, was fired at feveral times to 
make her flieer off". It is imagined that Don 
Barcello came over in her, to fee what had 
become of the Panther. 

5th. This forenoon, the Spaniards were very 
bufy in camp ; feveral parties praftifing their 
mortars. We kept up a very hot fire laft 
night upon their parties, particularly with 
fmall fliells, which are very deftruftive. 

8th. Laft night, wind E. four old India fliips 
failed on their paflage to England. They 
came with the ifleet under the command of^ 
Admiral Rodney. Our fliipping intend (as the 
nights are now dark) to flip out occafionally. 
This afternoon came in vdeferter from the 
Walloon Guards : He fwam from a battery 
on this fide Port Negro — ^the enemy fired two 
fliots'at him. He fays, the Spaniards are me- 
ditating a vigorous ftorm aeainft this place, 
and that on 7th of June, when the firefliips 
were fent in, he was an affiftant gunner at 
the lines, where every thing was in readinefs 
to bombard the town, in cafe any of thofe fliips 
had dropped into the New Mole^ that the 
matches were lighted, and only waited for the 
word " Fire.^^ 

Wind 
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Wintd'W. came in a packet-boat from Faro^ 1780^ 
—She lay eight days in the cceeks of the Bar- July 
bary fhore, before flie could find an opportu- lothw 
nity of getting in. — ^The Portuguefe Captain 
fays, it was cun'ently reported, that the Britijh 
fleet had defeated the French^ on their paffage 
t-o join the Spaniards at Cadiz.. How far this is. 
true, time will inform us- 

The prifonets of war brought in here the- 
2d inftant, affert, that feveral more firefliips 
are preparing at Algaziras and the rivers. 
The naval Commander on this intelligence, re- 
moved all vefels from. New Mole into the Bay^ 

Wind W, Arrived a boat from Tangier^ nth. 
>vitli: fowls. From the account ihe bringSj^we 
may expect no further intercaurfe with Bar^ 
bary : The Patron fays, two of our garrifon 
boats, were chafed on ffiore by the Spaniardxr 
and captured in that port.- The Emperor of 
Morocco^ ftill winks at the hoftilitles committed 
by them, and even countenances their depre- 
dations, by permitting the Spanifo boats to- 
feize our veffels coming into Tangier ; feveral 
have been taken under the walls o£ that place. 

Several Spani/b frigates and xebecs keep 
cruizing in the Gut, and to the eaflward of 
the Rock. Barcello manifefis- great alertneis- 

Between one and two o*clock thi&moM- i7tfi# 
ing, the Spanijh gun-boats began an attack 
upon GUI' {hipping : The fire M'^as returned 
by us, but it is imagined without any efFeft^ 
they being imperceptible to the eye, the fiafli 
of their guns being the only bSjccb we had to 
direct us : Several of the enemy's fliot came 
on Ihore, and a gun was difmounted on board 
the Enterprhe frigate;- 

GARRISON 
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1780. 

July GARRISON ORDERS. 

« 

Whenever there is any firing from the garrifon 
hr the enemy j or any appearance of the enemy" ^ 
JbipSj row boats J or armed veffels approaching^ the 
Commiffioned Officers commanding guards^ are to r<?- 
port to the Governor what they obferve^ and men^ 
tion whether all is well on the guard. 

J9th. About two this morning, little wind, the 
enemy's gun-boats again attacked the fliipping 
and garrifon, without doing any particular da- 
mage, except roufing the wearied foldieryv 
and timid inhabitants from their nightly 
flumbers. 

This day a foldier dcferted from Upper 
Forbcs^Sj where he was at work. He got 
down, by a fcaling ladder, and was not difco-* 
vered until he waa feen running acrofs the 
fands, too late to fire at him with any effeA, 
It is not improbable but we fliall be more fre- 
quently troubled with the gun-boats, as there 
is not the leaft doubt but lie will inform the 
enemy how far their fliot reaches. 

(t^d. Wind W, Arrived a Spanifi fliip of the line 
at Jlgaziras-^zxid alfo came in here a finall 
boat from Faro^ with lemons and onions. 

24th. This day our cartel received from Spain five 
Britifli prifoners of war, who were fick when 
the laft cartel arrived. 

3ilh Wind E. Laft night four empty tranfports 
failed from hence on their paffage to England : 
It is imagined the enemy did not perceive 

them. 
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them. About noon a veffel arrived from Af/- 1780 
norcay with wine, leather, and onions ; ihe July, 
narrowly efcaped being taken behind the 
Rock — ^A half galley that came out to intercept 
her, was fired at by our batteries and flxipping^ 
^I'hich made her iheer off. 



Tour^Sj tsfa 
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LETTER XL 

Gibraltar. 
Dear. Brother, 

WIND Weft. This morning betwceh ten Aug. 5 
and eleven o'clock, feveral guns were 
diftincUy heard in the Girt j foon after, we 
difcovered the Spanijh cruizers chafing a fmall 
fettee, which fto6d for the Bay, but before Ihe 
could get under the cover of our guns, was 
obliged to firike* It is ^iferted that ihe was 
detached from Faro with the mail, the lofs of 
which will be regretted by thofe perfons who 
have been long without hearing from their 
friends. 

Several veffels arrived from the weftward at 5th. 
Algazirasy fuppofed to be laden vi^th ordnance 
and military uores. 

We have kept almoft a conftant fire upon 1 2th» 
the enemy this week paft, but cannot make 
them defift from their labours, which they di- 
ligently attend to. 

Wind 
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1780 • Wind W. Early this morning, the Spanijb^ 

Aug. gallies and guti-boats failed iroiat AJga%iras — a. 
fmall brig appeared ftanding for thi« place ; the 
enemy began a fire upon her, both of round 
apd grape fbot, which fee run through, till fee 
got nearly within the cc^er of the ^ns at 
Europa^ when it fell a dead calm, and to our 
great mortification, fee was boarded and tow- 
ed off by the enemy, nor could we afford her 
any afllftance.. This veffel is known to be the 
Ihlpbfn^ with fupplies from Lijbon^ 

1 6th. This day our cartel received the crews of 
four veflek taken on their paffage hither, \iz^ 
Dolphin^ Captain Grants from Lijh&ii ; Sally and 
Rachacly Captain Hays^ from London ; Pollyy. 
Captain Co^n^ from ditto ; and Betfey^ Captain 
IVilfon, from ditto. The three latter were taken, 
in and about Tangier-Bayj within mufquet feot 
of the town. 

i6thr Laft night tlie enemy threw up z great quan- 
tity of fand upon their works, to prevent the 
penetration of our feot ; their approaches are 
forwarded with an aftonifeing afiiduity ^ we 
can plainly perceive that they nave received a 
reinforcement of troops. From the progrefs 
of their operations, it is imagined, by thofe 
experienced in war, that a feort period wilt 
open the grand and long expected difplay, 
wherein Britons are to become refolute per- 
formers. If intrepidity can withftand fuch a. 
numerous band of befiegers, we have every 
hope of being victorious. 

Our Covernor has made great additions- 
to our fortifications ; — ^feveral new batteries 
have been crefted upon the hill, and others 
planned out. Should the enemy not open 

till 
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till thefe are cotnpleated, we (hall fing to the 1780 
Dons^ the old fong of Defiance, and laugh at 
their approaches. 

/ arrtj 

Dear Brat her y 

Sincerely your^Sm 



LETTER XII. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

THIS day feveral large Spdnijh fettees ar- Sept. 3 
rived from the eaftward, with timber 
and fafcines, they anchored off the pier at the 
Orange Grove. It is conjechired they have 
other works in contemj^ation. Part of their 
cargo was landed this afternoon. 

Laft night two foldiers deferted from Mid- 9th» 
die-hill Guard ; they got down the back of the 
Rock, which is a dreadful precipice, and fuf- 
ficient to deter the mcft hardened. 

The enemy keeps our port blockaded much 
clofer than ever ; about ten of their armed 
cruizers are conftantly under Cabritta^ fome at 
Tarifa^ about eight near Tangier ^ three or 
four at Tetimnj fome at Cuetaj and feveral at 
the Gut*s mouth, fo that it is almoft impoffi- 
ble for any veffel to efcape : The gun-boats 
and gallies form a chain every night from Ca^ 
britta to Europa Point j and in the morning re- 
turn to their anchorage. 

On 
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. 1780 On the land fide the- enemy are quiet, verjr 
Sept* few working parties employed, thck works^ 
appear to be complete. We have not received, 
an ox from BarbarY fince June 1 2 th, and eve- 
ry fpecies of proviuoik is now at a moH extra- 
• vagant rate. The fmall quantity of poultry 
in- the garrifon, f^Us high ; a turkey cock,, 
was fold a few days ago for three guineas and* 
a half ^ a gbofe one pound ten ihillings ; ducks^ 
a guinea a couple; a hen twelve fhiUmgs; eggs, 
eight pence each j powder fugar two millings^ 
the pound ; foap one fHilling and four-pence 
ditto, charcoal half-a-guinea for 25 lb weighty 
oil two ihillings the pint ; pork two ihilhngs 
and fix-pence die pound; filh at the rate. of 
cighteen-pence dkxto ; fire-wood' five {hillings 
and fix-pence per hundred weight; tallow 
candles two fhiUings and fix-pence per pound ;-. 
onions eight-pence ditto ; and all other articles, 
proportionally dear,, and. fcaccely to be pur- 
chafed. 

From this Ikctch you may form an idea op 
our prefent fituation, and the confequencesr 
that are to follow, if fome fupplies do not ar- 
rive" from England; — ^Arrived a: xebec from 
the weftward at Algaziras.. 

I4tfcr Arrived laflr nicht, a fmall fettee from Mi- 
norca with wine, oil, &gar, honey, onions, tur- 
keys, and other neceflaries, which are fold at* 
enormous prices ; many things almoft for their 
weight in filven 

1 6th. This day a company of markfmen were- 
formed out of the feveral regiments ; they 
a.re to praftiee twice a day, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Burkigby of the 39 th re* 
^flicnt. 

. . ' • Gur 

Ife- ' 
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Our cartel this day received a Midfliipman 1780 
from Spain^ a prifoner of war. # It is confi- Sept. 
Gently aflerted^that the combined fleet have 23d. 
taken off the Madeiras j fifty or fixty (ail of 
Bur outward-bound We/i-Indiamcnj and fome 
Eitfi'India Ihips, many of them already arrived 
at Cadiz ; if the account is true, the lois will 
be feniibly felt by Britain — ^The enemy are bu- 
fily employed^ in railing the * merlons of all 
their batteries at the lines, with fafcines and 
fimd bags, and work openly upon their f glacis. 
We do not fire upon mem naw, as we are for- 
warding fonfte additional fortifications, and 
probably they milght return the fire as they 
are prepared fbc'ithe attack, which would 
greatly annoy Tisifrbur labours. 

Laft night, wind:E* failed the Sally and Bctfeyj 2 5th. 
and another Ihip'fdt England ; we tlunk they 
are both difcovered,- as tihe enemy threw feve- 
fal rockets from their watch-towers. . . 

Laft night fidled the Ihips HandeJier and 26th. 
Nancf^ with firNreral women and children on 
board, bound for England. A cruiser under 
the Barbary {karc:, fired an alarm gun, and 
this morning we difcDvered tw^o xebecs had 
jmlhed to the wcftward. 

[^Blfctdt 'will be delivered to. tJje regiments in li^u 27th. 
^f/oft breads from Monday next^ the 2d (f OSto- 
^^^, until furtijtr orders J\ 

This afternoon a reinforcement of three 28th. 
"^t-ge Spanijh xebecs from the eaftward, arrived 
^t A/gaziras. Came in a deferter from the 

Walloon 

* A part of fortification between two port-holes. 

f A doping bank. 
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J7B0. WaUqonguards'; ke was dfefGsd like a farmer, 
Sept. fays that he i^as a ferjeant in the Spanijh for-^ 
vice : he is a German^ fpeaks Englijh ^id French^ 
pretty well ; feems to be sia -ihtdligent maav 
Hie iDiuiner of his comihgto thcvgarrifonoo-. 
cafions a fufpicionof his being a^iy ; the ^k 
vemor hM otdectd him' to be ftatiosed'^at 
Wmdmiil'i^y zadiiot to Mve the ptivilegfi of 
walking 'die ilreets, ^ the c^her defertetft 

have. :^ :-• . '' •' ii'.i L'l! •;*.:;: ■•;.•.: 

29th. Thjs day in a^dition^^ 5^/z;r^/ frigate came 
to an anchor at -^Algaiark^ irxjfsi this Weft. ' *' 

30th. Wind Wr The:dndmy: iMdxiay brought int^ 

jf/j^aziras^ikc ihipSaity2nd;Be^eyi with her en- 

figtt reverfi^. ' She" failed Jf rook here the 25th. 

inftant. It is not inmrobal)ie "but the other 

. three feips have ib^ed tlhe'lamc fatet .\ : \ i 

Oft. I. The' Sphniards, av^ing? Jthpmfdvcs of the 
darknefs of .the night, eradbcd.abrfaft-work 
on the ifthmus, between L/zfft^^/ Gardens aikd 
■ ' theRomd^owefy about 60 fec£ in length, be- 
ing within 800 yar>ds of our lines ;' and about 
three o^cteck this morning they fetfire to our 
hiits in the' -Gardens, and came undifcdyered 
as fer as Bay-Jide %ni.' Ltnoer^Forlm^s Guard- 
houfcs, where they hung feveral bundles of 
combuftibles on the palifades to burn them 
dewn, together with machines, conftrufted 
with twelve tubes, charged with a ball caN 
tridge ; to each of wl^ich a fuze led, intended 
thereby to kill the guards in endeavouring to 
free them frl>m' the gates ; the fuze did riot 
bum to the powder, and the machines were 
brought in to our labOTatory. The fentinels 
pofted there did not obferve them, owing to 
the darknefij pf the night, and the roaring of 

the 
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the feaand Mrind; but as foon as the flames 1780 
appeared, the guards gave thoshafmart fire Oct.i^ 
of mufquetry, which obliged them to retreat. 
Previous to.the afeir, the, enemy threw a 
rocket at Algaziras^ which \vas anfwcred at 
their fines, when, in an ihftant, the blaze 
fpread over every part of the Gardens- They 
had lain a train from our gates to the fcvcral 
huts in the Gardens, which Tobn confumcd- 
them : fortunatdy no material damage was 
done to our gates, nor any pe^on hurt on our 
fide. 

This day the enemy brought in, with their 2d, 
enfigns reverfed^ the Handeii^n and Nancy ^ that 
j&iled the 26th. of September. Count jD*!/- 
ijding (wc fuppbfe) with feveral general ofliccrs 
from the camp, came dowi^ to ,the liijes thi« 
JForenoon. He was faluted at fort-Negro with 
1.5 guns on his',rjeturn to the ramp, frpni 
whence . he .' proceeded, acoompamed with a 
' peat many boats, to Algazirat^' yAitxt the 
lipping faluted him. The defeftcr who came 
in on the 29th laft month reports, that the 
Count was expcftedin the Spani/b camp when 
he left it, and added, that fevei^ French regi- 
ments were pwrc^aring to reinforce xhfiSfanl/h 
army next fpring,^hough they flattered them- 
felves at St. Roqiiey tliat the garrifon would be 
in their hands much fooner. 

Laft night we fired at the enemy's breaftr 3du 
work, an incredible number of fmall dells, 
and feveral carcaflcs, but we »do not perceive 
2fiy particular damage done. 

GARRISON 
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Oft. 3. 



GARRISON ORDERS. 

If the enemy approach towards any of the pq/is^ 
and at all times wJjcre there is any firings or any 
thing extraordinary happens in the nighty reports 
are immediately to befent to the Governor ^ and the 
Field Officer of the day^ and notice given to the ad-^ 
jacefit pofis. In cafe of a fudden attack ^ upon any 
of the pofis^ the Officer commanding there^ wtll 
makefucb a difpofttion for the defence of bis pofl^ 
as the nature of 'the attack may feem to him to rc^ 
quire. 

4th. About eleven o'clock laft night, there was 
a great deal of firing at the entrance of the 
Bay ; and this morning we perceived the ene- 
my in poffeiSon of a cutter, with a Spamjb 
eniign above the Englijh. 

6th. Our cartel went out this day for prifoners 

of war, but they only received the women, 
children, and invalids — ^the feamen were de- 
tained. What the Spaniards mean by this, is 
not known : if they mean to ftarve us into a 
furrender, they fliould fend every man they 
take prifoner ; for the more we have to main- 
tain, the fooner will our provifions be con- 
fumed. 

7tb. This day the To\ni-Major went out on the 

ifthmus with a parley ; the fentinel at the ad- 
vanced work, at firft oppofed his pafling^ but 
after fome deliberation, accompanied him as 
/ far as the Round Tower ^ where an officer came 
to receive the letter, but looked very fullen^ 
not being pleafed with having their works ex- 
amined. It feems they have good covering 
for their men there. 

Laft 
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^ ^ Lafj: nightr the ^ ?npTO raifed. .the . merlons of lyBo 
.^Jt:k^r/h^tt^TisS',it':,,^c, lities, about two feet Oft. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 



^ Tj&^ men to receive U-mrraWj two pound of fait 8 th. 

J^Jh^'one ditto of fprkj and half .a found of beef J'' 
. ■ * 
Wind E.. This morning early, a fmafl fettee nth. 

v^urived with fupplies from Minorca^ and the 

^Ipatron Having intimated that two others were 
Itahding for the Rock, our boats went out 
>vijth. an intention to aifift theni, but no fuch 
»vcffels appeared; however a Danifh dogger, 
in' company with a Dutch conVoy, having come 
pretty near Europa Advance j which flie could 
.not fee on account , of a thick fog ; our bo^ts 
boarded ajid brought her in* She proves to 
be from Malaga^ bound to Copenhagany laden 
with lemons, oranges, raifins, &c. which arti- 
cles being deqmed very wholefome for the 
troops, efpecially the lick, the Governor or- 
dered her cargo to be landed. An attempt 
wjis. alfo made by our boats upon a Dutch fhip, 
but on account of the fire fr,om thp frigate of 
the convoy, was compelled to defift. 

Lafl night a folcUer attempting to defert to 12 th. 
the enemy, from Middle-hill Guard, fell from 
.the heights, jind was dafhed to pieces at the 
foot of the Rock. One would imagine it to 
be madnefs in a perfon to endeavour to efcape 
,that way, as the precipices of the Rock are fo 
fteep, that the very idea to a rational man, 
would deter him from fuch a proceeding. 

E Two 

• A great pan of which is quite rotten, particularly 
the ialt fiib. 
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1780 Two of the enemy's giiii-bofats have for thefe 
Oct. feveral mornings appeared off the Old Mole- 
1 6th, Head (at long-gun-mot diftance) and x6vr 
gently along in a line oppoiSte the King's^ 
BaJliGn^ as if they were founding : they pre- 
vent our fifliihg boats from gomg to their 
ufual pofts. Yefterday and this day, a large 
body of the enemy were bufily employed in 
levelling a piece of ground on the eaft fide of 
the firft guard-houfe near Fort Phillippe. Our 
engineers are bf opinion they are going to 
erect a battery there. 

1 8th. The enemy's gun-boats, yefterday and this 
day, fired on our fifliing-boats, and obliged 
f hem to come in. It is evident their intention 
is to prevent the fupply of fifli, as* well as meat. 
The ordnance mounted in thefe boats, dif- 
charge fliot 261b. weight, and are of great 
annoyance, ^fhey are able to attack a fliip of 
force in a calm. 

1 9th. Wind E. Came in a fmall veflel from Mabon^ 
with variety of articles. The gun-boats fired 
feveral flvot at the 5/. Fermin floop, which fhe 
returned, but the enemy did not do any da- 
mage to her or the garrifon. 

We have thefe feveral nights, at intervals, 
difcharged * light balls on the ifthmus, todifco- 
ver if the enemy's parties were working, which 
the Spanijh foldiers often extinguifh by cover- 
ing them with fand. 

GARRISON 



* Some caft m lead, and fome made of flrong paper^ 
Hlled with a compofition, which while it bums, gives a 
iufficient l^ht to oblerve the enemy's motions. 
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GARRISON ORDERS. 1780 

Iffues of provifionfor the next m§ntb^ commencing Oft 1 9 
^idof OdobcTy and ending igtbNov. 1780. 

MEN PER WEEK. 

Beefy one pound ; pork^ one ditto ; peafe^ one pint; 
' ^atjnealj one ditto ; buttery two ounces and half; 
^ wheat J one pint and half; flour y^hs of a pound; • 
Toiflnsy half a pound; kidney beans ^ me pint ; vi- 
megoTy quarter of a pint^ in lieu of three pints of 
"feitfey andfeven ounces butter. 

Wind S. £• This morning arrived and an- 21ft.- 
chored under Europa Advance^ not being able 
to get round the Point, a fmall boat with wine 
and other neceflaries from Algiers. The Spa-- 
nijh General fent in a parley this forenoon, 
wherein it is fignified that he will not any 
longer communicate by land, and appointing 
Flags of Truce to meet in the Bay, whenever 
neceflary. 

This morning the weather being more calm, 2 ad* 
t our boats brought round the fettee that an- 
chored under the Advance yefterday. About 
four this afternoon, three of the enemy's gun- 
boats faluted the EnterprizCy with their 26 
pounders, which flie returned : — ^the battery 
at the ikole and South Bajiion fired feveral 

E 2 rounds 

• The provifion is getting very unfit for ufe, and the 
^heat delivered to the troops is of no fervice, as the in- 
Sde is defli^^ed by infedts, and only the integument re- 
nxaixunfi^ 
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1 786 totinds at them, which made them take a hafly 
<)qt. farewell. Sev^fejr^'of their Ihotr came on fliore, 
27 th* This morning we perceived tliat the enemy 
"had extended their advance, work (now term- 
ed the Tower JSj0if^ryJ fever al.yirds. ^e Sred 
many fliells, but without fuccefs, as mbfl^f 
them fell wide ^f the work ; the Spanijh ioU 
-diers encouraged by this, came out and exhi- 
t)ited tokens of defiance, but a round of iXifell. 
tiiTeaed grsipe fliot fvom\WiUu\ foon njad^ 
thetn forget their paftilne. They are ftiU einv 
"Jiloyed On the work adjkcelnt to Bt. PlMlfff^^ 
atnd h^ve begun to make a batt^i;y at Ca/»rirt^ 
Pointy either to proteft their leruizers wj^idh 
anchor there, or to annoy our flapping pa£lng 
bv. ^'^^ ^ 

31ft. 'We continue to keep iq) a fife upon the epo- 
'my on the ifthmus, which lias greatly pr^ 
vented their carrying oin f heir works «; they 
4vave not ^madie toy addition rfince the 26tl^, 
Laft night ^twoifoldiers that were fentihels at 
VpperFo'fbes\ got^diorwh by means of a rope, 
and defeated. The intelligence they may coir- 
vey to the enemy, will be far from agreeable 
to tTieir wifhes : to hear that the Britijh troops 
are in high fpirits ; that our batteries are ia 
excellent d^rder^ and well furnifhed with ar^ 
tillery, will have a greater tendency^ to difi:oi|<» 
ragement than martial animation. 

The difficulties ftill to be encountered, and 
the impending danger which haiig oyer our 
heads, feem to make no other impreffion on 
the foldiery, than to ftimulate them to labo- 
rious exertions, and to make them look for- 
ward to that fame and gloiy which is to be 
Acquired. / remain yours ^ &V, • 

LETTER 
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•'"■.• • • 

Gibraltan 
« Dear BuoiiHER^ 

OU'Rj fii?uation: ftill remairw the fkme; the 1780 
* enemy wqrkingi, and wic. firing : Admiral Nov. i 
Bareelloy with an unexampled ftriftnefs, con^ 
ihuea to guard thecntrance of the Bay ; even 
neutrals are^not allowed. to* pafs without exa- 
ftiitiation. A ft|ow who kept company, with 
1 Frensb coavoy which. paffed»ta the e^ftward^ 
iiid rtiade^ a fuddfen pufli for Europay was taken 
to the fouthwanj o£ the Point, and carried 
into Ceufa. This day we fired feverai well^ 
^re^dfllells anto^^ the Tower Battery ^^ where- 
ifre- heard men at work* 

Laft night two foldiers dfeferted from .the- 2d* 
^rifon^ they, got down, by a. rope^ at Zoca 
Datt^y^ ftrtpped^ and todk to. the water. The 
taeiny worked- vqry hardb till near, tw-elve 
q*dock, when they were forced to leave off oiv 

account of our fire, 

• .. . . 

GARMSGN" ORiDERS. 

'^e^ regttnenti t^ kt ferved ivith fcfi bread qh 
Monday next^ 

Lsdl nr^4?, between feven and -eight o'clock, StJ><^ 
the enemy Vcpui^rsfiredat a vefiH.ftanding 
for the Bay 5 with the wind at weft ; the fir« 
Was retiirned'by her^ andfoon after we heard 
3B explofion.of powder^ fo tliat we conclude j. 
tiiher the vl^5&l or^a^ Spanift> cruizerblew up«. 
. ^ TLi The 
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1780 The enemy labour much at their advanced 

Nov, works, and notwithftanding thefe moon-light 
nights, and our frequent nre, they have cx» 
tended their approaches towards the weftern 
Ihore. One of the bodies of the two f^ldiers 
that deferted the 2d inftant, was found floats 
ing under the line-wall ; another corpfe ' wa« 
feen taken vp on the llrand» near Fort St, 
Phillippe. 

joth. Laft night arrived a fettee, with wine and 
fundry articles from Faro. The Governor 
does not permit any of the people that come 
to the garrifon, either from Eaft or Weft, to 
land, until the Produft-mafter has given them 
infiruAions with reiped to the intelligence 
they may bring. 

iith* We kept up a heavy cannonade from all 
the batteries that could bear upon the ifthmus 
and lines, till after mi4pight. It is reported 
that feveral carts and worldng-parties were 
advancing, but it would be an impofjibility for 
the enemy to execute any bufi^iefi under fo 
briflc a fire, 

1 2th, Wind N. W. This morning early, we dif^ 
covered a fmall fail under the Barbary fliore»^-< 
three of the cnemy^s gun-boats fet out from 
Cabritta Pointy and as foon as they came near 
enough began to fire upon her, which Ihe re- 
turned faintly, but kept ftanding her courfc ; 
the boats afraid to board her, two xeb€ic3 
ftretchcd down upon her, and fired a broad-^ 
fide or two without doing any execution : the 
boats continued their f^re until fhe got under 
the garrifon guns, when our batteries at Europa 
l^nd Buena-Vt/ia^ played fo brilkly^ that they 
found it prudent to chace her no longer. Sh^ 

proYcn 
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proves to be the Tomg Sabine^ Captain M'Clorg^ 1 780* 
from London^ in 1 8 days, with flour and other Nov. 
neceflary articles, burthen 200 tons, and ten 
xnefi* She was greatly damaged, and her fails 
sdmoft torn to pieces, having received 29 fliot 
'^^hich ftruck her in different parts during the 
a^on: — She had only one man flightly 
ivounded. 

This morning a Minorca fettee arrived with- 
Out any interruption, from among feveral Spa- 
»j/& cruizers, who took her to be one of their 
own veffels, till they faw her ftand in. 

Laft night came in a fettee from Malaga t4th. 
with fruit only — ^the. 5^;2j/Z> cruizers convoyed 
fiicr nearly under cmr guns,, by means of a 
^ibe,. as the Patron relates, but we are rather 
fufpicious of hep being fen t in by Barcello, to 
view our fituation and learn the ftate- of the 
garrifon,. 

This morning a Tartan^ a little to the eaft- 
ward of the Rock, made a fignal for affiftance, 
but on account of the current, our boats could 
not weather round: fhe got almoft under 
Europa guns, where Ihe was boarded by a 5^^* 
nlfh lugger's boat, but the crew made their 
efcape in their own boat, and came in : flie 
was from Minorca with fupplies. The enemy 
are working day and night, and we keep firing^ 
as brilkly. 

. Sale Prices of Frovifion^ arrived here with 
Captain M^Clorg : 

Flour, per barrel - * ^T.^ 12 o 
Cor* butter, per pound -029 
Gloucejter cheefe, ditto -024 
Hams, ditto - - • o 2 4 

Faconv 
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?7§o Bacon, ditto. per, pound: - o 2. 4.,. 

Nov, Cloais, pe^vchaldron . - - '4,^4 ?• ,. 

14th, Herrings, per barrel - - 4. o o ,^ ' 

Candles, per paun4 - - d. i. . 4. ' . 

Sorter, per hogfhead - 6 1 p . 9 

. Rum, per gallon. - -. - o 18 o^ . 

. This is a (jpecimen. o£ the prices,. as, they, jirc 
fold ijj^iots by auftion, but the buyers who rfc. 
t^il; them, again make, almo^i gent* p^jr.ce^ti* 
You may therefore ju4g^ How thofe ar^ fitju^? 
t^d who are oblige^ to purchafe from, th^' rc^' 
toilers. . . - . 

About eight this xiiorning, the J\{f-^/tf^^fettW} 
received an order, to leave Uxe harbour, a$ t|^ej 
General exitertain9 ad9uht;Qf her fif}eridfl^;p^ 

15th. Laft, night, between eight, and nine:Q*clock, 
feveral guns were brilkly fired towafdjs. th?, 
entrance, of the bay, and^ continued, firing for 
the fpace of half an hqur ; and this mqrfEiipg. 
we perceived the enemy in pofleffiori of a.brig,. 
which we fuppofe to. be an Engltjh veffel ixovoi. 
the weflward. 

1 7th. The enemy's gun^boats, yefterday evening, 
arranged themfelves in the bay, when on. i. 
i^al from Fort'Negrpy they opened their fir^ 
towards the RojSay iheihxpping oS Raggecf^q^j 
and Saluting'Battery^ which was as freely . re^ 
turned by the garrifon and men of war ; moff 
of their ihot came on Ihore, but did no con-^ 
fiderable damage. This attack greatly facilir 
tated their operation^ on tjie ifthmus ; for 
while our attention was dure^ed towards their 
gun-boats, th^ enemy by lapd were affiduoufly 
employed in fl:rengthening their advanced 
works and Towcr-^battery^ for at day-break this 

morning 
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morning, we perceived fome thpufands of fand 1 780 
baffs pUdd on their approaches, which willaf- Nbv, 
fordthem the greateft coyer from the . fire of 
our hatteries on the height, This weD-planricd 
operj^tion ^ined them a' confiderablc <lcquifif 
tion, and will much forward- their enfuinfj la* 
bours. 

Notwithftanding our. heavy fire laft night, i8th, 

the enemy extended their approaches confider- 

ably. They have begun forming a. trench 

towards the Centred/lone Guard-Houfe on the 

Itiilhmus, to cover their men paifing to and 

' fironpL the Tawer-Battery. 

GARRISON^ ORDERS, 

Froviftons from the 2otb November to the lyih 
Tkcefnber. 
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Beef^ one pound and half; Pork^ one ditto ;f 
Peafe, one pint ; Oatmeal^ one ditto ; Wheat, one 
ditto ; Flour, y^ths pound I Rniftns, half ditto ; 
Pice, half pint ; Butter, two ounces and half ; 
Vinegar, 1 '4th pint. 

cdr Seven pound Bread ferved weekly to officer s^ 
and men.* 

The enemy, laft night, again faluted us with tgth^ 
a liberal difcharge of twenty-fix ppupdcrs, di- 

re.ded 

*. Thoiigh . this allowance of Bread may be confix 
i&rj^d a^i fuffipient;, y/st. it being comppfed of ground 
Peajfe,. Oatmeals arid damaged Wheat, without Ibeinij 
i^ted, a fmall • quantity will weigh a pound, nor is it 
fatisfying to men who perform coniiant laborious 
Qjpenttions, 
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1780 reeled at our (hipping — ^The Ncw-Molc^ South ^ 
Nov. King^s^ and Montagtie's Baftions, and Saluting 
Battery, opened upon them with the greateS 
fury, sind continued firing upwat-ds of an hour 
— ^During the aftion, a gun unfortunately burft 
upon the King^s Baftion, which killed the Bom- 
bardier of the detachment, and wounded ano- 
ther man — ^The head and thigh of the former 
was tore off — ^fcveral pieces of the gun flew in- 
to the centre of the town, but happily did no 
mifchief. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

20th. No lights to appear towards the Bay^ in any 
houfsj barrack^ guardhoufe^ or other buildings af- 
terfeven 0^ clock at night. 

a I ft. The enemy's gun-boats continue their night- 
ly exhibitions — ^they did not injure us much 
by their fire laft night. This day a foldier was 
miffing, but not from any poft on duty. 

33d. The enemy's gun-boats, laft night, ag<un 
vifited us with their ufual generofity ; but moft 
of their fhot fell fliort, fo that the garrifon 
and (hipping made no return. The enemy, 
it is imagined, misjudged the diftance, not 
feeing any lights on ftiorc, agreeable to the- 
orders of the 20th inft. 

24th. The' enemy continue their regular ap- 
proaches, feveral parties employed in bringing 
down to their lines, fafcines, gabions, empty 
calks, &c. They have begun a paffage to- 
wards the garrifon, and made a fortee be- 
tween the feven and fourteen gun-batteries : 
— We annoy them as much as poffible, with 
our finaJI Ihells, during their nightly labours, 

for 
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for in the day time they do not carry on any 1780 
yiiible work* In fearchlng after a foldier, Not* 
who has been miiling fince the 21ft inft. (fup- 
pofed to have deferted) the fkeletons of two 
men were found behind the Rock — A warning 
to the incpniiderate from attempting to de- 
fert. 

The gun-boats attacked us again laft night 25th. 
—the Enterprize returned a few fliot, but the 
garrifon was filent, except towards the ifth- 
mus, where a general difcharge of ordnance 
continued during the night. We fct fire to 
part of their works, but not effe<JhMillyj the 
enemy, however, extended their 'approaches 
fome yards. The work on the ftrand, near 
Fort Phillippe^ is now completely finiflied, being 
a battery of 1 2 guns, conftrucled for the an- 
noyance of our mipping, between Ragged Staff 
and New Af (?/?.— It appears to be about 1 2 or 
14 feet high, and according to our opinion, 
well executed. 

The enemy's gim-boats generoufly gave us 26tli. 
a few rounds ; they fired feveral of their fliot 
into the town, without doing any mifchicf.-— 
pne fell into the Produft-Mauer's quarters, be- 
hind King*s baftion. Our (hipping, yefter- 
day, hauled into New Mole; — many are of 
opinion they have fome intimation of a fpeedy 
attack, and others, that it is to prevent being 
fo much expofed to the enemy's gun-boats. 
The Spanijh approaches were much forwarded 
laft night ; the centinels at the Tower battery 
yefterday, fired feveral mufquet fliot at our 
gardeners, outfide of Landport : they have 
plundered the gardens every night of late, but 
now, in the moft audacious manner, they * 

come 
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1780 come forward in thq day time to gather vege- 
Nov. tables — ^We occafionally fire wall-pieces, grape- 
i(hot, and' Imall fhdls, but they fern fq re^lute,. 
that all our efforts to make them defift carinbti 
intimidate them. Several men have been fecn 
to fall at the Tower battery, but we have BOt 
been fortunate enough to hit any of thofe that- 
come forward — the walls of the wells in the 
gardens afford them excellent flxelter. 

sptbi. TTie Danijh dogger that our boats brought 
in on the 1 1 th of Oftober failed yeftcrday for 
5/. Ubes : — the Spanijh crui:^rs picked her np, 
and carried her into ^Ahaziras. The enemy's 
approaches are forwarding with an, incredible 
ra;prtdity^ General Alvarezj who command? 
in the camp, viiits the lines and forts once or 
twice a week- — ^we know, him by his uniform 
and fu}te, on which occafion we never fire 
into the Spanijh lines — ^this is being politically 
complimentary. 

2pth. This morning came In a Spanijh polacrev 
with Ihoes, leather, filk, &c. on board — ^ihe was 
taken to the eaftward by the Angllcana priva- 
teer which is expefted hourly. 

Yefterday the rem4ning Spanijh frigatesjj, 
that were at Algaziras^ failed to the weft, fo 
that the only fhip of force which occupies that 
place is Barcello^s xebec.: — ^Two firefliips have 
been brought out oi Guadaranque river, and 
anchored at the Orange Grove / feveral mqre 
are getting ready in the rivers, andfome at 
Algaziras. It is probable that the enemy have^ 
feceived an account of our fleet being on its. 
jaffage, and are preparing for their dcip 
:ru(3:io^^ 

I remain Tour^Sy ^u 

JLETTER 



GIB R ALT A a. ' <9' 

f 

LET T E R XIV. , ;. 

Gibraltar. 

DkAIt BROTHER, • 

(■ ..... •.^.-, J t . . . 

AMIDST impending dangers, heavy la- 1780 
•bours, perpetual alarms, conftlnt watch- Dec*'i« 
ihgsj lively hopes and expeftations, I fnatch a 
few moHYents to devote to your -fcrvice. The 
•period for ^the celebration of immortal victo- 
RY or DEATH, hourly awaits us, and the glo- 
ries aiid pomp df battle, in foleihn ft^ ap- ./ ; 
|),roich: 'martial honours excite to valour, and 
thie cbhfideration of Britain* s caufe invigorates 
each bofdm to repulfe the coilibinied arms of 
im^perious G^t«/, and proud Iberia^ which glit* 
ter land ^dbrn the Sj)^/^ plaiiis.— 

f 

Although the god of war with afpecft griit)^ 
' Exultitig, ftrides around our battering Kock, 
And (laughter, with voracious jaws extended. 
Waits widi impatience lor the long-wUh'd prej^ 

This forenoon fignals were made at thfe 
S/a«j|%* watch-towers of an enemy being to the 
eaftward — 2l 'fliip appieared ftanding for the 
rock, chafed by two xebecs; two gun boats 
puflied out from J/gazirasy and foon got neiar 
lier — a fire itiirtiediately commenced between 
them, and continued till flie came under £z^* 
/•^/^ guns, without doing e;^ch other much da- 
mage. She proves to be the AnglicanalcXXtt 
of marque, of 26 guns, and 80 men, from. 
Smyrna laden with lilk. A finall xebec wis 
carried into Jlgaziras^ with k Spanijh eh;;fign 

above ^ 
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1780. above the Englijh^ many are of opinion that flie 

Dec. was a Minorca veffcl bound for this place. 

3d. Yefterday evening we had a violent ftorm of 
hail, rain, lightning and thunder — ^it did not 
reach the ^panijh camp, or they muft have fuf- 
fered confiderably. Arrived a Spanijh frigate 
at Algazifas^' 

4th. Wind. E. Laft night, with a ftiff breeze, 
the Anglicana failed from hence, on her pafiage 
to England. — ^The Governor forwarded an ex- 
prefs by her, and embarked a few worn-put 
foldiers. 

5tli. The weather having proved rainy and boit 
terous thefe three days paft, the enemy have 
not been able to execute^ any work on the ifth- 
mus, nor has any of their cruizers made their 
appearance in the Bay. The Governor has 
ordered tli& pavement of the ftreets to be dug 
up as far as Southport : one hundred and ten 
inhabitants, (befides thefoldiery) are employed 
in this work, viz. fixty Roman Catholics, thirty 
Jews, and twenty Britifli ; the ftones arc 
thrown over the line wall. The intention of 
this is, to prevent the havock that would enfue 
from the explofion of the enemy's ihells, when- 
ever they open from their batteries, as the 
weight with which they fall buries them under 
the furface of the ground, and when they 
burft, they fcatter whatever is near them for 
feventy or eighty yards around. 

8th. The enemy worked very hard laft night, 
and greatly forwarded their approaches : — 
This morninff-they fired very brifk on our 
gardeners, who were forced to retire. A fri- 
gate from tlie weft has anchored at the other 
fide. 

. Wc 
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We fired this morning by way of experi- 1780 
ment from Old Mole Head, fix ten-inch mells Dec. 
put of howitzers, one of which penetrated into gth. 
the centre of the Tower battery, which fet k, 
on fire, but the Spaniards very foon extin« 
guiflied it. 

The wind blowing ftrong E. and the fea too 
rough for the gun-boats, three fettees arrived 
from Minorca J and a brig from Leghorn, with 
wine and other neceflfaries. None of the 
Spanijh cruizers attempted to ftir. 

The enemy's covered-way is greatly extend- 
ed, a few nights more will bring it home to 
the Tower battery. The garrifon keep a con- 
ffcmt cannonade on the Spanijh working parties 
from the heights of Willis's. 

The enemy's covered-way is not yet com- J4tl\> 
pleated, owing to the rough and rainy wea- 
ther ; they have extended it very near the Eaft 
line of their advanced work. This morning 
five pieces of cannon, were laid in the fand be- 
hind the Old Mole. They have an elevation of 
45 degrees, and it is imagined they will fend 
fliot (red hot) into the enemy's encampment 
and Artillery Park. 

Lali night the enemy compleated their cover- 1 5tlu 
cd-way : they have brought it clofe home to 
the Eaft angle of the Tower battery — ^The wea- 
ther having proved calm, the Spanijh cruizers 
again cover the face of the Bay. 

The enemy laft night began another line of 1 6tlu 
approach, extending from the left of the Tower 
battery, towards the Centre-Stone Guard-houfe% 



GARRISON 
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Dec. GARRISON ORDERS. 

i6th. 

Tie tfjiics -of provifan for the next months to be 
the fame as laft^ except that only one week^s oat^ 
mealy at a pint' each ration, can be fpared, to ieavf 
the ufual fupply for the hofpitah. 

17th. The enemy extended their approaches loipe 
^yards Jaft night, and we, with our iif\ial libera- 
lity of fliot and Ihells, repaid their Ifibours^--;- 
JSeveral fettees, and polacres arrived from, the 
Eaft ^tJlg{iziras. 

ttift, . Wind W. Laft night a firing was hear^ 
from the Offing for near an hour, whichproved 
to be the Speed-well axttCT, with difpatches from 
.England, engaging a xebec, which was uncler 
the neceffity of putting into Ceuta to repair her 
damages ; the Speed-well got fafe into New Moie^ 
the intelligence brought by her is at prefent 
"kept fecret, 

fi3d. Arrjived the Hannah pnvztecr, from England, 
^ith cheefe, beef, pork, butter, &c. — ^a very 
goo4 fupply. It muft fenfibly aggravate Ad- 
miral ^S^^rf^//((?, "notwithftandirig the a.ttention 
and alertnefs of his armed boats and cruziers, 
that yeflels do frequently drop in here. 

a 5th. Xhis day the defer ter that came in the a.8th 
of September was fent to the Provoft, he being, 
from indubitable fach, proved a fpy. Several 
writings were found in nis f)offeffion, infcribed 
to a Spanijh officer, together with a plan of the 
garrifon fewed up in a coarfe cloth. Among 
other paffages he fays, that, " Between the 
Advance and Dead-man* s hole, the fliore is io 
'bold, tliat they may bring their fliipping dofe 

to 
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to the.Rocks, aipid l^iid the men froiriiOiff th^ 1780 
yArds J and, after this i:^ c}<^n<s, to take pofleflion Dec. 
<rf the travelling pieces of cannon qn Windrnnll» 
hill, draw them to the Soutb-paradfy and can- 
nonade the town/* fapie in laft night, the 
ihow Kitty and Polly from Liverpool^ with but- 
ter, flour, cheefe, and pptatoes ; the latter fells 
at fix rails per pound. Deferted a foldier in 
thp night:. 

This day two Moorijh veffels were carried 29th. 
into Algaziras^ ; it is conje&ured they were 
deftined for this place. 

This forenoon a fettee bdonging to the ene- 3Cth. 
my was becalmed off Europa, and our boats 
w^t put ajpd boarded her — ^the crew efcaped. 
-^he had two pigs and fgme enipty ^ajtks on 
board. It is fome time fince we had the fatis- 
fadion to boift the Enzliflj colours over, the 
Spaniflb. 

This morning a Tartan, laden with brandy 31ft. 
'^d fugar, came in from Minorca. She brings 
no particular intelligence. Laft night a ferjeant 
deferted from the back of the Rock. No rea- 
Con czT\ be alEgned for his committing this dif- 
^^ceful aft. 

The enemy keep attentively at work, and 

^rward th^ir approafh^s and covered retreats 

'Vrith the utmoft fpirit ; their lofs of men does 

not difcourage their operations— they feem 

-determined to capture Gibraltar. Probably the 

Yie^t year wiU decide the conteft. * If they 

ihould be fugcef^ful, and take the garrifon, it 

Ayill be a vidory worthy of record ; but we 

have not the lealt idea of this nature, our.bat- 

. f teries 
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1780 tenes ate fo weU mounted with heavy ordnance* 
Dec. and manned with Britons, that the name e^ 
31ft. being conquered only excites a defire for adion* 

■ ' ■ » • ^ ^ > ' 

' " , iDear Brother, 

Affedionateiy youfs, ^a 

L E T T E R XV. 

Gibraliari v 
Bear BaotHEfe, 

1781 Y^UR profpeft is but gloOmy ; the enetny 
Jan. ^^ are very bufy, and are ftill forwarding 

1 oth. works of annoyance. It is conjedured as fodn 
as the bomb-battery oa. the ifthmus is com- 
pletedj: that the aciion will begin ; which I 
doubt not wilt terminate with glory to Great 
Britain. » 

This day, undef flaff^ of truce, the two 
Moorijh gallies, that arrived the 29th of laft 
month, were condu(Sed frotn Algaziras to this 
place ; they have brought Conful Logic, and 
the Britijh families and Jews from Tangier. ^Te 
learn that hoftilities are^ conimenced by the 
Barbarians againft us, and that the Emperor of 
Morocco Mas fold the ports of Tangier and Teiur' 
an to his Catholic Majefty ; by this means the 
enemy conclude Gibraltar muft be their own, 
for that famine will compel us to capitulate.— ^ 
I hope their expeftations will be fruftrated, and 

that^ 
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thlt, in fpite of the united efforts of 6ur foes, 178 1 
the .fir//^ enfigns will continue flying here. Jan. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

The centrles on thefea4ine are not tefuffer any 14th. 
•per/on to land under any part of the line-wall^ or 
upon the rotks towards the foutbward^ or to remain 
mjhore there after firji gunfire^ hut to fire upon 
whoever they may difcover^ cither on Jhore^ or at'- 
tempting to land cfter that time* 

Laft night a Spanijh frigate was drove by a 1 5th, 
ftorm under our walls, the garrifon took her 
. for an Englijh veffel, therefore did not fire up- 
on her ; a heavy fain and a thick haze coming 
on Ihe efcaped, and at day break we perceiv- 
ed her at anchor near the Orange Grove ^ in dif- 1 
trefe. The two Moorijh gallies failed from j 
Kence to the weft. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

Ration of provifions from the i^th of January ^ 
. till the wih of February^ 

MEN PER WEEK* 

Bread, f even founds ; Beef one ditto; Pork^ 
vrte ditto ; Peafe, one pint ; Butter ^ two ounces and 
a half ; Cl^efe, fix ounces, in lieu of half a pound 
of Beef Thefmall articles the fame as lafi month. 

Wind W. This mofifeng arrived a brig 16th. 
from the Madeira Ifiands with 80 pipes of vAxiz. 
She was drove from hef moorings in a ftorm, 

F 2 with 
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J 78.1 with only fix hands on board— -*Ito cargo. iriB 
Jan. prove a vfeful fupply, and it is much w^ntoL 
1 8. Wind W. S. W. Laft ni^lit came in the 
Tartar privateer, horn England, with difpatches 
from Government — ^Ihe had a paffage of fix? 
teen days, and brings the intelligence Uiat 
hoftiUties are commenced againft thcDuick.'^ 
She had the good fortune to capture four DuUb 
vefiels on her pafTage, and carried them into 
Portugal 1 he Enterprize frigate tying, in th# 
New Mole fired feveral ihot at her, iiaSpeQxDg 
her to be an enemy, as (he ftood tOM'ards the 
bottom of the Bay, our former anchorage, but 
on her hailing in Eriglifb the firing c^ded-^ 
happily no damage was done. 

General Eliott has ordered letters of mawpie 
to be ifl'ued againfl the Dutch ^ in the manner 
t>f thofe granted againft France and Spairu. The 
garrifen received the above account yAxK iini- 
verfal fatisfaclion ; the officers and every m- 
Vlividual feemingly felt a martial pleafure upon 
the occafion. Whether from it being the an- 
nivcrfary of Her Majefty's birth-day, or from 
this piece of information, the royal ftandard 
was hoifted, and a rejoicing obferved by 
the garrifon, Slipping, boats, &c. by a dit 
charge of cannon at one o*clock — the feamen 
manned and cheered, and the land-batteries 
fainted the enemy's works with ball. 
20th. This morning, foon after d^y-break,. the 
ferjeant commanding the Bav-fide (a detached 
guard) jumped over the palliladoes, and wall{> 
ed gently on towards the enemy's works, 
feemingly undetermined, whether to go for- 
ward, or return to the garrifon. The fentinclg 

diii^harged 
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dHkkafeea theis- tttufquetry, biit It is xmcertain iySt 
U4ieUi^ lahy of them tobk effeft. Jati, 

Laft ttightj witii a ftifF brfeeize ^t N. W. thfe 23d. 
Totmg Sabine and the Hannah privateers failed 
for Minorca. Admiral Barcello having miffed 
them this morning, detached a frigate to the 
eaft, undier all the fill fhe could croud, but it 
IS not . probable flie will be able to come up 
with theni, they being near twdve hours fell 
#phead. 

Yefterday evening,^ a foldier deferted, fup- 25th.. 
pofed from the heights of the Rock. 

Wind S. E. Arrived the Tartar^ a French 28th. 
pri^Cy of 26 giins, from Leghorn^ rwixh wine, 
oil, brandy, &c. She picked up at fea the Bril^ 
lidiu^s long-boat, which makes us imagine that 
frigate was forced to the eaft^ard, \Cdth a ftrcng 

northerly wind ,. 

. Wihd E. Lift night foiled the Tartair prlva- igtlu 
letr^ that arrived here bri the i8th iiift^ Thie 
fcneiiiy tlireW feyeral rockets froni theii: tow- 
fefs,^ild this rtiornirig w obferved jfc xebec re-' 
ttitiiihg from the Gut without het prey. Oii 
the iaiid fide the enemy coidtintie tfietHaboUrkj;, 
Iter are we negligent itl attiibyitig theni. Three: 
foldiers are miffing, fuppofed to have deferted. 

Winds. E. Aririved a iar§;e fettee andi 3oth^ 
Tartan from Minorca, with wine, &c. They 
bfirig ^ord oJFihfe BriiHani's f^e^mvdl in that 
Jibft. . 

Winds. W. ^eftet^y evening filled a brig 3i.ft.. 

friim hence, Wnd to^ -^i?%, wk^ f^Ppl^^^- 
The crieihy eitehdedi their apj^roadbi^s about 
|[v6 yard^ laft hight, irid thije^ rip feveraV 
h^ajps of fand.^— SiaWie infantry hive marched 
into tlicir caffip> repotted to hs\^e landed at 
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1 78 1 Cadiz. Admiral Barcelh remains at anchor, 
Jan, but his cruizers frequently come over to peep 
at our wprksjj an4 obfenre the $tuation pf ouf 
. navy. 

'. / anij 

Hear Broth^Ty 



LETTER XVI. 

QibraltatK 
Dear Brother, 

Feb. i.T^OTWITHSTANDING every effort, and 
-^-^ the moft ftudious inventions of annoys 
ance that poiJibly could be ;idopted or executed^ 
we have hitherto found ourfelves inadequate 
to retajrd the progrefs of the enemy's pperati-r 
ons ;. and to do juftice to our affailants, they 
have invariably, from the period of th^ir Jrft 
labours, to the prefent forwardnefs of their ap* 
proaches, fliewn a martial fpiri t, an4 imd^upted 
refoiution. 

Thte enerpy extended another branch of 
their approach laft night, compofed of fafcinesi 
and fandrbags. We fixed in the courfe of 
. an hour 500 round of jfliot and fliells. Thi^ 
morning a foldier defertcd from th^ garrifon. 
sd. Our men . piF war's boats went round to the 
back of the R(^ck this forenoon, where they 
faujad tte bodies pf tixe foldier mi^ng yefter^ 
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day, and the ferjeant mentioned 31ft of Dc- 1781 
cember laft, both in a fliattefed condition, h F^b. 
is aftonifhing, notwithftanding the tremendous 
inftaxices fo frequently exhibited, .they have 
not fulKci^nt terror, to prevent men from en- 
deavouring to efcape to the enemy. 

This morning at day break, came m a defer^ 8thi 
ter from the enemy : — ^He fays, ** 1 hat the 
Spanijh General ha3 received an order to recall 
the. working parties, in conjfequence of a pro- 
pofition made to the Court oi Ghat Britahi^ 
of fix millions of money, and a free trade for 
the garrifon.*^* There is not any reliance placed 
upon his intelligence.. If fucK an order had^ 
been received. General -^/'y^mr would have, 
conrimxinicated it to the Garrifom: Th^ Vork-- 
ing parties are not very numerous, or elfc they 
keep much under cover. 

Wind E* Arrived Xht Salijbury^ privateer, iith^ 
from Minorca-r-A laree xebec, and feyefal gal* 
lie» i^nde^voui^ed: to flip- between' her and the 
bn<i. ; ; ' 

The enemy appear to be in- motion on- the' 14th,. 
oppofite fide : fcveral fignals hung oiit from 
their watch towers, and-'their cruizers are re- 
turning to the bay. We are in hopes that the 
Britifh fleet are not far ofK 

Wind'N; Wi Pafled by about thirty fail oF 15th.. 
neutrals ; there being a thick kaze we could 
not perceive whether they wer« ihips of force. 
We fuppofe the fignals made yefterday was oc-'- 
cafioned by their appearance ofi the coaft, 

GARRISON ORDEliS.. 

• Ration of PrQVtfion from Feb, i2y to March 11, 
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1 78 1 MEN PJER 'WEEK. 

Feb. 

Bread J Jevcti founds ; Beef^ one ditto ; Phrfy 

one ditto; Buttery two ounces and half; Oil -^fint / 

Qheefe^ Jix oiinces ; peafe one pint ; Beam cn^ 

ditto ; Wheat y one ditto; Rice ^ Jix oU7ices; Raijinsi 

Jix ounces. 

1 8th. Wind ftrang E» About ii o^cIock lali 
night, the Salijbury got under fail : — ^Nohe of 
the ^emy's cruizers were out on account of 
the ftiff breeze and rough fea. 

19th. This ?dFternoon a brig arrived fropi Minorca^ 
in four days and a half, with flour, wine, fu» 
gar, and brandy. 1 wo xebecs in vain atv 
teppted to approach her as the wind blew very 
ftrong from the land. She brings intelligence 
that the French h^d blockaded Minorca. 

jifr. Laft night came in another brig from Minora 
cat — ^It mnft greatly chagrin Admiri^ Barcelh tcr 
view the fhipping drop in fo providentially, andf 
he incapable of detaching his cruizers to the 
eaft. — -Very llifF ])reezes have continue^ lincc 
the 1 8th inft. at E. and N. E. 

27th. Laft night a brig with four Genoefe oh boarrf 
flipped over from Jlgaziras witji a few trifling 
articles. The manner of her cojning, and thq 
imallnefs of het cargo, rather excites a fufpici- 
en. Ihe Governor, fsyer attentive to the 
fafety of the garrifon, and doubting the r^ 
intention of the crew, has Ordered a guard to 
mount on bp^trd her daily, until the affair is 
more thoroughly inveftigated. 

28 th. LaU: night under a very brifk fire, the enemy 
threw up a gr^sat (Quantity of fand upon their 

fafcinc 
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M:Irie #otks. It is fiippdfed th^it aj^lrdidkeff 1781 
are about twfehty feet hi|h. We this day di- ttb. 
refteU bur fire to the wieft enir^nce or the 28th. 
lines, as rhany Covered carts iirtt6 ofafehreid 
palliii? there. 

This ihonth ha$ clofed without induigiilg 
x)ur §:?^peftatiopis of fuccefe, but the eveilte of 
iX do liot difpirit bur hopes of happier cbnfe- 
quence^ to pur future efforts. 



'^m'^fi^'^ti^^ 



LETTER XVIL 

Cib rait arm 
Dear Brother, 

AR T and Ingenuity are with lis fb pervert^. Mar.^ 
ed from all benevolent exertions, that one 
-syould be induced to fuppofe froni the deftfiic- 
tive nature of our experiments^ that the ruin 
of man was the fole purpofe of their efforts. 
The over-ruling neeeffity which orders oiif 
preparations for >yar and havock, cannot fob 
the mind of its djftrieffes on contemplating the 
lamentable occafions which render indif- 
penfible Quadrants, Spirit-levels, and inftru- 
ments of various fbrftis and ihichiilery, which 
idorn the batteries, for the more exack and 
certain method of killing. Every one feems 
anxious to find out the fafeft^ quickeft^* ihd 
fureft method of difpatch, in the elevation and 
depreflion of the ordnance. I fuppofe in a 
(^%^ weeks more pfadice, they will be fb ex- 
pert 
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1781. pert in levelling a gun, that fhould a Spainard 
Jibx. 5 raife his head above the epaulement,* it will be 
immediately fevere4 from his fhould^rs ; for 
an emulative fpirit has difperfed itfelf to fuch 
a pitch among our artifts, that almoft evjery 
/day produces fome new contrivance for the 
promotion of flaughter ! 
* • Wind E, Laft night arrived a fettee from 
Minorca^ with fundry ufeful articles for the 
garrifon ; the Patron relates, that three French 
frigates are cruizing off the harbour to prevent 
fuccours going in or coming out of that place. 

7th. This morning, a little before the new guard 
came to relieve the old Landport guard, a foK 
dier on duty there jumped over the pallifadoes 
near the gate,^nd ran off. The feveral guards 
fired 114^ mufquet fliot at him, befide grape. 
He entered the Spanijh lines with every de«* 
monftration of joy, waving his hat. 

jth^ Yefterdciy and this day we had, feveral hours 
artillery-pradice on the batteries at the enemy^s 
works ; with the new-invented Quadrants and^ 
Levels: — tixe ordnance was well directed— r 
much fuccefe is proiiiifed' from the inerit of 
the feveral iriftruments under trial. The^ 
enemy, with great earneftnefs, became fpefta- 
tors fronj Forts St. Philltppe and Barbary^ asL 
our gims only played upon the advance-work^ 
on the ifthmus. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

The ratipns of prQvificm from the 12th ofMarck< 
, to the 8th of Jpril^ the fame as lajl months except 
' that no wheat yjitl he delivered. 

Wijidi 

* A part of fonification, which covfers breafl;-b*»glJ4 
<ompofgd of earth, gabions, &<;. 
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Wind E.* Came in a polacre and a T^rtan^ 1781 
from Minorca^ with wine and brandy ; the March 
latter received fe veral fliot from one of the 1 5Uu 
€nemy*s galleys that endeavoured to cut her 
off.— The French continue the inveftment oC 
]M[inorca* 

The enemy on the land fide are attentive to 
their operations, which we endeavour to check 
by a fmart fire ; we fuppofe they are mounting 
ordnance in their advanced worjcs. Yeflerday 
a foldier deferted from the garrifon. 

Arrived a Tufcan polacre, ^nd the Tartar iSth, 
cutter from Minorca^ with brandy and carra-. 
vances. — A xebec ftood over from Ceutay but 
too late to prevent their entrance, 

Yefterday evening, the Tt/can'i^ohxrt failed 2%d. 
on her paffage to Lijborij but the enemy took 
her in the night, and this mornipg carried her 
into ji/gaziras. 

Came in a half^xebec (a prize) taken by one 7,6th. 
of the Minorca privateers. She fays the French 
frigates fo clofely watch the entrance into that 
Jiarbour, that it is almoft impoflible for a vcffel 
Coming in or going out, to efcape. The French 
naval force is too powerful at Mahon for the 
Britijh to attack them. 

Laft night (Wind W. N. W.) the Enterprise 2gth. 
frigate failed from hence on her paffage to Af/- 
norca. The repeated intelligence of the French 
having blockaaed that Port, occafioned her 
departure, and we flatter ou^felves when flic 
arrives there, Our force will be equal tp theirs ; 
th6 Brilliant zn^ M/;2(?rr^ frigates being already 
on that ftation.-^This fortooon, a brig, half- 
bay over, was taken by the enemy's cruizers;- 
|l\e cr^w, being nine in nymber, efcaped in 2, 
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i^8i b6at: thfcy mciitiioni •«ThAfc the J^rftgiB fleet 
iAttdi iud twice put to fea, but was forced td feturfe j 
dwing to bad weather, and cdntf ary xHBdS.*' 
Th^ brought foihe poultry in thieir i&iiy 
^hich tWn iffbrd them a preferit fupply • thl? 
fowls fold for four dollars each, equal to twelve 
millings and nine-pence ; pigeons, thirec dtol^ 
isirs per couple, equal to ninb {hillings ahd fh. 
Tcil-pence ; ducks, eight dollars fbui* rials piff 
couple, equll to one pound fix-ftUlihg^ ihd 
lix-pence. Every fpfecies of provifion iis 63dl 
at the fame rate, and moil of the fait ih^it let 
the garrifon is quite rbtteti* 

I my 

« « • . 

Dear Brother y 

Affeilionaielf Vmru 



• \ • ♦ 



LETTER XVIII. 

CiJbrtfttan. 
Dear Brother, 

April ^Hf^HE garrifori are ridify with tiimultiioui 
3d. ^ joy, occafioned by the arrival of a cuttef^ 
laft night from the Weft : file brings the cap- 
tivating and enlivening . intelligence of the 
JUritiJh fleet, for the relief of the garrifori, . be- 
ing on their paflage. We feeni to be anothcf 
people— no depreffiori of ipirits — every coun- 
tenance is adorned with fatisfaftofy friiiles — ^ 
ibdal greeting of friends and acquaintances^ 

congratulatory 
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^pjngrati^atory of the happiaefs about to ^ 1781 
experienced. ^ — ' 

This morning two fire-ihips were removed 
fcpm J^lgaziras tpwards Cabritta-Pointy intend- 
€4^ tqf tjfc enen;\y to run in aiQong our fleet : 
iy^e^. ojdbjers. ar^ at Orange GrovSy and fevcr^ 
p^uiy. iu ^l|ie. rivers. We are appreh^nfive bjf 
^^. b^iug a great apnpyance to our (hipping. 

^laft night la^d tte Sj. Fermin flopp, the 4th. 
Briliipnf.^ tender, and a fettee, fpr Mmrci^ 
%ysra xd;)(3cs immediately put to fea in purfuU: 
4[)£ tkena^j with a fin^ breeze at; Weft. Tb^ 
fi;)^y are very bui^ oi^ the oppofite fide, ij? 
g^tttt^ tjkeiJf fite-Jbips put of t^e riveirs. 

^nis. evening jfpi;i,r arwd bpa,ts, cojnp^>fed 6th, 

<£ a detachmen^t of five iihen fronv eacb reop^ 

m^^iL under the cominan.d of a naval offiiQer. 

^o^^ded froip, th? New Mole on an expeditJipQ, 

^o ciijt ojtit tlie twp fire-lhips which lay at an^- 

chor under Cabritta. It continued rainy zj^ 

dbudy till they had got within a ipite of tbem, 

wheii, oh a, fu4d^?> the clpi^ds difperfed,. aJR^ 

l^una r^fle^d fo gr^at a. li^jht, that they were 

JUiidei: the: neceflity of retmrning without ac- 

jcfa^aplifhing the by£nefs, the enemy havi^ig 

idj^Tcoyei^ed tl^e boats, and made a. ppfi^tio^ (A 

"jnce. 




Ratims of frovijtons from the ^ih of April Utb^ 

4th of May. 



MEN P£R W££K. 



Beefy thir^jeen ounces ; porky thirteen ditto ; hutr 
ttf^y tpci Glances, and half; raijinsy twelve ounces. ; 
f^r ^^\f, P.^^'9 beans y one ditto ; wheats one ditto; 
fm^Jom ounces ; oily i-z^thpint. 

Bread 
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tjSi Eread ijjued to officers and men one pound and half 
April every two days* 

8th. Wind W. About deveft this forenooh, We 
difcovered a fmall fail tinder the Bafbary (hore i 
about two o*dock the enemy's fquadroil weigh- . 
ed and ftOod for her, c^onfifting of* oixe xetJcci 
one galley, one cutter, and 1 5 large gun«boatsi 
(niolinting twenty ^fix pounders ;) as foon as 
they had reached her, they opened fiirioully 
both with round and grape fliot, which flic as 
brilkly atid heroically returned ; btoadfide fot 
hroadiide continued till fhe got under coyef 
of the gurig, when ihe received repeated alid 
loud huzzas from the gariifori. It is remarka- 
ble, notwithftanding the heavy Ctononade, hot 
a mail was( killed, and ohiy a few woundeSSl 
She proves to be the Eagle cutter from Port* 
Glafgo^'y but brings no accouht about tlie 
fleet, 
ilth, Lafl night, betweeli elexreti liid twclfd 
o'clotk, arrived off the Mole Headj the Kite 
cutter ; flie being challenged by the officer of 
the Mole guard, loudly ianfwered, ^^ From the 
fleet," which imrtiediately fpread* like wildf\ 
fire throughout the garrifofi; Mofpheus re* 
figncd his fovereignty, and flumber was flor^- 
gottcn; each found fufficient employ and fi^* 
tisfaftion in converfing on the interefting fub-' 

jeft.- We conjectured in the evening the 

Britijh fleet was near at hand^ , as the enemy's; 
towers and coaft were greatly illuminated^ 
"and a number of rpckets thrown up at Cabritta^ 
At fix this morning the fleet appesired in the 
Offings arranged in admirable order, fl:andin 5 
for the garrilon, -f/ith a gentle breeze at S.W. 

Afhout 
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Afttout of joy inftantly enfued from every 1781 
Cbrner, battery, and height, on the difcovery. April 
About nine, eighteen of the enemy's gun-boats 1 2th. 
bailed out from Jlgaziras^ but kept pretty well 
tinder the land : at ten they began a bri£k fire 
from the boats and battery at the point, upon 
our ffiipping ; two frigates bore down upon 
them, and played To warmly, that the enemy 
tnadc to land. The battery at Sandy Bay^ and 
the Ifland at Algazirds (mounted with forty^ 
two pounders) endeavoured to annoy our fliip- 
ing, but to little purpofe, as moft of their fliot 
felt wide. One fliip has juft dropt anchor.— 
A call to arms prevents my further writing j 
the enemy have opened all their batteries on 
the town ; confuflon and confternation are 
every where to be feen !— Adieu, dear brother, 
I muft haften to the alarm poft* 

• * V 



y 

*- 



Six 0^ clock in the evening. 

The necelTafy difpofitions having been made 
by the Governor, for the defence dF the garri- 
fon, I again refume the fubjeft on the feveral 
tranfaclions of the day, (during the few mo- 
ments I am_ unemployed from duty) and fliall 
endeavour as far as the noife of rattling can- 
non and burfting fliells will permit, to give 
you a faint defcription of the occurrences 
which took place about a quarter before twelve 
this fOTenoon, wheA the* enemy perceived the 
men of war had paffed the Gut, and a few en- 
tered 



y 
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t % 

1 78 1 UFed tbe Bay, t^ey opened all their batteriefy 
^prtt (in the Kiiesjaii,d on t[Uei$:hmus) with flio^; and 
.i2jti\. Iheiis o» the town. The bombardment 9qi»- 
n^q^ced on a fign^l from the Orange Qrm)^ 
whilft the inhabitants and foldiery were amu*- 
fing themMves \vith the afjxedion of the ihip« 
ping. This fudden alarm fpread iiniverial con- 
^i^rn^^ion, and the joiy predided on the Arri- 
val of the fleet was now turned into an unde^ 
f^ribabl^ fpifrow.— -The fpldiers haftened to 
their pofts, and the iipih^bitauts tQ their hpui^ 
||i<^](iy of whicl^ ^^^ inftan^ly in flamest from 
the ^ffe^k of the enemy's ihells : the obvionf- 
n^fs of gr^ on their part is feelingly exprdf* 
five J— their property confuipin|f with i^^pi^i* 
tyr — the uncertainty of felf-preferyation-r— i^^f 
ans^iety for the fafcty of their rdatiyes a^d 
deareft kindred-r-the irretriy^bUity of i^Qr 
vering the greater part of their valuables ; add 
to this, the mangled fpe^acles of fome already 
fallen from the cannonade, impelled them to 
fly from fuch a fcene of horror, and if pofsi- 
ble, fecure a place of flicker, however indif- 
ferent: pre9y)itation marked their tootfl:eps, 
and the confluence of men, women, and chil- 
dren at Soidl^port Caffy prevented a confidera- 
ble time, numbers from obtaining a fpeed,y 
paffage, ^yhich when they accompKflied, 
tjjjey fled in crowds to the heights of the 
It^ffc, 9ut of the reach of the enemy's land 
fire. Kfere appalled, they mingled togeth^ 
i^difcriminately, within fight of their former ' 
dwdjiii^g^j nQ\y in a ftate of incineration^r- 
Commuerable fituation ! — ^fliells explode over 
^ their h^ds*— cries echo — ^and vivid flaflies 
fu^rce the clp^4^ pf fmpke that coyer devafia- 

tion ; 
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tion; the thunder of the cannon reverberate 1781 
dreadfully to their ears, and every concuifion April 
renews their trepidation. 1 2th. 

I muft now proceed to give you fome ac- 
count of the cafualties collected. A fettee was 
funk bv a fliell lying at the Tanks^ near the 
New mole — the enemy*s fliot drop but fliort of 
that place. A fhell which exploded on the hill, 
wotinded Lieutenant Boag of the Royal Artil- 
lery. A ferjeant and feveral men wounded in 
thfe lines ; the ferjeant's hand was tof n off by 
th^ violence of the Ihell : — ^three men wound- 
^ at Grand Battery ; two at South Port ; three 
men killed in Kin^s Lines^ and one at South-^ 
Potty by a piece ojfa fliell that burft in the air* 
A Ihell which entered a houfe in Southport-Jireetj 
fa the explofion blew a Genoefe woman otit of 
a t^iiidow, but fortunately flie only received a 
bnli^e by the fall. 

The enemy are endeavouring to burn our 
flapping, by throwing fhells with a view to 
teaich the New Mole. The greater part of the 
Efiglijh men of war, keep cruizing off Europa. 
Admirals Darby^ Digby^ and Rofs arc in the 
Bay. Our town appears from the heights at 
the Southward^ to be infuppreffively on fire, 
and the fulgent blaze truly horrific : — the 
total dfemolition of thehoufes is thought to 
be in^vitablci We are prepared for the enc- 
Iny, fliould they attempt during the night to < 
ftol*m the garrifpn. Detachments having been 
feht to reinforce the feveral guards, and additi-^ 
tonal picquets mounted in the town diftrifts. 1 3th* 
■ The tfeitienduoufnefe of the cannonade laft 
night (fuppdrted with the utmoft vivacity on 
lipth fides) and v/hich ftill continues with una- 

G bating 
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1 78 1 bating rage, exhibited a truly graiid ind aW- 

April fill fpeclacle of war. The varied repercuflion* 

13th. from the Rock, of exploding fliells, and the. 

reiterated found of cannon and mortars, wqre 

- fuch as ftunned the air, whilft the eye traced 

with pain the ravaging effect, and gazed with 

anguifli on the continual flafli of ordnance> 

fpreading defolation in every direftion. 

The town is deferted by all but the foldiery, 
who amidft the roar of guns, mortars, howit- 
zers, and fliells, are bufy in retorting on the 
enemy the woes of war. One minute a ihot 
batters a houfe about your ears, and the ne^t 
a fliell drops at yoiA feet ; here you lie prof- 
trate, waiting the mercy of the explofion ; if 
you efcapc unhurt^ you are perfectly ftunned, 
and almoft fuflfocated with an intolerable ftench 
of powder and fulphun On every hajid flaugh* 
tered objefts lie before you, harrowing up the. 
tender feelings of the foul * one lofes an arm 
or leg, another cut through the body.j a third 
is blown to pieces with the burfting of a Aell :: 
indulgent parents lamenting the lofs of fons^ 
and women and children for hufbands and fa- 
thers. Here we behold, paflions unfeigjied^ 
grief without mockery, and diftrefs without 21 
veil. 

A detachment is ordered to Inarch, to rein* 
force a part of the works confidered too weak 
for a ftrong attack, or to relieve another who 
have ftood twenty-four hours facing an inve* 
•terate foe ; probably befot-e they reach the pofl 
my comrade falls by my fide, my acquaintance 
receives a wound, and my beftof friends lofe$^ 
the arm that was ever ready to cherifli and 
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No 6ne is exempt from duty : a hufband is 1781. 
called upon ; the fervice jdemands his imme- April 
diate prefence, nor dare he ftay to take his 1 3th% 
farewell by imprinting an aflFeftionatc kifs ; 
the thundering Mars, envious of his felicity, 
raifes the javelin for deftruclion, and levels his 
commiferating partner while he is abfent ; not 
fatisficd with lopping oflF fo material a branch 
oF happinefs, but extends his decifive com- 
mands over their tender offspring. On his 
return^-^O fenfibility ! what a ravaging fcene 
is prefented to his view ! let imagination con- 
ceive ; — a wife that foothed his every uneafi- 
nefs, and foftened the-* rigoi^rs of his fate, 
alas ! no more — his dear beloved children, that 
prattled with a thoufand innocent and engage- 
ing fmiles, and lifped forth their duteous ac- 
cents, that tended to diflipate the heart-cor- 
roding cares of life, and promifing to be a 
comfort in his aged days, are now reduced to 
a lifelefs lump of clay. Will not Jiis heart 
break forth in exclamation, ^^Omy beloved wife f 

* my charming /on/ my a?niable daughter/ not fuf- 
^ fcred to kifs thofe lips ivhiJe warm, nor to prefs 

* you to a bofom to which you was ever dear /* 

What inexpreflible anguifh muft the per- 
formers feel in the trying fccnes and tragical 
exhibitions, delineated with the moft defcrip- 
tive wretchednefs and mifery. This muft 
move pity in every heart, if not fteeled againft 
every humanizing principle. 

I cannot authentically learn the number al- 
ready fallen by the cannonade ; — ^various are 
the conjectures. An account is juft arrived, 
that Surgeon C/:>//&(?/;;z of the 56th regiment, 
has loft a leg by a fliot,, a^d that Lieutena?2t 

G z Bitdworth 
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' 178 1 Bud'worih o( the 7 23.' regiment, is woundeA 
April Two foldiers, and a boy of a wine-houfe, this 
13th, inftant killed at Southpott, by the explofion of a 
ilidl. The road from that gate to the naval 
, hofpital, is occupied by men carrying wound* 
ed foldiers from the batteries. Report fkys^ 
'feveral peffons are killed in town. The regi- 
ments tlot lodged in bomb proofs in the town^ 
are to receive camp equipage, and remove to 
their qtiarters marked out on the rifing ground 
from South Barracks towards WindmilUhill. 
14th, The fire from the enemy is computed at 
about three thoufand fliot and Ihells every 
>t\wnty-four hours, whidl pfbbably furpaffcs* 
* the heavieft cannonade recorded in hiftory. 
• Tlic damage done to the town is beyond cre- 
' dibility ; the greateft part of the hbufes and 
effects confumed, and others blown into ruins 
by the burfting of the Ihells. 

This forenoon, eleven Spajiijh gun-boats be- 
: gan a fire upon our fliipping, and carried away 
the foretop-maft of one of the men of war. 
I'hefe fquadrons of gun-boats (each mounted 
with a twenty-fix pounder) contribute their 
,quota to render our days and nights infinitely 
miferable and alarming, marking the feveral 
encampments for profcription, feizing on our 
retired hoUrs like iiightly robbers, filling the 
mind with the mqft agonizing apprehenfion^ 
awakening the garrifon from the repofe wea- 
ried nature jrequires ; and before you can fcarcc 
open your eyes, and prepare for the alarm, 
death ftaresyou in the face, or you feel a pre- 
cious limb mangled, or haftily torn away. ^ 
The frequent intcrfperfions of fliot, and the 
ignition occafioned by the enemy's fhells, 

which 



G r B R A L T^ A R. 94 

which inceflantly are poured on e\''ery past of lySi. 
the Rock within their reach, is beyond def- April 
cription dreadful. No place of fafety ! Not 14th. 
one fpot, but thefe unfriendly intruders vifit^ 
fpreading mortality in their circumrotation ^ 
voUies of fliocking mifery are hourly dif. 
charged, and the wearied foldiery, though 
overpowered with fatigue _£rom continual mi- (^ 

litary toil, are much prevented from enjoying 
the? few hours allotted for repofe, which a 
imall part of the garrifon only are exempted 
from duty, in the daily proportion of guards, 
picquets, &c. Every one finds an ii^tereft in 
watching — not oae moment's fecurity. If 
ihimber fliould clofe your eyes, probably, they 
might not view the enlivening rays of Aurora 
ki the morning. 

The wounded men are numerouily carrying^ 
firom the town difti'icls to the Naval Hofpital. 
Almoft every hour furniflies a new inftance of 
the cruelty of war. One man ha^ now paflfed 
me in a mangled fituaiion too dreadful to de- 
fcribe. Enfign Martin of the 39th regiment 
IS wounded, but not dangeroufly. A few fol- 
die;:s killed this day, and a great number 
wounded.. 

The Britijh. S^cet have not yet come to an- i5lh. 
chor, but keep hovering round the Rock. 
The enemy fupport the cannonade with unre- 
mitting fpirit, and their artillery feem to direct 
their fole attention to the confuming of the 
town. The damage already done would fall 
far ihort of any eftimate that at prefent can 
be made. The batteries which were deemed 
fujfficiently ftrong, ihare in the general ruin, 
and parties are labouring at the repair in the 

mofc 
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1 78 1 moft imminent danger. The firing hom 
April the garrifon is mafterly and well fupport- 
1 5th. ed, carrying into the enemy's lines and works 
the fad effects of internecion, which is evident 
from the number of wounded we obferve fre- 
quently conveying to their camp on litters. 

Apathy alone can view the fituation of the 
inhabitants on the heights of the Rock 
without pain ; the moft fortunate are only in 
poffeflion of a thin piece of canvas or fail-cloth 
to fcreen them from the fcorching heat of the 
day, and exceflive dew of the night. Not 
any conveniency to drefs the fmall portion 
of food fome have . procured, whilft others are . 
in a famifhing condition. Judge, dear Bro- 
ther, their dreadful ftate from the following 
faft which, though a foldier, drew the compaf- 
fionate tear from my eyes. Mrs. M , a mer- 
chant's lady, came to the encampment with a 
child in her arms, accident threw me in her 
way, when with a voice that muft have melted 
the moft unfeeling heart, flie fupplicated for a 
little fait broth for her infant : I ran inftantly 
and procured what flie requefted, and feated 
her in my fmall tent. She affured me flie had 
taftcd nothing for the two days paft, and 
that the prefervation of her dear infant, induced 
her alone to vifit the encampment. I left her 
%vith the fmall repaft I had procured, and 
retired behind the tent. But how can language 
paint the lively emotions of my heart, in hear- 
ing her offer up a prayer to heaven for my 
prefervation ; I confefs I was unmanned — a 
merchant's lady three days ago in poffeffion 
of alfluency, now reduced to total -want, and 
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to folicit from a foldier a portion of his fniiall 1781 
allowance ! Let this, Brother, be a leffon to April 
you to receive with thankfgiving the a* 15 
bundant bounties of Providence, difpenfed to 
man. 

Havock ftill continues ! — Several of the in- 
habitants in endeavouring to fave part of their 
property in town, have loft their lives. A 
corporal had his hand (hot off as he was calling 
fronni a window to a man in the ftreet. A fol- 
dier was found fo miferably torn by a fliell, 
that he could not be known only by part of 
fiis drefs. A fhot killed two foldiers this 
morning, one of whom was brufhing his flioes 
for guard. Surgeon Krugcr of De La Moft's 
regiment, was wounded by a fplinter of a fhell. 
A Genoefe youth, endowed with every amiable 
qualification, on the point of miptiai celebra- 
tion, was unfortunately killed. The lady to 
whom his addreffes were paid, fled on the in- 
telligence to the place where he had fallen, and 
clafped his mangled body in he^ arms.— She^ 
"Was carried home in a ftate of infenfibility. 

The feamen and foldiers are affidtioufly -em- 
ployed in unloading the fhipping, as the fleet 
is not intended to be detained here longer than 
t:he provifion is landed. The parties work 
^y and night — one from fun-rife to fun-fet, 
and another from fuh-ftt to fun-rife. — ^The 
"town is become a heap of ruins — the greateft 
part of the houfes are either burnt, or battered 
down. The fliowers of fliot from the enemy 
are beyond credibility — fuch perdurable dil- 
chrages, with fuch unbounded impetuofity, 
that the ear is ftunned with the multiplied 
founds. 

I cannot 

s 
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1781 I cannot, dear Brother, omit penning thi^ 
April foliOAving con verfation between tw o foldiers in 
1 5th. IriJIj'Town y ellcrday. I met Jack Carclefs * in 
the ftreet, finging with uncommon glee (not- 
withftanding the enemy were firing with pro- 
digious warmth) part of the old fbng, 

^* A foldier's life's a merry life, 
<• From care and trouble free." 

lie ran to his comrade with eagernefs, an4 
prefenting his bottle, cried, Z)-« me^ if I dor^f 

like fighting : Vd like to be ever tanning the Dom : 
plenty of good liquor for cartying away — never was 
ike price fo cheap^-fine fitcff-^^nongh to make am^ 
fcr quit his gold. WJiy, Jack^ faid he, what 
Jiavc you been about I With an arch grin he 
replied, That would pwzzle a heathen philofopher^ 
cr yearly almanack-maker^ to unriddler^I fcarce 
know myfelf I have been conftantly on foot and 
watch, halfjiarved, and without money, f^^^if^g ^ 
parcel of pitiful Spaniards. I have been fighting, 
wheeling, marching, and counter-marching ; fomer 
times with a firelock, then with a handfpike, and 
now my bottle, brandijhing it in the air. I amfo 
pleafed with the melody of great gunsy that I confi-^ 
der myfelf as a Ronuin general, glorioufly fighting 
for my countrfs honour and liberty. A fliefl that 
inftant burft, a piece of which knocked the 
botde out of , his hand : with the greateft com- 
pofure he replied (having firft graced it with an 
oath) This is not any lofs, I havf found a whole 
cafk by good luck (and brought him to view hip 
treafure.) But, Jack, fays he, are you no|: 
thankful to Gpd for your prefervjition ? H(np 



* A foldier well knoTm in the Ganifon by that name^ 
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do you mean^ anfwcred Jack ? Fine talking of God 178 f 
with afoldievy wbofe trade and occupation is cutting April 
throats : Divinity and Jlaughter found very well to- 15th. 
getber^ they gingle like a cracked hell in the hand of 
a noify crier : our King is anfwirable to God for usj 
I fight for hinu My religion conjifis in afirelock^ 
open touch-hole J good flint j well-rammed charge^ 
andfeveniy rounds of powder and ball : This is the 
military creed. Come, comrade, drink Succefs to 
the Britijh arms. On his aiking him for a glais, 
he feemed furprifed. Why, (fays he, J you may 
^vell know there is 7iot one to be had, but here 
is fomcthing that will do as well, (and he took 
up a piece of a fhell ;) here is a cup fit for a 
iiwnarch ; this was not purchafed with gold or 
Jriendjhip, btU with theflr£ams cf our ccwitrymens^ 
J}lpqd. Having filled the piece of ihell, he 
gave it to his comrade to drink. Come Jachj 
^faid he) Here is King George and ViAory ! 
Jlnd he tlmt would not drink the fame (replied he) 
J^d give him an ounce of lead to pay Charon to ferry 
J^ini over the river Styx. 

Dear Brother^ 

Affeilionaiely Tours.. 



mm 



GARRISON ORDERS. 

Full allowance of Beef and Pork, five ounces of 
Butter, quarter of a pint Oil, otfe pint Peafe, one 
ditto Kidney Beans, two pints of Wheat, and twelve 
Miinces of ^aifiins, to be fervid to-ifwrr^nv. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 

Gibraltar^, . 
Dear Brother, 

r/Si nPHE bombardment IS kept up vigoroufly 
April ^ by the enemy ; a continuation of uncea£» 
19th. ing firing, particularly . directed to Willis* a 
Heights, the King's and Prince's lines— -L^orf. 
j>ort and Waterport alfo fuftam their fhare. The 
flag of England feems to enrage our opponents^ 
as they have directed three pieces of cannon 
to play upon Flag-Jiaff Guard— one fliot ftruck 
the ftandard this forenoon- Believe me, you 
would fmile could you have feen the readinefs 
of the Royal Artillery to replace the damage, 
amidft the vivacious difcharges of the Dons-^ 
whofe vengeance feemed more forcibly roufed, 
by our men immediately nailing on the flag. . 
The regiments whofe quarters in town have 
been deftroyed, are now. encamped upon (he 
different heights of the Rock at the fouthward, 
from the rifing ground at the back of the Bar- 
racks, extending to the gate at Windmill-hill.-^^ 
The inhabitants have begun erecting tempo-, 
rary flicds — ^fome in the Gullies between Buena 
Vi/la and Europa, others on Windmill-hill, nor is. 
there fcarce any part of the Rock„ out of the 
reach of the enemy's land fire, but what it 
covered with marquees, tents, huts, &c. &c. 
Timber is taken from the ruins of the town 
to anfwer this neceflary bufinefs, and the em- 
ployment occafioned thereby keeps all hands 
bufy. A pleafure boat came over this morn- 
ing from the Orange Grove, and remained at 

long 
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long gun fliot diftance near an hour, viewing 1781 
(as we fuppofe) the variety of buildings, which April 
muft exhibit an odd appearance from the Bay. 1 9th. 

The military in the Spanijh camp affemble in 
the front of their tents every evening, and 
bodies of infantry march immediately after 
into their lines ; a reinforcement of officers 
and men are therefore detached to town, ex- 
clufive of the daily guards, as we cannot but 
expect a fpeedy attack from the land fide. — 
General Eliott has prepared to receive them 
with military politcnefs, not fparingly, but 
amply provided for their reception ; an ex- 
cellent repaft of fliells of different fizes, round 
and grape fliot, * hand grenades, carcaffes, &c. ^ 
are ready to be ferved up at the fhorteft notice, 
for the entertainment of General Alvarez and 
his troops, when they attempt the expugnation 
of the Rock. 

^The following Liji contains the number of officers 
and men who mount guard and piquet every day^ 

Capts. Subs. Serjs. Cors. Dms. Privs. 

Town guards 8 14 49 54 15 521 
South guards. 3 7 15 20 9 270 
Artillery 



I 


3 


9 


II 





106 


12 




24 
13 


73 

>3 


85 
15 


24 
13 

« 


897 
689^ 



Piquets' 

Total 12 37 &6 100 37 15^6 

iV". B. The Field Officers are not included in the 
Above number. j n 

• A fmall hollow globe of iron, filled with powder, 
and fired by a fuze ; they are thrown by the hand, and 
are of great annoyance in battle. Children may throw 
them over a walL 
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X781 LvSt night a faldier dcfertcd from Prince^s^ 
i\pril lines Guards how he efcaped is impoffiblc tc^ 
19th. conjefture, as neither rope, nor ladder could 
be difcovcrcd. 

This forenoon arrived a fhip from the Weft* 
Admiral Barcello is very quiet on the oppofite^ 
fide, nor has he iliewn tlire lead indication to^ 
run in any of his fire-fhips among tbefliipping* 
already anchored. Our men of war keep tack- 
ing backwards and forwards, which very much- 
difconcerts the enemy in the plans they had. 
adopted for their deftruftion.. Tlie iire-fhips: 
which lay at Cabritia^ are removed to Algazi^. 
ras^ where the Spanijh fquadron have hauled 
clofe under the land. The fire from the llnes^ 
and ifthmus continues without intermiffion^ 
excepting from twelve to two o'clock at noon^ 
when they rather flacken to cool their ordr. 
nance, at which time General Eliott takes the 
opportunity of relieving the town guards. 
50th. Admiral Lockhart Rofs^ has been indefatiga-. 
ble in landing the provifion. His attention to* 
the foldiery evinces the goodnefs of his hearty 
both as an officer and a man of feelino:.. He 
learned that a foldier was confined for taking 
a bifcuit, he liberated the man with a fcverc* 
admonifhing ; then calling to a Cooper, direct-. 
cd him to open a cafk of bifcuit, and butter, 
which he diftributed among them : " My good 
lads^ (faid he) ftecd noihing^^your countenances 
/peak the hardjhips you have fujf'eredj and whilji 
I command here you jhall have plenty to eatJ^ — he 
i;dfo caufed feveral bafkets of checfe to be open- 
ed, which he delivered with a countenance 
jfcxprcffive of the fatisfadion he felt. 

Wind 
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Wind N. E. This fiH^enoon Admired Darby 1781 
made fignal for fail ; feverai veffels got under April 
\ireigh from Rqfiay and in the evening they 2ift* 
were all out of fight. The Spanijh towers, as 
tifufd^ fpread the aJarrii ^ the enemy difcharged 
their ordnance with great fury, intimating, 
that now our floating caftles were departedj 
^hey had nothing to obftmd the exercife of 
their malignant rage. They have damaged 
^ur works in feverai parts, which we carefully 
repair during the courfe of the night. We 
liave not as yet loft njany men in the execu- 
tion of oiir operations* 

The enemy continue their brilk fire on the 23d* 
^rrifon, and this day Lieutenant Cunnyrtgham 
of the 39 th regiment was much wounded; it 
Is imagined by the faculty it will prove mor- 
tal. A foldier this day had both his legs fliot 
t)!?; he feemed rejoiced at the lofsj and ex- 
claimed, / am now difmijfed from the drill and 
Hack hole ; which his negligence rendered in- 
<iifpenfibly neceflary often to inflict upon himi 

This day a tliirteen-inch flicll, fired from the 24tli« 

.^ enemy's works, dropped in the King^s Bajlion^ 

,. and wounded feven men ; three of them in a 

very bad condition. — Our batteries are rather 

remifs in returning the fire, referving th^ 

ammunition for other purpofes. 

Wind E. Arrived from Minor ca^ the BriU 27tli* 
liant^ Porcupine^ EnterprizCy and Minorca fri- 
gates, two fmall xebecs, and fixteen fail of 
Tartans and fettees, with a fupply of Ayine, 
bifcuit, carravances,* &c. for government ac- 
count. Admiral Barcelhj no doubt, was def- 

perately 

* A fmall bean, about the fize of a kldnej-bcaa. 
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1 78 1 perately enraged' at the arrival of this urlex- 
April pefted convoy : after having loofed his fails, 
27th. and made every appearance of putting to fea, 
he fired a gun, which was^ anfwered at Ceuta^ 
as a fignal for them to keep a fliatp look out to 
the eaftward ; hi» fails were theniiimbly furled 
again* 

Came in two deferters from the enemy*s 
Walloon Guards. They bring the intelligence 
that the Spaniards are expeditioufly getting in 
readinefs fcaling ladders, and all neceflary 
equipments for an attack, and that in a few 
months we may depend upon being vigoroufly 
ftormed both by land and fea. This is looked 
upon as contemptible prefumption: for Britons^ 
whilft led on by veteran chiefs, and gallant 
heroes, will ever defend thefe envied battle* 
ments and walls from Spai?i*s approaches, and 
compel them to return, after all their pomp 
and parade, amidft difguft and difappointment 
of the defired glory. The enemy's gun and 
mortar-boats camx over laft night, and fired 
upon the inhabitants retreats, and troops en- 
campments ; on this occafion, a foldier's wife 
was killed, as fhe was haftily dreffing herfelf.. 
in the tent, in order to feek fome place of re- 
fuge. Some others were flightly wounded. 
28th. This morning, their being a calm fea, the 
gun and mortar-boats gave us a pretty briik* 
fire. The garrifon and fhipping kept up a hot 
cannonade upon them, but unfortunately they 
killed one foldier, and wounded fix others, of 
different regiments. They fired between two 
and three hundred rounds. 

At ten o'clock this forenoon, a party aflem- 
bled at the lower extremity of the Old Mole ' 

(or 
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^or Devils Tongue) to make an Experiment of 1781 
reaching the Spanijh camp, from two fea-mor- April 
tars planted there. The firft fliell we threw fell aStK, 
within a few yards of the Eaft angle of their 
grand magazine, which feemed to fill the ene- * 

my with confternation ; not imagining it was 
practicable to have annoyed them in that part 
£rom the garrifon, the diftance being 3056 
yards. We threw feveral, which fell in differ- 
ent parts of their encampment— one burft in 
the air about halfway, the fplinters of which 
were feen to fall near the Ihore above the bat- 
tery (now called the Black Battery) on the right 
of St. PIMUppe. It is reported, the intention 
of this is, to convince the enemy that we 
Ihall be able to repay the compliment upon 
their encampment, whenever their boats vifit- 
ours. 

The fouthward heights of the garrifon were 
lined with a number of the inhabitants, who 
^villingly became fpedators (out of the reach 
of danger) of the experimental exliiljition, 
impatiently waiting the difcharge ; but w^hcn 
they perceived the fliell fell upon the Spanijh 
land, they repeatedly gave loud acclamations, 
happy in their minds that we had found out a 
means of annoying the enemy's camp. 

WindE. Laft night failed the Enterprize 29th. 
r and Minorca frigates, for England^ with feveral 
other fliips under convoy : the enemy have 
not detached any of their fliipping from Alga- 
xiras in purfuit of them. A fignal was obferv- 
ed this morning on the tower at Cabritta^ 
which we imagine was intended to alarm the 
cruizers at Cadiz. Admiral Barcello feems lefs 
attentive in watching the port> as very few of 

— bi^ 
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1 78 1 his tfuizers are oiit. From the land fide -Wt 
April ai'e plentifiilly fupj)lied with fliot arid fhells y 
their batteries continue raging nearly the 
Ivhole twenty-four hours of ^ach day. Thef 
enemy are prdfiifely liberal, and, with an un- 
exampled generofity, repay the cannonade. 

Tout\ SfA 
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Gibralfan 
Dear Brother, 

May I AMIDST the clamour of \^r, ihells burft^ 
•^"^ ing, fliot flying, and houfes burnings a 
continud fcene of fulphur, {jnoke,- and tire ; 
tv^henevel' I have any hours unemployed frolft 
duty, I dedicate them to your fervice. Death 
flares me iii the face every minute, and thcrtf-' 
fore what I write you niay look up^h as the 
fincere fcntiments of my heart. The flreets of 
the towii are like a delart, and almoft every 
houfe burnt, or torn with fliot and fliells. lil 
fome parts the fliot and broken pieces of fliells 
are fo thick, tliat in walking your feet does 
not touch tlie ground. The enemy have kepf 
up a fire thefe twenty diy^ paft, and it is be- 
lieved, before they ceafe, our fmall strms will 
be bufily employed. The eliettiy's gun and 
mprtar-bo^ts are firing from the Bay. Afliellj 
whiclt now burft, fofced tne to rim with my 
papers in my handj to avoid djtnger; — ^Tlid 
groans of one in niifery hcts- reached my ears 

— Imuft 
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•2^1 muft hafte toliis afllfeant*. bn my going 1781 
to tlie otJier JSde of a traveVfe, I found a fbf- 'May 
die^j \Vith botli legs htoke by , a piece 6f the 
iiiell which dccafiohed my retreat-^-^ miferatil'e 
fceftacle! The gun-boats ire gone, haVihg 
inrecj about three nuridred roUhdS at thie foliti- 
Tirard. I do riot heir 6{ ahy parttciilar damage 
done. ' 

* Tliis Forenbdh a (bldidr Wai exedute'd for 5thv 
plunder, at the place where tlie ftft i^^as cfoiii- 
'imtted, witli a laberupoil fes TifeJtft itetio'tfn^ 
%e fiiTle, He was left Ihaftgirig t^ ?un-fet. 
\ The giin and mortar4)pats paid uS a;gfetteral 8th, 
iaiiite ; the garrifon and lliippi'n'g maid^ 4 ft- 
turn : — iappily not any 'damage <vis^ A6ti6 Ori 
ciir jfide. 

This day the eneftiy ihad^ a 'fiiartffeftil feU- 12th. 
attack: afteV* n6ar two hbuft difcharge of th«ir 
ordnance, they tVi\iiTi'phahtly tetreat&d to 
^read their great eip^oits afad bold 'atchxevfe'. 
ihents along tneir gbaft, ivithotit having tferOwh 
^ ttiot pT 'fliefl da Adt'e. Wc ima^iie' tkatt'hev 
ihuft have iTuffered cdrifiderably 6)1 the 8tn 
DTom OUT fare. 

tlie jran and inft'orta^ibda^^ agalft 13th. 

difturbed us with ttieir firing, bil t only da- 
Vn^ed a f6w huts in our ehcamp'iherit. Iflfefe 
HbSumal'expeditidhs 'are of ^eat a:niYoyancfe 
16 the garrifon, as the duty dfthie toiclie^y is 
Very ^fatiguing, teiiig cbnftantly on fddt fot 
iix or leveri days arid nights together ; ahd 
probably, w'henit (fdnies to their tuniitd tevfc 
a rii^ht to reft in, Ihefe c'dmmori diilurbferi 
make tneir appearance. It 'is rdilly htrtSfitai 
bTe, tliat \TC cahnolaadpt a fcgahs df dsftfoy- 
ingthem, .' 

H - ' Laft 
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1 78 1 ' Laft night, a man was difcovered advaiicin^ 
^Nlay. in flow fteps towards the ganifon, on the t^om 
ioth. leading from Bay-Jide to Landport ; but whieti 
lie came piretty near the advanced guard, he 
crawled upon his hands and knees : a Hanaift^ 
rian ferjeaht, on duty thefe^ challenged him 
before ne came as far as the work, upon wlu(& 
he made Ji retteat, l^icutenant Whethdnij of the 
.58th regt. immediately made a fally with great 
activity, but when on the point of fbizing him, ^ 
Jie unfortunately fell into a fliell-hole, whick 
^ve the other time to putli tht-ough Bay-fide. 
A gold-laced hat was picked up oti the road, 
which ms^es us imagine tliat he was an officer 
in the enemy's fervice, who had tom6 to^rict^ 
the fituation o^f the place, and how far a de- 
tachment might advance in the night before 
they would be difcovered. Our guards in the 
lines 'fired pretty brilkly, and was yety neat 
killing the dificer that fsdfied out. 
)26th. The gun and mottar-boats came over laft 
night, and gave the cafltnp a very l^ri& fidute. 
Several people were killed and wounded. Th6 
TScw Mokj ParJorCi i^g^> Buena Vj/taj and 
South Bajiion^ nred remarkably warm imon 
them, but cotild not miUie them delifi : wjien 
their ammunition was all expended, t3iey then 
took their leave. Afliell from the Mill-Tawer 
, Battery fell irito a houfe at the back of Souib* 

Shed Guards by which a child was killed, and 
a man and two women wounded ; the miuis 
In fo dangerous a way, tliathis fife is deip^ed 
of. I cannot clofe this account, i^dthout in- 
lorming you, that the mother of the above 
cUid- was killed on the 28th of April, by the 

fire 
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£re of the gun-boats, and that the hulband is 1781 
almoft difconfolate for their lofs. May 

This day two foldiers were executed at the 29th. 
White Cmventiov plunder. The town-guards, 
try order of th^ Governor, marched paft while 
they were hanging. 

1 his day, another S:^er was executed for 3otlu 
the fame crimen the <j»ieral is a very humane 
man, but cannot overlook fo great an infringe- 
ment of marxial law. It is amazing, that men 
Ihould fport away their exiftence^ for the gra- 
tification of their fenfual appetites, as the 
-crimes for which they all fuffered were for 
plundering the king's ftores of. provifions and 
liquor. I hope that thefe examples ^dll be fuf- 
Bcient to deter the unthinking part from com- 
mitting the fame afts. 

1 he enemy'^s fire is nof fo brilk as at the 
firft ; they are pretty moderate during the day, 
but at night play more freely. It is aflerted, 
they do not fire above fixteen or eighteen hun- 
dred rounds per diem. Since my laft, the fol- 
lowing officers have been wounded. 

Lieutenant Willmgton, Royal Artillery, 

Lieutenant Lowe and Thorntoriy of the 1 2th. 

And Captain Foulis^ of the 73d re^ments. 

c?" Lieutenant Cunnyngham^ 39th regiment, 
died of his wounds the 6th inftant. 

We are in continual expeAation of being 
ftormed by the enemy, but we begin to be fo 
Inured to dangers, that the found of it is no 
more regarded than an old tale. Wifhing you 
every joy, peace, and contentment, Ifubfcrib^ 
myfejL 

Tour affectionate Brother j 

H2 • LETTER 
I 
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LET t^Wk XXI. 

Ciorali4f, 

^ ■ ■ ■ . * 

Dear Brother, 

• .. . . . . / ■ 

r 

1781 A iJLtkt pli^aliri-e I 'ha^e is to write tb yoli;, 
June ^^^*- Mii ttcAve youT aftfw^ers. The enermy 
I ft. keep theit ufual warm fire dh the ' garrifotl^ 
and we aW houtly •waiting;' tlitit ^iSTatm. ' YotL 
aw far t^toftlat reac^oi' Sanger. You ittay 
ilefep' cohtehteid^ not ditad a vigorous fire ot 
tliltteeri-tncii Ihells, and tWeHty-fik pound ikat^ 
whicli hdte ^^ af e c^iltJnuaily ftup^lied ahd 
enteftainrd'xvttlH i affiire ycrti the mns\ ifi ffcfii 
refoeft, evince a martial tafte, and are %ej'6tid 
befidf liberal: ;. • ^^ ' - 

Veftdrday rvenlfrg ^e made a prij'.fe 'of a 
Neapdlltan hti^: 'Our batteries fired at h»^ 
which obliged her to come in, flie having r^^ 
ceivc'd feveral -fliot. 'She is ladto \vtth floUf^ 
configned.to the eheirly : We ^brought her mi 
to the' New Mok: 

Thi^ morning, at two o^tlock, the SpnniJJi 
gun and «iortar-boats camfe over, and fired 
upwards of tlxree 1iu<iafed r6un&, and then 
retired. ; two foldiers were Wbuhded, but hot 
dangerotifly '; they dama^ed'feveral of thfe huts 
—We firfed a iiuniber ctf flielfe, which bul-ft in 
tht air over tirem. ft is con^eftured they 'rtitift 
have fuffered dohflderaMy. On the land fide 
the eneniy fired e!5^cdfiive hard all the nighty 
fuch repeated voUies that it was ifnpbfllbte dil- 
t iniMy t*d tell how inany "guns were difcharged 
each time j they have greatly fliattef ed ofer 
* • " ' works. 



MTiCMrks but the)5 <?aiu^Qt ^t^atc our %irijte,^— i:;f8-i: 
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Provifi(>nS' as, uffi^l^_ qp^ept that for onepQund ^ 
beef^ three quarters of a found of cheefe will be 
ifjucd weekly., ^ 

ed on flag-ftafF, and at noon we gave..t^^ ene- 
Hiy a ROYAL SAi*VTi« wijth. fl\^^. iu hfiiUQ.ur of 
lUs.Majjefty's birth-ij;^- Th^e Sp(imjh, woidd^ig. 
mr ties wer? bufily employed Qtk ^ iij;hijiu5jt 

Thi^, luormin^ ^ wagassi^^^: beiwgi»g to t]^o 9th*. 
enemy, on the nfing ground under the ^een^s 
C^oiK^, ^opk:fwe> ^ii^ii^ of- u?a4j? pcepaifed 
%}1$ : thqr^ >y4.8» at gf ?at: e^iiglis^^oft^ ^4 U 13 

bl|; tp.beMfive^ t^Q jfty c^b4 ^F3Ji%iairti e;sbibite4 
by the 5r////& foldlery,. wh^^ 4p^^ Viif)^^^ 

• 1>iS w?fni)Hg ai l^emt, ^P^^ fljag: <^ trueev nth. 

of c^r 6i;ws ^ a i^wtf4 y^fel y^ftw43^» it 

is. currently reptorti^. thajttbe Q^niKJcaJl rajturn- 

^ $/? #^ ^1?^^^ gf /^/4^ jp^^'S^*. ^P bring^ to^i if r.i^ 
quired.'* The enemy so^yt^ ^pt&Bf fos^att^icl? 
with their gun and mortar-boats, but received- 
a fmart repulfe* I l)clifiye. tiwf 4i4 i^ot reliflx 
our play, as we gave them a plentiful diftri- 
b^49nr qf Ih^Usy wlfi^h burft 0¥^r^ thdr hjsads. - 
Not any damage done ou i^orciu 



iio T H E 8 I E E O F 

1 78 1 This forcnooft a flag of tnicc brought orer 

June the women ^nd chijdr^ that were takoji- by 

1 3th. the enemy, in the fhips that failed froiyi hei^c^* 

the 29th of April. They" have detaine<| tbe 

crews, in ordei: th^t they ^>ay have khe^le&. 

oppofitio]^ when they make their att^k. 

GARRISON ORDERS, 

15^^. Frovlfimi from Monday next the i%tb of June^ 
till further orders. 

Seven pound of Breads four ditto of lolnph will' 

befofty and three ditto of Bifcuit ; one pound and: 

half Beef^ one pound Pork,, hvelve ounces C^ec/e^ 

f%H ounces Butter^ cpiarter pint of Oil^ four pints of 

Peafe^ aj^d three pints of Oafmtajy per week* 

s^^th*. This mornhig the enemy V gnn and mortar- 
boats difcharged about two hundred and fifty 
rounds, without eflfefting asy other damage, 
than blowing up feveral huts and terits. Ine 
batteries, mcA convenfeijt to annoy them,, 
jdayed very briikly. 

a$tlu Wind E^ Laft night failed a flup with fcr 
veral invalids, under th^ care of Captain Colt^ 
12th regimei5it» for England., The enemy, it 
is imagined, cfid not perc^ve her going out. 

The Neapolitan^ mentioned the nrft of June;^ 
was condemned here as a. lawful prize, and 
agents are accordingly appointed untjV his M^rt 
jefty's pleafure is known. 

OARRISON ORDERS. 

3^th. The fame quantity audfpeci^s of provijion^ fo b^ 
iffu^d next month as Iq/i» 

the 
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TKc? enemy l^em at work — ^they fqcm ijo be 178X, 
exteioding a braacn, towards the Weft flipre.- — June 
They coijtixjTje th^?^ S^ege by land wUh as ipuch 
finry a& eyejc. Aclrniral B^rcdib occi^pxes his, 
old ftation,^ ^nd views with pleafuie; \he ex-. 
cttrij^Os< of hils gun-boats. We ajre very bufily 
employe4 every night repairing the damages 
done by their Ihot ai^d ffieHs. We have not;^ 
ha4 an officer wounded this n^pnth, but feveral 
non-commiffipn^d, officers and men killed, and 
WQi^ncJed,, 

Jffeifionaiely yours ^ SsV .. 



'sff^mmmm 
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Qibraltar, 

I>EAR BuOTHERj, 

THE enemy^ conttnne yigoroufly to bom- July 3- 
bard the garrifon. — ^I'hey are making 
Ibme additional: fortifications on the ifthmus,^ 
either to flicker themfelves, oc to annoy us. 
in a greater: degree.. Th^ir military force - 
does not appear to have received any reinforce-, 
naent — ^We obferve- eveiry night feveral de- 
taclunents majxhing down to. the lines, which> 
we conjechire ai:e to^relievethe^diffeirent guards, 
and artillery partly* 

Yefterday after^pn, about fiftcOT. or fix-, 
teefi fail of fmail craft arrived, frpiii the Weft- 
ward at Orange Grov§., 
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1 781. Wc kept up a very, hot ^re Mft night iroca 
July the eneipy's mill battery, chiefty finall ihells^ 
Several cartSji and a larg;e bpdy .of. men, h?^v- 
ing tieen. o^leTYed paflijjg the Wjeft aiigl^ oJ| 
5/. phillippe^ j.uft 2^t the dofc pt th? eveoditg^. 
>yhji(:h wc apprphejuied were, for the execu^U^i^ 
of fotne. work on the ifthmus. 

9 th. live (jneijiy 's gjxifli ?nd water boats^ c^me ovctiji 
and dilcl>argq4.y^ry brKWy feveral r.ou^(i^ p^ 
fliof: and flicfis. They did not Itey near thpir 
ufualtime, which makes us imagine they have? 
, fufFered from our burfting the mells over their 
heads* 

J 3th. Wind W. Arrived a xebec at Algaziras^ 
The fmall craft that anchored at Orange Grove 
the 3d inftant have been, landing either ftores 
or provifions ever fince : this morning they 
removed from JJgazir^*. 
T Laft night we had feveral men killed and 

wounded by the enepiy's land-fire. 

15th. This morning a xebec and feveral gallies 
flood to the Eaft, two fmall fail having been .. 
obferved there, waiting the chtogeef Thei 
wind. It is not improbable but they are vef- 
fels with fupplics, bound from Tetuan to t^e* 
girrifon. 

17 th. Wind'E. • The xebec and cruizer« have re- 
turned^ without fuccefs, to Cabritta^ where 
they have anchored to keep a^ look out to the 

eJ. *^ 

Laft night a veflel failed from here, bound to 
England with difpatches^ mentioning all h 
well. The enemy's land fire is very flad^, only 
now and then a few fhot in Ae day — at night 
their difcharge is moftly Ihells. / 

Thi& 
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TI113 iTJorning twp^ie^ br.ou^Ut Ia^q -^- I'^i 

wjtclieT* %s flbe is Igdeq. witjx attl^ '^TOflX aptibu 
!?'^(?...'Th\? wiJi l^e a. great l^fs to, the ^rifon^^ 

is^:wc b^y^ not r§c§ive4" ?iay Ci^p^y ,q£ Jcqfli, 
an(sa^f:oj; fpme tijine, S;ii4 t^her.e femg very few 
ratti^.at pjrefent in the. pb^^*. Thq feciji; prcH 
7\^}S>}^ which ist fold npw:, is pork, ind that is 
r.^ry.^i4iffei:ent and fe^r.ce^^ b^ipgipdiOA the. 
jith ^the place, ei^ht ri^Jspeir pound;i aljout 

;^re€^ IhiJlings 4nd three pence fteriipg. 

"ve]ry Ifttle fire froi^.t^e encnny by Ui)jd^' 23d- 
t^tefe. fix d^ys— T^they ^eip to be rjqpoi^ng our 
GV:Qrks, and we arc 4s. attentively employed^ 
iipon our. our own* — ^Towards the Bay aU i& 

liuet^ 

* Tl^e eneipy have a^^Ja. roufed.— Yeft/?r43y: 28th. 
*p4i Xo-d^kY they ^red ifliecffantly. , Out b^ttq-t 
Ciiq§; ina^e o^t a, triflw}g^ return ; as it i? alqapfL 
a>^.dne4 to fire at thev wprkst, they bcipg fo. 
thickly, eoY^redf witix fapdi that oupil^pt nndj^ 
very little penetration. 

T he enemy continue firing, and feem deter- 30th. 
mined, if poffible, to batter down all their 
works — ^their gun and mortar boats again vi- 
Gted us, without effe^ing saiy damage. We 
are really in a difmal fituation — ^between the 
land and fca fire, we fcarce dare clofe our 
eyes. On your part you muft not expect cor- 
rect letters \ the hurry of the times, the noife^of 
mortars, howitzers, cannon, and the buffting 
of fhells, render the ipind fo coi;i|ujred th^t it 
would be a tafk : let it fbffice that It ai^ afivc ; 
thaj fli.pt ^nd fliells are njy near companions ; 
that fmoke, an4 wounjied hrother^bfdiers are 
CQnftanJtly in viery ; that wq h^ve I^eavy duty^ 

hard 
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1 7$ I hard watchings, and littlq reft ; that our com^ 
July forts are groans ; that our nightly reTOfe »' 
'3Pth. turned to harraiSing alarms ; that our pulitnes, 
are definition i that eveiy hour^ we. oi: thef 
enemy are inventing fono;^ horrid ftratagem ; 
and that the ne^t we behold each otjiier pluQgedt 
thereby into the moft excruciating an^ijSi. 

Such, dear Brother, a?e Gibraltar exhibil^Qiift;^ 
and perhaps while you aire reading this, and fee); 
a fenflble pang at your heart for my fituatipn, I; 
may be performing q. part in the tragical fceiieX 
on a fiage where criticUm bluihes t;0 appear> 

You will think I indulge ^ brood of melan^ 
choly reflexions, but believe me, I am a;^ chear-i 
ftil as the god of mirth f Amidft camps, xnar-i^ 
tial founds, and all the cUn of war, I find com*^ 
placency in a refignatio^ ta the will: of 6od^ 
If Death attends, I hope to Feceive. my fatC: 
with a chriftian fortitude^ and uieet ftpnou^^ 
with ^expanded arms. With the foHeft i^ie^ 
of brotherly affection, I fubferibc myfelf,. 

Sincerely your*is 



LETTER XXHl; 

Qibr^at'*. 
Dear Broxh£«„ 

Aug. i.^^rOTHING matcriat has taken place on the, 
-*-^ ifthmus ;-^the e^emy are ve^ attentive 
to the Siege, and keep/ up a. well directed, 
and regular fice. Vft loft feveral men y efterday 
afternoon, by the fire from th^ Black Battery^ 

Gentle 
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Gentle breezes at W, Laft night the gun ijpjft 
and mortar boats arranged in two f^arate dk Au^^ 
Tifions, brilkly poured into the gaprifom about 
two hundred rounds of (hot and fhdls. Our 
batteries, together with the Repulff and Van 
Guard (which are anchored ofF the New Mole 
Head J g;ive them a generous return. The 
cannonade was fo fpirited, that the bay ap-. 
pear^ a blaze during the.whole time., 

WiridW, ThJs morning a boat ftanding 3d, 
for the Rock, was taken by the enepiy^s cruiz- 
ers, and condiifted over the way. we couM 
not give her any aififtance^ t^e fan^ng X^^V two 
leagues dift^nce, 

The enemy keep bufy at work during the 5th.' 
Intervals our fire ceafes, and have greatly 
ftrengthened their advanced approaches. From 
theip proceedings we are ^moft pofitive they 
have ether works in contemplation^ On our" 
fide we have begun forming tomt additional 
* embrazur^ on the hills. 

This forenoon a fail appeared in the OfEng,^ $th» 
with little wind at W* The Spanijh watch-, 
fowersi hung out the fignal of an enemy^s ap- 
pearance.T-rJEighteen fail of gun-boats rowed 
<)Ut from A^azirasy and when ftie had come 
within two leagues of the garrifon, it fell a 
deact calm, and the enemy raked her fore and 
?ft, fhowering .grape both upon herftarboard 
and larboard quarter, She plied her guns 
brifkly, and I believe would have been inevi- 
tably taken, ^ad not Captain Curtu^ naval 
commander, ordered the two gun boats, viz* 
the Van Guard and Reptdfi^ the former of fix, 
?ind the la^tter of five guns, to be towed by 

'/>■'■ the- 

♦ Holes in a battery through which the c^^on are pointed-. 



\ 



li/^v th^m^jxioi' ^^:lr-$.\^02Lts^ the enei^f, 

A^*. wW<?'JU ftJiAy frnfmrn^ Wi'.^ gailaiat: and i^n-^ 

6th. ctow*e<i'm2iBi«er> np|u:ithA<^nrfi»g the ^panijk 

gw: boatk-diiefted tliQir ikq- afnong th.(?in — 

Wheftjtbey.b^'gOiC ^Mitfeip reach, th^ ^pi4f». 

4iicKaig«d her guji5^ • a«d a^ ft)o« ^s! tji^ Varn 

G/wy^rf caeie up fhiC ^iA t^ie- faipe, which pre- 
vented thg.^emy ftojti: *bp^4i«g the yeflielr-T 
a xebec, ciHitt.ea'v aod fewer^Ji ^o.uble gajliejt coi^ 
opei^tedi 3»dpwre4 »a'liQa{v.y fire, b^t.^puld 
tiQi cmt h^ ^limm tfeg g^rrifoi). Her fei|si. 
'VK^ ci^iiWr plaf«Iy peri^^Ct were fo ^a^ly, 
twn ^wtk gcip^ tiha>, wMn.. the bree?e Iprapg 
up, flie could make but little way, but. QUf» 
: : : hQJ!(ts;h«Miilg.^ a rope feo^i \xtv,r they towed 
hcJ! i*i<Jeu .l3>t M^^alfe. §fe^ jMwres tQl)e thg ^f- 

Ifor ii^hf Jffi^ w^ft fli^ thirp^gh with ^ twe^rr 
ty-fiix> -pDUOji: fe^Ili ^ tji^ bo^ftfwaifl was kilfc^x 
Wi^rQMid $fer erew; w©1ftade<ii : fucjb a. wa^im 
fea engagement was jb^^t feiown in :&ght of 

: . tJh[e^>*i]6Mli,-aii4:WtC^JSi€ii^ foul 

ojo; bo[aird'i*W3ift Ji?»v^ be^^ Id^ed or. wounded ;- 
^r^^^xtBrft1m\^t^^ e^W^Ftbi^ye, uor coujd tfe^ 
num€roiji$ i*2^j» of crmis^rs the leaft difr 
heart$a^ tie? gaptaii^, x^x difpir^it th^ npbie^ 
ci?ew, y?hpr >weue; d^^nwoed, rather th;ii^ 
yield tpS^ait/^pQWOf^.tO; peiri^ eyevy maiu. 

fo». to c^ejerj (^^o- in cr^euds had taken^ poffef- 
fiQft of tibe Sv<>Ur a»d Wgfets; as fpefiators) ax^i 
ixic«i&nt,£U0W}ing^ e^aA^d^ a^d. feuzj^as, that r^r^ 

echoed firoiii the Rwfe. w4 feife?. 

Such' in&arneesf a^ thfife/^iuft c^^nvince tX\^. 
enam^j tJftat tftetrpirit pf: ^riUom isunptaraBfeledji, 
apd^ that ^o fuperiority of power Mdll make 
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in pieces, and extinguiflied thofc fparks of life 1781 
that were unexpired in the wounded man. Aug. 

Nothing extraordinary this month from the 301^^ 
land or fea ; every thing is perfeftly quiet in 
Tefpeft to ftorming us. The Sj^anijh batteries 
continue their ufual fire, both trom their lines 
and ifthmus* We expeft^ every wefterly wind, 
to behold the grand armament appear in the 
0£9ing from Cadizy to dive the deauve blow.— 
Creneral EHoti has made every poifible arrange- 
ment of ordnance, for a determined oppofi- 
tion ; and, I hope, whenever the trial comes, 
that our arms will be crowned with viftorious 
iuccefi. 

Dear Brother j 

Sincerely yours* 



LETTER XXIV. 

Gibraiiar* 
"Dear Brother, 

DEATH and SlaugTiter continue to be our Sept^ 
vifitants— on every hand impending xuin 
iiourly awaits. TheSpaniards keep up their ufual 
lire upon us, fcemingly ftudioufly meditating 
OUT overthrow^ not only the garrifon of 'Gib" 
raltarj but alfo thelHand of Minorca, has ex- 
tited their attention. From this it is evident 
they are aiming at clearing the Mediterranean 
=q{ his Britannic Majefty's land and fea-forces, 

but 



Szo T H E S 1 E G E O t 

ijSi but It lis Tidped that /t^etr -e^^ elFe<^ 

Sept. thefe puiipotes, will TaU fli'oft of the 3effi-ed 

luccels* 
5th. , This fofenbdhva Sj!>^«,^ 

the J^atroh of die boat tafeeh the third of Au- 

f' ufi; laft, from whom we Tearn that the Freru^h 
aye landed an army ph the ilttand of Minorca^ 
with an iriteht to work the reduftion of that 
placie J and 4t js cur reWtly reported m Spdih^ 
that the I)/^^ de'Crilloh had commenced a boni- 
bardftieh't "therfe. . Several wounded ihvaji^s 
were embarked on 1hip-boir4 by otder 6f tie 
Gbvernb'r, bii their paflage for tingldhdy the 
third inftant. 

The enemy are ^ery bufy'on the ifthmus, 
employed at work, forwarding their labours—^ 
the tracts of ifeveral carts have been difcovered 
on the fatid^ b^wcen the lines and Mill-Bat^ 
iery^ fo that we imagine they were carrying 
ordnance or materials for their batteries. 
7th. Arrived from the eaftward a xebec and two 
eallies, they have anchored on the oppofite 
lide. ^ The Enemy's ^re -coiitifiues. Three men 
were wounded this afternoon by the explofion 
of i'fheli. 

1 2th. This morning the Spcniijh fc^Tiadroii tvas 
dreffed out with variety of colours^ aad at 
noon the forts, lines, and Black BdtUry, ^ve 
lis a faiute of twenty-feven gun^ with fliot : 
The troops in camp were arranged, lii Hiie, aha 
fired a feu (kjoye^. which they repeated three 
times, together with the flipping at Algdziras. 
We cannot iiiugine the calife of this rej6iciftg, 
as It is not one of itheir Saint's days. 

>|6th. .Wind E. . llie invalids that were embarib- 
cd' undei* the care of Lieuiehsm't Lcwe blF 

' t the. 
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the 1 2th f^^ment, falkd laft night to the 1781 
WeftwarA S^. 

The (eneiiiy c6ntinue 1 bri(k csinno&ade-* 
We return the fire moderately. 

Laft night the Sfdnijk gun and mortat'^boats 1 8th« 
ftole over, and fired upwttrds of three hundred 
rouiids <)f fliot and mdBs^^the garrifon and 
Ihipping kept up an inceflant difcharge o£ 
ordnance, but unluckily^ during the adion we 
kad four men Wounded. 

Some tiitie in the courfe of the nighty a cat* 
tafi, fi^ed from Wiliis^s^ upon the works on 
the ifthmUs, fet them bn fire, which burnt 
for near an hour-**We took this opportunity 
of making a fiirious cannonade, which the 
enemy particularly acknowledged* 

We difcovered this morning a new work, 
Weft fide of St. CaHds, extended towards 
the fliore. It is not fufficiently executed to 
form a judgment of the cohftru^on. 

A xebec and feveral fmall ci'aft £iiled this 
morning from Algaziras to the Eaftwaird, where 
they are obfenred Cruizing backwards and for- 
wards, in ei^peftation of nfeeting fome prey* 

Between nine and ten o'clock laft night, a 1 9th. 
fiicfl fi«d from St. Carlos'^ battery, on the ifth- 
ttius, entered a houfe near South Line-wall guard 
^—Majors Mercier and Vignoks of the 39lh re* 
girnent, and Captain Burke of the 58th regi- 
ment (Town-Major of the garrifon) were fit- 
Ing round a table in a room when the fliell 
dtefcended with fatal deftruftion, which felling 
on the thighs of the latter, greatly mutilated 
them, and wounded the two other'Majors :— 
the rubbifh which fell from the ceiling by the 
forcible entry, extinguiflied the candle, and 

I the 
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1 78 1 the only lieht remaming was the igneous futt 
Sept. of the Iheil. Majors Mercier and Vignoles in 
iptli. their wounded condition, inftantly arofe to 
cfcape, when taking hold of Captain Burke^' 
they found hihi in a ftate apparently deprived 
of adion or exprcffion. Self prefervation be* 
came neceffary, (one minute longer delay pro- 
bably would have terminated their exiftence ) 
they inftantly retreated in pain, from t]be fcene 
of mifery, which they had fcarce effected, when 
the fhell bu'rft with furious explofion, and tofs- 
od the Town-Major from the place where he. 
had fallen, to anothcF part of the room : He ' 
was foon after removed in a mangled and tofft 
condition, which feelingly effected the foldiers^ . 
who carried him from that place to the Naval 
Hofpital, where he fooa afterwards expired, 
in the moft excruciating agony. 

In vifiting the houfe iii the morning, the 
walls were fotmd fliattered, befprinkled with 
his blood, and part of his flelh kicking to the 
ruifts of the roof. ' 

You will pardon ine in attempting to draw 
the outlines of fo worthy and deferving an 
officer. 

He was bold, vigilant^ etiterprizing, and 
yvell difciplined. Aftive and fevere in his fta* 
tion, and attentive to an impartial difcharge. 
of the duty he owed his country, but to do 
juflice to his eminent abilities, my talents arc 
too inadequate, I mufl therefore leave it to 
fome able writer, who ktiew his private, as 
well as public virtues. His lofs will be long 
regretted by fociety ;»-^by his country in gene* 
ral, and this garrifon in particylar. 

WhUc 
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X^ile the attendants drove to bind his wounds, ij%i 

He j>aticnt gaz'd around, with placid eyes, Sept. 

'TiU wearied Nature finking with her load, 1 9th* 

Refitted — ftruggled— worn out with th' encountcrt 
Refign'd her charge unto the tyrant Death ; 
His foul unfettered, unincuftiber'd fled, 
To the bled manfions of eternal peace. 



1" - 



The enemy kept up a brifk fire the whole 
<5f laft night, which was as fpiritedly returned 
fey our batteries, and when the above intelli- 
gence had reached the feveral pofts, revenge 
operated fo powerfully, that our cannonade 
continued till the morning, very hot. Wc 
had feveral men wounded, durine the night. 

Sailed the Helena fioop, and Kite cutter, to 
the Weftward. ,. 

This day, between eleven and one o'clock, 
a foldier was executed for theft. He died 
ieeoiingly infenfible of his fituation. 



GARRISON ORDERS, 2oth^ 

Captain yames Foulis of the 73^/ regiment^ is ap^ 
pointed Town-Major, vice Major Burke deceafed. 



This day we had feveral men killed from 
the land-fire — the enemy continue brilkly at 
work on the Weft fide of Sf. Carlos. 



\ 2 GARRISON 
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^ gj GARRISON ORDERS. 

Sept. The ration of proviftom from Monday the 2^b 
1 1 ft. inft. fsven pounds of Breads a^id half ditto Beefj 
one ditto Forkj Jtx ounces Butter^ twelve ditto 
Cbeefe^ (in lieu of one pound Beef J three pints of 
Oatmeal^ three ditto Feafe^ one and quarter ditto 
of Wheats in lieu of one pint Peafe* 

a4th. I.aft night the enemy's gun and mortar- 
boats caiTie ovef, and lired near thr^e hun- 
dred rounds, but moftjy Ihells-^they did not 
do any confiderable damage to the fouthward* 
Our prams cUfcovered them pretty early^ and 
made a very free return : — the firing from 
the garrifon at th^m was chiefly from thj? 
New Mole and South Ba/iion — We took the ad* 
vantage to fire during th^ir ftay, into their 
camp, from the extremity of the DeviPs Tongue*, 
The enemy froiii the land-fide keep up the 
bombardment and cannonade, and are atten- 
tively employed at \vorJfe on the ifthmus, im* 
proving and advancing their lines of approach. 

55th. Wind W. Arrived the Flying Fijh cutter, 
froip England, A xebet chaced her under the 
garrifon guns, and exchanged feveral fhot 
with her, but could not prevent her froni en- 
tering the port, D^^ing the courf^ of the 
night, the merlons (that have been heightened) 
ou Fort^Barbara^ took fire, which occafioned 
the garrifon to pour in a great quantity of 
flipt and fli^lls. 

A few fipall veflels. arrived at the Orange* 
Grove — It is likely they have brought provifion 
for the Spanijh camp, as tljeir army muft caufc 
a great confumplion in the province of Anda* 

lufia^ 
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hifta^ which at beft is but poor, and badly fup- 1781 
plied with cattle. Sept. 

The enemy have not ceafed firing thefe five 30th. 
days, but have kept up a regular and deter- 
mined cannonade: They have not killed and 
wounded many, though a perfon Would think . 
it impoffible for a bird to efcape/ amidft 
fuch fliowers of iliot. On the fea-fide all is 
quiet, nor has any fhipping of force appeared, 
either from Eaft of Weft to molefi us» Tte 
enemy ar6 very tedious in compcienclng t^6 
ftorm, and really our expeAation begins to 
tire. They have ^bomfi^arded us now near fix 
mo^ith^, and General Alvarez is a:S far from tal- 
king poffefiion of the garrifon as he was at fijrft, 
although they have difcharged from their bat- 
teries, according to the neareft calculation, be- 
tween thirty and forty thoufaitd rounds of fliot 
and fliells. He may view the rock witfi his 
perfpecHve, from tne camp of S/. Roque^ but 
if he wiflies to exathine the workmanship 
of the walls, and the ftrength of the fortifica- 
tion, he muft come much nearer, or return 
without the gratification of his curiofity. 

/ remairij 

Hear Brothsr^^ 



LETTER. 
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LETTER XXV. 



Dear Brother, 



Gibr^far^ 



1781 17 VERY thing remains innch in the fame 
Od. 5. ^^ fituation as when I finiflied my laft letter. 
Admiral Barcello and his fquadron occupy the 
port of Algaziras^ from whence now and then 
a xebec or -galley will occafionlly pulh out, 
merely to command refpeft. V^e have not 
obferved a fignal on the Spanijh towers at d- 
britta a long time, but we expe^, whenever 
the naval power fails from Cadiz harbour, it 
will be immediately noifed along the coafL 
The foldiery appear impatient for the grand 
attack, and attentively watch the variation of 
the wnd, as a wefterly breeze only will waft 
their armament to the place of action. 

7th» Very little wind at W» Laft night the gun 
and mortar-boats came over, and fired excef- 
five brifk upon the fouthward : the garrifon 
and ihipping returned the fame,, but the ene^ 
my did not do any damage on fliore. We 
fired feverai fliells into their camp from Qld 
Mole-Head. The enemy keep working on the 
ifthmus, and maintain the land cannonade 
with fury. 

f»th. This day the enemy fired upon us witli> 
great warmth, which was freely returned by 
the batteries upon the hill. Unfortunately 
(luring the time, a fliell, which burft, killed 
Knfign Stevens of the 39th regiment — Several 
men were wounded by the fplinters of ihells. 

The 
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The Flying Ftfh cutter, which arrived here lyUr 
the a 5 th of September, failed, unperceived by Oft. 
the enemy. 

Wind E. This day the enemy's line of bat- i ith. 
tie fhips failed to the weftward. From this 
circumftance, we conclude that tlie fleet equip- 
ing at Cadiz is deftined to ack againft fome 
other place, or there could not be any neceflity 
to remove thofe flxips from their ftation. On 
the land- fide the enemy keep up the fire, anc^ 
this day it is reported an additional mortar 
was mounted in St. Carlos. We fired very hot 
on their advanced works. 

The enemy, yefterday afternoon, had fome 1 7th. 
artillery-praftice in their camp, but we could 
not particularly make out the meaning, as we 
only obferved fome finoke, and heard the re- 
port of the ordnance. On the ifthmus feveral 
rworking parties continue their labours, which 
the batteries unremittingly fire upon. 

This day a hot cannonade was kept up oft 20th. 
both fides for many hours-^Lieutenant Tinlin^ 
AflTifliant-En^neery and four foldiers, were 
wounded thereby* Our fire apparently put 
the enemy frequently in coxxfufion, as feveral 
men. wei:e feen carrying on bearers along- the 
fliore toward their camp,. 

This day there^ was a general change of ^i&,. 
quarters with the foldiery — thofe regiments 
quartered in* town marched and took poflcfr 
fion of the fiauthward encampments, and the 
others marched for the towh-difl:riA# Arrived 
a xebec from the Wefi: at Algaziras. The ene- 
my as ufual keep up the fire. 

This morning we difcovered the enemy-had 2 2d 
finiihcd a battery of fi^c embrazurgs from MiU* 

Tower J 
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1781 Tower J towards the Weft ftrand ; which they 
O A. began on the 1 8th September. It £ices the 
Ola Mole and Water-Port^ and is conftru&ed on 
purpofe for the annoyance of thofe pofls. We 
fired very warm upon it from Mot2tague*s hd£^ 
tion, and the upper batteries. 
a3d« Laft night two foJdiers deferted from us to 
tho enemy ; they cannot carry any intelligence 
that will prove prejudicial to the welfare of the^ 

garrifoiu 

About two this aftemooa, a great firing was 
heard in the Gut — ^the Sj^nijh towers had a red 
flag hoiftedy and feveral galUes pufhed from 
jtlgaziras to the wcftward*— We fear fome un-t 
fortunate viefiel, deftined for H^ place, hat 
faHen ipto the enemy's dutches* 

S4th^ This day we had the pleafure to iet the ene-^ 
my^ new work on fire, by howitzer-ilhielli 
from Mont/^M^s baftion, which occafioned thet 
cnc^my to r^louble their cannonade from theii" 
forts and lines^ Wkh much difficulty, danger,^ 
and lofs, they got the fire cxtingmflied : 011 
our fide we had fbmt few wounded. 

is^th. Laft night the enemy covered theembra^ 
aures of tiieir new battery with &iid and fa£* 
cines ; from this it is evident that the platforms 
for the cannon are not laid ; it will therefore be 
ibme days before they can have them inouated 
for action. Wc give them a plentiful diicharge 
of fmall fhellsy which muft prove vecy diiacU 
vantaj^ous to them in their proceedings. 

A report is 90W received from the batteries^ 
that a Spani^^i&ccr (as they could plainly per-^ 
ccivc his uniform) was knocked off the MilU 
Battery ^s> he ^'as ftanding upon the glads, ta-^ 
king an oblcrv^tion of oyr works. There is 

not 
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not any doubt tnit he was an engineer, which 1781 
will be a lofs to the enemy, as they have fome Oct* 
of the moft celebrated for fortification now in 
their fervice, . 

A heavy fire all night from the Bkck Battery^ 26th. 
forts, and lines, Tnis day. Lieutenant Vicars^^ 
of the 56th regitJient, received a wound* The 
Spanijh gallies that foiled to the weft the 23d, 
inftant, have returned to their old ftation. 

Wind W. About eleven this forenoon a fail 3cth. 
. appeared fhnding for the Bay, Two Spanijh 
cruizers under Ap4^s HiU fired a fignal gun, 
upon which eleven gun^boats fallied out from 
Algaziras, When they came up with her, ihc 
opened her ports, and difcbarged fevcral rounds 
of grape, and continued firmg till {he came 
pretty near Eiiropa^ where the enemy boarded 
her, and carried her pfF in triumph. She was 
an EngHjh cutter, and fought well, nor accord- 
ing to opinion, would ihe have been captured 
had not the wind dropped. The enemy kept 
up a fpirited fire from the land fide. 

Laft night arrived, with a frefh breeze at 31ft. 
Weft, the Unicorn cutter, and four other vef- 
lels, from Faroj laden with fruit and poultry, 
a very feafonable and excellent fupply, as the 
earrifon are very much neceflitated for vegeta- 
bles, fruit, and frefh diet. The New Mole 
wharf, this morning, was quite crowded, every- 
one being anxious to buy fomething, although 
the articles fold at ^n exorbitant rate : onions 
fold for fix rials per pound (two fliiHings and 
five pence farthing) oranges and lemons one 
f ial eight quarts each (fevai pence halfpenny 
fterliRg) the poultry at the ufual prices, viz. 
three dollars and an half for a hen. Common 

green * 
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1 78 1 green tea, brought by the Unicorn, fold for 
Oct. fourteen dollars per pound (two pounds five 
31ft. fliillings and lixpence) and a loaf of fugar fivat 
dollars, nearly feventeen fliillings per pounds 
This is rare traffic ! We hope theffe times will 
npt laft long, and a communication will be 
opened, fo that fupplies jnay be brought in and. 
fold at a moderate price ; or, fliould they con- 
tinue, the garrifon will, of courfe, be exJiauft-^ 
cd of all cafli in a flK)rt time. 

The enemy keep up a conftant fire-^Theic" 
works on the ifthmus are going forward, and. 
their naval and military force remains juft the 
fame. 

This month is finiflied without any great ex* 
ploits, or coming to clofe quarters.. 

/ am. 

Dear Brother-, 



.» V 






jiffedionaiely yours. 



LETTER XXVI. 

GibraltaTk. 
Dear Brother, 

Nov. 3 "T^HREE days more elapfed without any 
-■- particular circumftance intervening, nor 
has the enemy appeared to be fo attentive to^ 
their labours. The fiegc is continued by our 
opponents, who adopt every meafure to dif- 
trefs us, notwithlianding which, the Britijh 
troops apparently difrcgard the threatning foe;. 
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,who thunder forth their vengeance every 1781 
hour. iSfov. 

The foldiery are very much afflifted with 
the fcurvy, owing to the fait diet, and fome of 
them fo bad that they have loft the entire ufe 
of their limbs, and reprefent the pifture of de- 
crepid old age. Our Governor has humanely 
ordered the direftoj of the hofpital, to fervc 
4)ut daily to the iiirgtons of the feversd corps, 
one pound of onions for every ten men, and two 
lemons or oranges for every man in the fcurvy. 
I'his, it is hoped, will contribute greatly to 
iCheir cure. 

The gun and mortar boats came over, and 4th, 
jdifcharged all their ammunition upon the gar- 
tifon, while the land batteries took part in the 
cannonade. An inceflant fire on every fide 
continued for upwards of two hours, during 
•Vvhich time Enfign Edgar of the 56th, and 
^iieu tenant John Frazer of the 73d regiments, 
\Vere wounded — ^the latter loft a leg by a fiiot 
from the Black Battery ; feveral foldiers alfo 
were wounded. 

Nine fettees came from the Weft, and an- 
chored at the Orange Grave — ^We fuppofe them 
to be market boats. 

Yefterday we fired from the garrifon at a gtlu 
Danijb dogger, that came nearly under the 
guns, but could not make her fiand in. On 
the land fide the enemy fired excefiively warm, 
which was anl^vered from Willises and" the up- 
per batteries. This morning we difcovercd 
that the enemy had erecled another battery on 
the ifthmus, feemingly fronting our lines — 
They are determined to have a fuilicient num« 
JHiT of pieces of ordnance mounted for batter- 
ing our walls* Wind 
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1 78 1 Wind W. Arrived at New Mole the Ph(f* 

Nov* nix ordnance cutter, with Brigadier-GeH^rai 

1 3th, Rofs^ paffcngcr* Sh^ had a bwlh with x cniizer 

at the entrance of the Bay, but not of an^ 

confequcnee— Her itttelHgencc is kept very fo» 

cret. 

This forenoon st CHttef from the wcftwafi 
was chafed by a frigate and thf ee ^iBes^ but 
before flie could reach th6 garrifon me was b^^ 
calmed and bbarded : She pfied her gufts in 
a fpirited manner, bn! the fuperiority of 
power obliged her to yield. The enemy 
brought her into Algaziras^ under hei* elnfigA 
reverfed. 

A very heavy fire from ^e lajid batteries, 
direfted towards the hiR and toWn, dtfrinr 
which we h.id th^ I0& of two n>en kilted^ ana 
three wounded. 
14th. A brifk fire from the lirt€S and forts.— Hie 
enemy worked very hard laft night oti the 
ifthmus, and completed the battery they began 
on the 9th inft. We fired feveral thirteeA 
inch fliells upon them this morning. 
1 6th. This day a Ihell,' fired from 5/. Carlos^ fell 
near George Picardo^s Yiney^ttd^ where it built; 
but did not do any damage. A foKnter df 
another, which exploded in the aif , ftruck the 
fouth end of the naval hofpital, which is near 
four thoufand yards ; a mbft incredible difc 
tance for pieces of ordnance to reach. Th6 
enemy fired very brifk upon our yofks from 
all the ordnance they hare mounted ; they 
did much damage to Willises Battery, and, 
wounded Lieutenant Evans , an affiftant ctt^ 
ncer, thougli not dangcroufly. 

The 
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The enemy continue their long-tange flicils 1781 
tipon the fouthward, which b of great annoy-. Nov^ 
«nce. Lail night a iheli fell imder tiie platform 1 8th« 
^f a tent where two. corporals were afleep,when 
the intolerable fiune and ftench of the burning 
trompoiltion awakened them, nor could they 
Imagine from whence the fmoke proceeded* 
The fhell entered under the boards, when they 
opened the tent door to let in the air, to pre- 
'bent l^ing fufibcated, at that infiantot explod- 
ed and blew them feme yards, without receive 
ing any injury ; they fliortly recovered from 
tbeiF furprize, and turned their eyes to the 
place where the tent had fiood, but the tent 
and tent-poles, &c. coukl not be feen, 
the:y being toni to pieces, and fcattered in 
many places* In this naked fituation they 
began afearcfa for their wearing apparel, but 
only found the cuff of a coat in one place, part 
of a fleeve in another, and their flioes parched 
to a cinder* Thus forlorn they began to con- 
ible each other, when Corperd R-b-ds-n ex> 
claimed, jD**-« ;/, / donU care for tht lofs of my 
^lotbet^ but all my money is ^one! 

You probably witt inaagine, that a man who 
had £0 fortunately e£caped fuch imminent dan- 
:ger , would havtt been thankful to the all-ruMng 
Power for his prefer vat ion, and not inftantane- 
oufly lament his pecuniary lois ; but the be- 
sieged have been fo long inured to the cafual- 
ties of battle, that its ene<% is little regarded. 
Should death be eonflantly held in view, it 
«night fomewhat tend to difpoffefs the foldier 
of that fpirit of heroifin, fo neceffary for the 
t>uiiaefs of fighting* 

Came 
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1781 Came in two deferters from the enemy *ii 
Nov. Walloon Guards^ one of them is a corporal, and 
2i« feems to be an intelligent man. He iays there 
are twenty-one thomand men in the camp^ 
waiting the arrival of the naval power, to fiorm 
tliis place : he has given the General a clear 
and exact defcription of the works on the ifth-^ 
mus, and the conftruction of 5/. Carlos^ toge- 
ther with an account of the ftrength of their 
guards and working parties, that are employed 
daily. 

The enemy continue to throw their long 
ranffers.* Laft night a Ihell fell at the door 
of the barrack on the Mole Parade^ where it 
exploded, forced the door open, and broke all 
the windows. The hand of Providence was vi- 
fible in the difcharge of this fliell, for, had it 
been a yard more to the Irft, it muft have 
fallen into the barracks, where two companies 
of foldiers are quartered. 
23d. The long rangers ftill vifit the South. One 
fell in Colonel Cochrane's quarters on Scud-billy 
but did not do any damage : another near the 
magazine on the Mole Parade, and feveral into. 
the Mole Tardy and within the boom. Wc 
keep a conftant fire upon their works, byt 
they are fo well intrenched, that we cannot 
fdence them. 
26th. The enemy keep rattling away with guns 
and mortars, and feemingly take a pleafure in 
reaching the fouthward. Several fhdls have 
fallen this forenoon about South Shed, and 
Princefs of Wales^s lines : they cannot reach fur- 
ther 

♦ A phrafe made ufe of by the foldlery, for the incre- 
dible length the enenij throw their (hcUs/ 
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ther only when there is a ftrong northerly 1781 
Avind, which forces the ftiell with a greater ve- Nov, 
locity. We fired feveral times at their work- 
ing parties on the ifthmus. 

This evening, the garrifon were highly de- 
lighted with the general orders. It is whifper- 
ed, that the information given by the corporal 
that came in the 21ft inftant, has induced the 
Governor to make a trial of Britijh valour. 

EVENING GARRISON ORDERS. 

All the grenadiers and light^infantry, and all the 
fnen of the 1 2/A, and Hardenberg*s regiments^ offi- 
cers atid non-c^mmij/ioned officers^ now on diity^ to 
be wmediately called in and join their regiments^ to 
form a detachment^ conftfting of the 1 2th and Har- 
denberg^s regiments^ compleat — The grenadiers and 
light companies of all the other regiments (who are 
to be compleated to their full ejlablijhment from the 
battalion companies) one captain^ three lieutenants j 
ten non-commij/ioned officers^ and one hundred ar- 
tilleryj three engineers^ feven officers overfeers^ 
twelve non-commiffioned overfeers^ and one hundred 
andjixty workmen from the line, excepting from 
the I2ih and Hardenberg*s regiments^ and forty 
workmen from the artificer company — Each man to 
carry thirty-nine rounds or more^ a good flint in his 
piecc^ and another in his pocket — iVb drutns^ except 
two with tlje 1 2th, and two with Hardenberg^s — 
No fwords'-^The whole to affemble on the Red Sands 
' at twelve 0^ clock this night — The wine houfes to be 
Jhut up at fix i! clock, and all the foldicrs to repair 
to their quarters — Brigadier Rofs to command the 
detachment — JVb volunteers will be allowed — Lieu- 
tenant'Colonels Dackcnhaufcn^ H^^S^9, 'T'riggey and 

Majcr 



i^ TttfiSlfiOfeOf 

1 78 1 Major Maxwell J to meet the Governor at the Field 
Nov. Officers roomy at the Sonihy as fion as poffiUe* 
26th, The troops intendtdfir the Hottee to be foriftedm 

fcllo'ji's : 

kigbt. Licutctiant-Colond Htigo^ Crenadiers 
of Rtdens and LaMott\ Workmen, Aitillery, 
Hardenberg^s Regiment, Light Company 56th 
Regiment* 

Centrei Lieutenant- Colonel DackenJjaufen^ 
Grenadiers and Light Company 39th and 73d 
Regiments, Workmen, Artillery, Grenadiers 
of the 56th and 58 th Regiments, Major 
Maxwelh 

Left. Lieiitenant-Colond Trigge^ Grena* 
diers and Light Infantry 7 2d Regiment, Sea- 
men, Artillery, 12th Regiment, Light Com* 
pany 58 th Regiment. 

27th. This morning at two o'clock, the dttach* 
ment of officer*, non-commiffioned officen 
and men, under the command of Brigadier* 
General Ro/sy marched from the Red Sandsf 
where they had aflcmbled, through Bay-Juk 
and Lozver Forbes*Sy to ftorm the etiemy*s ad^. 
vanced works— The word Jleady was the coun* 
terfign. The Spanijh centinfcls, poftcd in the 
Gardens, foon difcovered the EngHjh ttoqps 
advancing, upon which they fired their milt 
quets to Ipread the alarm, and then retreated 
to St. Carlos. The Britifh army, in a fpirited 
and intrepid manner, ruflied on, and, aftef 
fome oppofition, gained poffeffion of the Spa^ . 
nijh works, which ftruck fuch a panic tio the 
enemy, that the greateft part ftationed to de- 
fend the place fled with confternation to^ th€ 

linesi 
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lines, to make a pofition of defence, not ap- 1781 
prehending fo unexpected a vifit, while the Nov. 
others fell from the fire of our mufquetry. 27 th. 
The bufinefs bow commenced, the workmen 
and feamen began ^vith their tomahawks,* de- 
vils § , and warlike combuftables, to fet the 
batteries on fire, while the artillery fpiked up 
ten mortars, and eighteen pieces of cannon, 
during which one of the former happened to 
go oflF, and fent a fliell to the fouthward ; in 
a few minutes the ifthmus appeared an entire 
blaze, from the fire of their confuming batte- 
ries, and the refleclion of the light was fo great, 
that a perfon could have read upon our 
batteries. Thus fuccefsful, the whole body 
. gave three huzzas, which confequently muft 
lenfibly aggravate and vex the foe. We kept 
up a hot cannonade from the garrifon, upon 
their two forts and Barrier-gate ^ to cover 'our 
men, and prevent their fallying out. A regi- 
ment of horfe appeared near ForUBarbary^ but 
after they had made feveral feints to come on, 
they thought prudent to retire. The enemy 
fired upon the detachment with round and 
grape, but their cannon, for want of being 
mfficiently depreffed, had not the defired ef- 
fect, as moft of the fhot flew over our people^s 
heads. Our gallant and veteran Governor,^ 
accompanied by Captain Curtis^ went out to be 
an eye-Nvitnefs of the tranfaction ; and when 
the bufinefs was fully accomplifhed, he fmiling- 
ly faid to Captain Curtis^ " How beautiful tlje 

K Rock 

• Small hatchets, having a fharp point on the back. 

§ An inflammable compofition bound in fmall bundles, 
v^hicli. after the bands of the fafcines are cu;, are fluck 
in between the openings. 
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1781 Rock appears by the light of the "^kr'wusfire!^ An 
Nov. ofliccr and fcvcral Spanijh foldiers were put to 
27th. the fvvord : an artillery oilicer was made pri- 
foner attempting to cfcape with the keys of 
the powder magazines, which were immediate- 
ly opened, to give the fire of the batteries a 
communication to the ammunition ; after 
which the keys were delivered to our Gover- 
nor on the ifthmus, by Captain Whetham^ of 
the Royal Artillery. 

The datachment having done all that men 
could do, retreated to the garrifon with the 
fatisfaction of deftroying, in fifteen minutes, 
a work eftimated at three million of dollars, 
bringing with them prifoners, one fub-Iieute- 
nant ot Walloon Guardj>, (Baron Helmftaty 
one fub-lieutenant of Artillery, and ten Men : 
with the fmall lofe on our fide of four men 
killed, one ofiiccr, (Lieutenant Tweedie of the 
1 2 th Foot, who received a grape-fhot in his 
tliigh) two fcrjeants and twenty-two men 
wrundcd, and one man mifilng. The enemy 
had only recovered their furprize, and beat to 
iU'h^s, when the detachment was repaffijRg off 
7.j:.\:>r7'/-C'r/c\ fo that vcu will fav we were ex- 
* )^cdilioUii in ddcruaion. Sevcr;J of the Spa- 
f:l*b po^^ dor mr.gazires blew up after the re- 
treat ot the Britl.'b tro:>p?. 

The General cxprcliod the greateii approba- 
tion ot the ollicers and men, v^hich you will 
[vrcciN c by the following 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

'.* i\ ■''\Tvr^y ,:*;J <v:*/?/<7 cf /'V ZL'hcJe detach- 
*', v;\r"V,/fV\ ^,rrv;^•:^ rv</ /lUJzr,\ zyi this Hcrimis 
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1731 The enemy's works burnt very furioufly all 
Nov. yefterday afternoon and nihgt,' and are ftill 
28th. on fire. ITiey laft night fired very .warm, 
v/ith grape fliot, on the ifthmus,. fupponng >ve 
were again advancing, until a fhell difcharged 
from the upper batteries on St. Carlos con- 
vinced them that v/e had not any men there* 
A large body of men yefterday es'^ening march- 
ed from their camp to the lines, to reinforce 
the different pofts, apprehending we Ihould pay 
them a vifit in that quarter. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

The Adjutant-General having laid before thf 
Governor the following note from Brigadier-Generat 
Rqfsy he is pleafed to direct that the fame Jhall bC' 
infer ted in the orders of the day. 

Brigadier Rofs begs of the Adjutant-Generaly 
that he would mention to the Governor his mq/l 
humble requefi^ that his Excellency would be pleafed 
to accept of the Brigadier's warmefi ackno^vledg^ 
ment of the great honor conferred on him, by com- 
manding the detachment that formed the Sortee. T(y 
the Officers y and every one of whom, he would ivijh 
to mdke the mq/l public avow^al of tlmrfirm good 
behaviour on the occafton. 

3oth.'J The enemy yefterday and to-day have beei% 
viewing the aflies of their late works, and with 
penitential tears, moaning their irretrievable 
lofs, and endlcfs difgrace. We keep up a 
fmart fire at prefent, and it Is afferted, that it 
will be continued, to prevent the enemy from 
repairing the damage their batteries have re- 
ceived. General Alvarez^ there is not any 

doubt 
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doubt, will ftudy mifchicfin retaliation, and 178 1 
exert all his intellectual faculties in the promo- Nov. 
tion of plans, projects, ftratagems, and inven- 30th. 
tion^* to gain revenge ; but while fuccefs 
fmilcs upon our arms, and glory founds from 
ftiore to fliorc, the tranfporting melody infpires 
with defperate animation, and invigorates the 
warrior's seal to fuch a degree, that fleets, ar- 
mies, camps, garrifons, forts, batteries, and 
intrenchments, with all the hoftile pomp, and 
threatnings of the foe, are difregarded, and^ 
(lamped with contempt. 

Dear Brother y 

With the greaieji affcdion^ 
Tours^ ^c. 



L E T T E R ^ XXIVU. 

Gibraltar* 
Dear Brother^ 

THE enemy have not begun repairing their ^^^ 
late approaches, but feemingly intend it, 
as fevcral parties unarmed frequently make 
their appearance. They return a fpirited fire 
from their^ lines and forts, but their ifthmus 
bombardment, alas ! is over. 

Wind W. S. W. Three men of war, con- 3^ 
voying twenty-one fail of merchantmen pafled 

through. 
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1 78 1 through from the Welhi-ard. About thirty 

Dec. fail to the Eaflward attempting alfo to pafe ta 
the Weftward, but were forced to put back.-r- 
It is conjectured they are both French convoys^ 
7th. Wind S. W. This day an Englijh cutter 
was captured by the enemy's gun boats, after 
an hour's fpirited fire on both fides. She 
crouded all the fail fhe pofiibly could, but the 
wind having dropped almoft to a calm, the 
^rrifon and fbipping were incapable of ailift- 
ing her, 

9th. Wind E. This forenoon two frigates (one 
French and one Spanijh) arrived from the Eaft-. 
ward at Algaxiras ; and this afternoon about a 
dozen large fettees arrived at the Orange Grove. 
The enemy have done nothing particular on^ 
the iftUmus. 

nth. This morning we perceived the Spaniards 
had begun repairing the ruins of St. Carlos^ 
and that feveral parties were bufily employed. 
We accordingly difch^rged a confiderable quan- 
tity of grape ihot and fmall fliells upon them, 
which made theipi d^fift from their labour. 

A fmall floop was this forenoon taken off 
Tarifa, by a galley and three gun boats. It is 
likely that fhe was bound for this pjace- 

1 3th. Wind N. E. Lafl night failed the Unicorn^ 
cutter, for England, the breeze being very fliff, 
fuppofed fhe got through the gut, 

14th. Ihe PhconU cutter, yefterday morning 
flipped out of New Mole, and proceeded on 
her paflage to England. The breeze was fa-* 
vourable from the Eafl. Ihe enemy have 
not detached any cruizers to the Weflward, 
probably they confider thefe two cutters npt 
\v^orth the purfuit. 

The 
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The Spaniards occafionally labour at repair- 1781 
ing their works, but when they obferve the Dec 
fladfli of our ordnance, they immediately get 19th. 
under cover, but we endeavour to annoy them 
with our fmall fliells, which drop into their 
works, and. then burft : thefc confequently 
muft be fatal to them, as their traverfes were 
all confumed together with the gabions and 
fafcin^s of all their advanced works The 
Spaniards continue their ufual fire both by 
day and night, 

Wind W. During the Courfe of the night, 20th. 
two veflels arrived with fupplies of butter, po- 
tatoes, and beef, from Fthrtfmoutb^ having had 
a paflage of twenty days. They bring mtel- 
Jigence, that the day before they left Faro^ they 
heard the accounts of the viftorious fally from 
the garrifon, papers having been received there 
upon the intereftjng fubjeft. 

Several bundles of rafcines were brought 
from th^ lines to the ifthmus laft night, and 
the fand thrown up in many places. I he ene- 
my apparently have forgot their defeat, and 
that they ever had erected advanced works ; 
,or furely the recolle<9ion would prevent them 
. from any further attempts to conftruft others 
in their place. 

Laft night, it being a brilk Levanter, Major 21ft. 
General Rofs (appointed to that rank by His 
Majefty's command, and declared in the Gar- 
rifon orders of yefterday) failed from hence on 
his paflage to Portugal^ from whence he will 
take fliipping for England^ where there is 
not the leaft doubt but he will be received 
^^th eclat J and every mark of approbation. 
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178 1 from a grateful nation, for Ins bravery and 

Dec. finj^lar fervicc, on the 27th of laft Ntyuember. 

2 1 ft. I'he Spaniards are very bufy on the ifihmus^ 
and have repaired a great part of the ruins of 
their late works : — ^They feem determined oh 
their rc-conft ruction, notvvithftanding our hea* 
vy and fpirited fire from Willises and the upper 
batteries. 1 he Black Battery and Fort St. PBU-^ 
lippe kept up an inccflant cannonide all this 
morning upon the garrifon. 

Z2,^* Wind E. Arrived a frigate, floop, cutter, 
and feveral xebecs from the caftward, and an- 
chored between Orangc-Grcvc and Algaziras. 
A fettee was taken off Ccuta point, by a galley,. 
and carried in there. 

24th. Wind W. N. W. Paffed by a convoy of neu- 
trals, in all about 30 fail, — ^I'he enemy hoifted 
a fignal at Cabritta^ not knowing who they 
were, upon which a xebec went out and i|)oke 
to theni. 

igth. This morning early, died in the naval hof- 

5)ital, Baron liclmjiat^ taken prifoner at St Car- 
os^ on the 27th laft month, and who iince had 
a leg amputated, owing to a wound he recdv-. 
ed by a mufquet-ball in that aftion. The corps 
was dreffed in full uniform, according to the 
Spantjh cuftom, and the General and principal 
officers, walked in folemn proceffion to the 
NezV'Mole^ where a flag of truce waited to con- 
vey the body to the Orange-Grove : A band of 
muiic playing a dirge, and a company of gre-^ 
nadicrs, efcortcd the decorated bier to the wa- 
ter's edge, and upon the corpfe being lowered 
into the boat, the latter fired three volleys in 
honor of the deceafed. The coffin had all that 
art and ingenuity could invent, to render it ele- 
gant. 
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gant, which muft fenfibly pleafe the cnemy^ 1781 
when they confider the refpecl paid by the Dec 
Governor to this Mien officer. He was young, 29th. 
handfome, and on the point of nuptial cdebra- 
tion with a young lady, bom in the province 
of Andahifia^ and who, during his ficknefs, 
had furniflied him (by flags of truce) with 
viane and other refrelhing diet, which this gar- 
rifon could not afford ; but the day before his 
deceafe, flie came half bay over, (hearing of 
his dangerous (ituation) to vifit him, and take 
her laft adieu ! but the Adjutant-General, who 
went to receive the flag of truce, affurod her, 
fhe could not be permitted to land until the 
Governor's pleafure was known, and that the 
next day he would wait upon her with his Ex- 
cellency's command ; inftead of which, flic 
received the lifclcfs trunlc of him on whom 
her every wnfli and happineis was founded. 

The enemy arc diiligently repairing the 3otIu 
'works on the ifliimus, — a Ihell fired from 
WiHis^s^ this day, fell among a party of thdr 
workmen, about 50 or 60 in number, which 
we have the greateft reafon to believe did con- 
fiderablc mifchicf. The Spanijh forts and lines 
continue the cannonade and bombardment.— • 
One foldier killed and two wounded this day, 
by the explofion of a fliell. 

Abriik fire on both fides continues, and 318^ 
the enemy keep conflantly at work. — A ftrong 
party are employed near the Centre-Jlone Guard 
Houfe^ errefting a battery. The naval force 
remains quiet, nor have we been troubled 
with the gun and mortar-boats fome time 
paft. 

This 



\ 
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1781 This year has finifhcd without giving the 
Dec. decilive ftroke, though it has been fuccelsful 

on our part, and crowned our arms with glory 

and concjueft. 

/ remain^ 

Dear Brother^ 

^ffeclionately Tourn 



mm 



LETTER XXVIIL 

Gibraltar^ 
Dear Brother, 

'7^^ A S all my letters are intended for your ict^ 
Jan. I. -^^ formation, Ifliall endeavour, as far as \ 
am able, to give you a defcription of this en- 
vied and battered Rock, which has. excited the 
whole attention of Spain and France^ 

GIBRALTAR is in 36 degrees 7 minutes, 
north latitude, it projefts into the fea, and is 
in length near a league from north to Ibuth; 
in breadth irregular from half to three quarters 
of a mile ; its head is frequently hid in the 
clouds. The fummit of the Rock is about 
1400 feet perpendicular above the fea* It is 
joined to the continent by a neck of low and 
J deep fand of the fame breadth as the Rock it- 
felf, but which widens confiderably towarcb 
the Spanijh lines. This ifthmus is near a league 
in length, and, with the oppofite coaft, 
forms a noble and fafc bay eight miles over. 

The 
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The hill is of fuch an irregular form, that 1782 
when you are near it you cannot view the Jan. i« 
whole from any one part. Its head clearly 
faces the Eaft, from thence to the Moorijh Caf" 
tie it fronts the north forward as far as the 
Signal Houfe^ the North-weft, it then takes a 
turn and continues to Europa Point due South. 
'On account of this oblique fituation, when 
you approach the town from the inundation, 
you can fee no farther of the Rock than the 
Moorijh Cajiley and even in town your fight is 
bounded by the old Moorijh Wall [called by 
fome Charles the fifth's] After you have 
paffed 'Soiithport Gate, and got upon the red 
fands, the town is hid from you, and all the 
hill to the North of the Signal Houfe. The 
back of tlie hill is fcalped and inacceffible, and 
this particular circumftance forms its chief 
ftrength. The head of the Rock is almoft 
perpendicular, and compofed of white ftone 
wh ich is burnt for lime. The batteries facing 
theifthmusare very ftrong and fhug, which are 
carried on from the fummit of the Rock, to 
the water's edge at the Old Mole, the extremi- 
ty of which the Spaniards term Una Eocca de 
Fugo. The remains of the Moorijh Cajile are 
clofe to the batteries, at which place is the en- 
trance into the lines ; above the lines is Willis\ 
and the upper batteries. Under the caftle are 
two batteries, near Crouchetfs houfe and ijar- 
dens, loM^er down, and almoft level with the 
water, is the Grand Battery, under which is ** 
Landport. Above the ruins of the town ap- 
pear the walls of the army hofpital, from 
which you have a view of the remains of 
Bt:thkhcm barrack, formerly a nunr.cry, the 

White 
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1 782 White Cloi/lers where the commiffioners of the 
Jan. I. navy ufed to refide, formerly a monaftery, 
and St. Francis where the Governor refides : 
The building, before the enemy fired, was 
plain, more convenient than elegant, but plea- 
fantly fituated near the bay, with a garden ad- 
joining. 1 he Britijh church is adjacent to 
this building, but now divine fervice is per- 
formed on the Smith Parade^ on account of the 
enemy's cannonade. The Spanifh church for 
the performance of the Roman Catholic Reli- 
gion was near the Grand Parade in the* Green 
Market^ the walls of which are yet ftanding. 
The inhabitants and foldiers repair to church 
by the beat of a drum. Near Souihport ftands 
the Kling's yard Grand ftore, and Vichi- 
alling-office, which, notwithftanding the ene- 
my's bombardment, has not fuffered any con- 
fiderable injury. Above Southport^ on the out- 
fide of the gate is the citadel. The garrifon is 
bounded by ftrong walls, and feveral well-exe- 
cuted batteries, particularly tlie King^s^ Soutby 
Montague* s Bajlion^ and Grand Battery. The 
King^s Bajiion is able to contain one thoufand 
men, being bomb proof, and is of a noble con-, 
ftruftion, planned by General Boyde^ when Go- 
vernor of the garrifon. 

The entrance to the garrifon from the ifth- 
mus, is fo narrow, that it is impoflible to march 
an army more than fix men abreaft ; and which 
paffage is undermined,* fo that, if necelTity 
fliould require it to be charged with barrels 

of 



* A mine is a hole Jug, to be filled with powder to 
blow it up, but this is built, with britk, and arched over, 
fo that die exploflon would be the greater. 
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of powder, and fprung, the befiegers would 1782 
fuJSer confiderably, and be thrown into the Jan, i« 
greateft confufion. There arc feveral pieces of 
cannon directed upon this path, loaded wdth 
grape-fliot, which would fcour the wholer 
length, and cut off the affailants as faft as they 
advanced. The cannon placed at the Old Mole- 
Head j being level with the water, wouki fv/eep 
the whole ifthmus ; befides other pieces of ord- 
nance placed in advantageous fituations for 
the purpofe of flanking.* 

TTie principal buildings to the fouthward arc, 
the Naval Hofpitalj now occupied by the fick 
foldiery and feamen ; the Barracks for the 
troops, and two Pavilions for Officers; they 
arc chiefly built of ftone, and well fuited for 
convenience ; the rooms are large and airy, 
and have a handfome appearance from the 
Bay. 

Near the New Mole are t\\'X) magazines for 
powder, where it is lodged when landed from 
the fliips, and as it is wanted, removed from 
thence to the Grand Magazine in the Moorijh 
Cajile. Near them is a pleafant vineyard, of a 
fmall length, which yields a great quantity of 
vegetables, but not fufficient to fupply a fix- 
teenth part of the garrifon. It is fuppofcd that 
the owner clears five thoufand dollars per an- 
imm by it. — There are feveral houfes on the 
heiffhts that have been built bv the officers and. 
inhabitants, which command a delightful prof- 
peA of the Bay and the Gut; in fliort, moft 
of the fouthward is covered with fmall and 
convenient dwcllino;s. 

The 

* In roQitary affairs, is the fide of sia army or battalion. 
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1781 The garrifon is abundantly fupplied with 
Jah.K water from the rain which defcends from Xh6 
heights of the Rock, through a body of fand 
and Kme-ftone, into 1 refervoir ; this contains 
the annual fupply till the next rainy* feafon, 
which is towards the latter end of the year, — '» 
The fhippihg are fupplied from this rfcfervoir, 
by the means of pipes, which communicate 
near the fea, where there is a fmall cifterii 
with fpouts. The Faculty agree in opinion 
that it is good wholefome water, 

the following is the STAtE of the STRENGTil 
of the fever al CORPS now here. 



CORPS. iStrengtL 

Royal Artillery 480 

1 2th. - 469 

39th.^ ^ 448 

55th." - 456 

58th. - 450 

72dv * 811 



CORPS; Strength. 

73d. - - 8tl 
Hardenberg's 345 
R^den's - 347 
LaMott*s - 356' 
Artificer's Comp, 89 

Total 5056 



4th. Wind Eaft. This morning early the Sf^ 
Philips s Cafile arrived here from Mabon with 
difpatches, having twenty-two Spanijh prifoii^rs 
on board, taken by the Englijh in a fally made 
from that place. They fay that Ceneral Murray 
is very dofely befieged, and that the forces 
under his command, make the moft Itubborn 
oppofition againft both the French and Spanijh 
troops who lay before the Caftle. 

llie enemy on the ifthmus keep repairing 
their works, and have got a great part rebuilt. 

The 
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The fire on each fide brifkly cpntinucs, but 1782 
mofl: fpirited from the clofe of the evening un- Jan. 
til the dawn of the morning, as the chief part 
of their labours are executed during the night- 
feafon. 

A xebec arrived from the eaftward this 8th. 
forenoon, and anchored oppofite Sandy Bay.-^ 
The working.parties on the ifl:hmus have not 
done any thing particular fince the 4th infl:. 

Lafl: night the Su Philip's Cajlle failed to the i oth. 
eafl:ward, and a fmall boat for Tetuan^ in order 
to fetch fupplies. All quiet in the Bay : We 
cannot imagine the reafon that the enemy ar« 
not fo alert and attentive as they were. 

Wind E. Sailed the Henry and Mercury pri- 13th. 
vateers to the weft:. None of the Spanijh cruiz? 
•crs went in chace of them. The enemy thre\^ 
up a branch of fand-work laft night upon the 
ifthmus. , 

This day two cutters made their appearance i6th» 
in the Gut. Wind N. E. The tower at CabriU 
ta let fly a fignal, upon which the Spanijh fqua-p 
dron got in motion, confifl:ing of a frigate, 
one large xebec, one fmallcr ditto, feveral 
gun-boats, and ftood acrofs to intercept them. 
The gun-boats got a-head, and difcharged fe- 
veral Ihot at them, which the cutters return- 
ed, and kept their courfe, fl:anding for the 
eaftward, it being impracticable to work the 
port, as the wind blew right againft them. 
The Spanijh cruizers went m chace, and are 
now all out of fight. The works on the ifth- 
mus are going forward. 

Antonio Juanico^ a Minorquen^ who arrived i7tb. 
here in a fettee fomc time jpaft, is convicted of 
having come iof the purpofc of procuring in- 

L telligeriwc 
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1782 telligence for the SpaniJIo General, aad ^ttrde3?c4| 
Jan. for execution on the 4th of February ^enfulng, 
1 8th. The enemy fire upon us with great ftiiy, to 
prevent our annoying their worfcing pajrtie?. 
Sevenil wounded this afternoon. 
120th. The town and fouthward Tegnnents ex- 
changed quarters this morning, to jeontiii»e 
three months before another exchange takes 
place, unlefe circumftances fhouM majbe k jkic- 
ceffary. 
23d. The ifthmus parties are laborioufly e»>pIoy- 
^d in forwarding their works, and ^ii mcjaffant 
\fire is kept up from the Spanijh Unies ajiid forts, 
upon our works and parties on the biU^ as we 
are repairing the breaches made,.and conftnicl- 
ing fome additional fortification to fhelter ow 
men, and to deftroy, if pcdSble, the eaneHiy'i 
-approaches. 
c6th. Pleafant wheat her. The enemy apj)e»r ?to 
•be bufy at jilgaziras^ and in the riv.ers. Wc 
[ imagine they are conftrudting additional gt«i- 

'.-> boats there, to co-operate with thofe^ey al- 
ready have. Ifthmus working paffti^ G.ai>^ 
nue nightly to be employed. , 
29th. Wind S. E. The two cutters chafed to the 
eaftward by the enemy on the i6th inftant, 
arrived early this morning: tliey ;prove to be 
^the Viper and Lively^ laden with ordnance 
ftores ; alfo arrived the Dartmouth Tartar 
' cutter, laft from Li/ho?i in three days, with dif* 
patches. A frigate, xcl^ec, and fome gun- 
boats have returned from their vain purfuit ifl 
chafe of the Viper and Lively, mortified -with 
having mifl'ed their eager prey, and anchored 
at their old ftation, watching every fail that 
appears in fi^ht. The enemy are preparing fe- 

veral 
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vcral fire-fliips at the mouth of the rivers be* 1782 
tween Algaziras and Orange Grove, but for Jan. 
what purpofe we really cannot coiijefture, 29tlu 
-without it is for paftime, and the recreation 
of their naval and land-forces, by reminding 
them that they are inclinable to do ipifchief, 
though incapable of effefting it. Our Slipping 
are afl boompd in, and without they intend to 
burn the clefts of the Rock, and fet our fandy 
beach on fire, they had better keep their pre- 
fect diftaijce^ nor unthinldngly ru& on, where 
certain ruin niuft be the confequence. Our 
garrifon are pretty healthy, cehfidering the 
nardihips, dwgers, and fcarcity of frefh diet, 
which at prefent prevails ; but of late,, they 
have been very much afiii<fte4 with the moft 
inveterate fcurvy, which deprived many 
of the ufe of their liipbs, by rendering 
them ftifF and fwetied. The flefli of. the fu^ 
ferers, I affure yo^, was almoft black; and 
you would pity (were you a fpeftator) to view 
them limping to their poft, to partake of a 
ihare with their comrades in oppdfing the foe. 
With every good wifli, permit pie to fubfcfibe 
inyfelf 

Taur loving Brother, 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Gibraltar* 
Dear Brother, 

p, ^ nnHE befiegers, fpurred on by hope and ex- 
^ A peftation, to work the reducHon of the 

fortrcfs, are indefatigably employed in for- 
warding the re-conftruction of St. Carlos j and 
the adjacents. From their batteries they con- 
tinue a plentiful difcharge of ordnance, by 
which we now and then lofe a man. We anxi- 
oufly long for the day of attack, as our fitua- 
tion is rather deplorable in f efpecl of provifion, 
and the harraffing duties of guards, picquets, 
working detachments, and parties, forwards 
the general wifli for engagement. The 
conftant duty ^vith the foldiery is ten and 
eleven days and nights up, and probably when 
it comes to your turn to have a night to fleep 
in your tent, the enemy from the fea-line dif- 
turbs you from repofe. 

Prices of Provijion brought by the Viper and Lively 
cutters y on the 2gth of lafi months : 

Common Green Tea per lb. - jC* ^ ^ • 

Hams per ditto ^33 

Corned Beef ditto - - - - o i 8 

Port Wine />cr J^/z^n 1145 

A Iheep -.----- -14 10 

Chee{c per lb. - 041 oh 

Butter ditto -- - - -- 041 oh 

The enemy carry on their works in a rapid 
manner. They laft night erefted a battery of 
five embrazures on the well fide of the Mill- 

Tou'^r ," 
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Tinver ; St. Carlos, by what wc can difccrn frpm 1782 
the heights of th^ Rock, appears to tave re- Feb. 
ceived a complete repair. Our batteries en- 4th. 
deavour, as much as poffible, to prevent the 
executing of their labours on the ifthmus. 

Antonio JuanicOj ordered for execution this 
day, is recited. Arrived from the weftward 
two fmallveffels from Portugal, laden with Ic- 
inpns and oranges, a very refrefliing fupply. 

A fmall boat, that appeared off Cabritta- 6th» 
Pointy was fired at feyeral times from the bat- 
tery at that pl^Kre, but without effeft ; upon 
this a Spanijb lugger got under fail, endeavour- 
ing to cut her off, but to very litde purpofe, 
as tlvc boat had nearjy anchored before fhe had 
got balf-bay over. She proves to be from 
I^ijkqn, laden with fjruit and oranges. 

.The enemy's cruizers haye been particular- loth. 
ly bufy ajl t$is day, running in and out alter- 
^nately.. We imagine they have- received inti- 
mation, of fome veffel bound for this place. 
They on t;he land fide keep , working and 
. firing. 

WindN, E. Arrived fafe, the Toung Sabine^ 13th* 
with porter^ wine, and potatoes. Our men 
of war's boats towed her round Europa. It is 
confidently afferted, that fhe has brought in- 
telligence to the Governor of a very intereft- 
ing nature, but we cannot learn the particu- 
lars. The Spanijh cruizersk were difappointed 
. in mifling the capture of this veffel, as all 
their attempts to effect it were rendered inef- 
fechial. 

Arrived the brig Eliza, with fuhdry article! 
on board, for the ufe of the garrifon. The 
Sprnijh cruizers, who returned yefterday even- 
ing: 
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1782 ing to jilgaziras, made a jQgnal toolate). to do 

Feb. themfelves any fervice : they are tfuifing iri 

1 6th. the Bay and round the Rock, but keep at ^ng- 

gun fiipt diftance 5 they came neir Europa^ but 

VI, few fliot From that poft made thexti ftecr afia* 

ther courfe. 

The Spanijh works are briikly forwarded^ 
the illhmus is klmoft become a fceiie of en- 
chantment : the enemy certainly miift employ 
a confiderable number of men, or otherwiifc 
they could not make fuch rapid progrefs in 
their advances 
17 th* Wind N. W» This morning a fail appeared 
Handing from the weftWard ; the Sfdnifl) tow- 
ers let fly a fignal of an enemy^s appearance ; 
a frigate, xebec, and feveral gun-boats, imme- 
diately got under way, while the battery at 
Cabritta-point fired feveral rouhds.^ The xebec 
bore down, when the Englifh veffd opened 
upon her, and made her haul her wind, and 
foon afterwards flie dropped aftern, the frigate 
and gun-boals then flood acrofs to Intercept 
her, which fhe as fpiritedly engaged, receiv- 
ing two broad-fides from tne frigate, and fe- 
veral rounds from the gun-boats* After ha- 
ving engaged a confiderable time, fuch a fu- 
perior force, flie had the good fortune to get 
m without much damage, and proves to be 
the Ffying'Jlp cutter, 'commanded by Ciiptain 
Anthony^ in eight days from Englirnd^ hdeh 
with ordnance ftores. Some of the enemy's 
boats being drove very Hear the garirifon, 
the batteries at Europa difcharged a fcw^ 
fhot at them, but plying their oars briikly,. 
they got off without any injury. The various 
tnanceuvres of the latter, afforded the gattifon 
much entertainment. Wind 
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Winds. W. Laft night a brig from the 1782 
wcftward cntei:cd the Bay, obferving the lights Feb. 
in the Spanijh camp, ftcered for that place, i8th. 
imagining it muft have been the town of Gibr 
raltar. ^ The captain continued his courfe tiU 
he came oppofite to Prince Orange's battery,, 
when the officer on duty there challenged the 
flxip, who anfwered, " From Cork,'' Tiie cap- 
tain now difcovered his error, and finding he 
was fleering under the enemy's batteries, put 
about, and run aground at the back of the 
Old Mole J when Fort Phillippe and the Btaek- 
BatUry began a fire upon her. The captain, 
when lie landed, in a jocular manner endfca- 
voured to apologize for the miftake, by 
faying, he intended to run liis (hip up to his 
merchant's ftore-houfe. She has brought a 
fupply of butter, pork, and potatoes^ which 
i& intended to be landed, if poflible^ this night. 
Her name is th^ Governor Flliot brig, Samuel 
Seldon^ Mafter. 

This morning we obferved a batter)'^ of 12 20th, 
embrazures cdnllru(5led on the ifthmus, and 
in other parts the fand was thrown up as a 
cover. The enemy fired very warmly on the 
Qovernor Elliot brig, and have greatly damaged 
•her — ^part of the cargo has been landed. A 
briik fire continues on both fides. 

A Portugueze fchooner from the weft, was 
taken between Tarifa and Cabritta-point, and 
brought into Algazirasj where there is not any 
doubt Ihc will be condemned.. The wind hav- 
ing fprung up eafterly, a Tartan arrived from 
Leglyorn^ with a cargo of wine and ufeful ne- 
ceffaries. Several gun-boats alfo arrived from 
the eaft ; we imagine them to be the remain- 
der that chafed the two cutters on the 1 6th of 
January* VTfea i % 
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1782 WindE. SaUed laft night from hence the; 

Feb. Viper, Lively, and Dartmouth Tartar cutters. 

2 1 ft. About an hour afterwards the Spanijh towers. 
wxre illuminated, and a number of rocket* 
thrown up. The enemy keep hard and con- 
ftantly at work on the ifthmus. 

23d. WindW. This morning the fliipping at 
• Algaziras was drcffed with full colours, at 
noon Tifeu de joye was fired * by land and fea, 
and repeated three times. 

A fliip appeared in the Offing, ftanding for 
this place, when a frigate and xebec made rea- 
dy. She continued her courfe, and received 
their fire withgreatintrepidity, plyingherguns 
in an heroic manner. After about an hour's 
fire flie got in, and proves to be the Mercury 
ftore-fliip. Captain Heighingtoriy from Lijbon, 
with wine, poultry, and fruit. 

^4th. WindW. Arrived at Algaziras from the 
weftward, a frigate," two xebecs, and two cut- 
ters, as a reinforcement to the Spanijh fqua- 
dron. The Spanijh working parties are buifily 
employed. 

a5th. Wind W. Arrived the St. Ann of 28 guns, 
in twelve days from London, with ordnance 
ftores. Not any particular intelligence receiv- 
ed, except that flie was chafed fome leagues to 
the weftward, and efcaped during the night. 

28th. Wind E. Arrived the Indian King, from 
Leghorn, with timber and liquors, a briik fir^ 
on both fides was kept up. The enemy con-. 
tinue laborioufly working on the ifthmus, for-i 
warding, with all poffible expedition, their 
new approaches. The neareft branch is ahnoft 
in a line with the north angle of Landport 
Garden^ 

, Tour affeilionate Brother^ 
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LETTER XXI. 



Gibraltar. 



Dear BROTHEit, 



THE viftors of one day are often defeated 1782 
byanother, and lofethofelaurels thatwcre Mar. i 
carried in triumph from the field of flaughter. 
The fate of Minorca was announced here this 
morning, by a flag of truce from the Orange- 
Grove^ vaxh the intelligence of that for- 
trefs having furrendered to His Catholic 
JVlajefty's forces, and that the feu dejoycj fired 
ontlie 23dof February, was in celebration of 
the conqueft. It is not improbable but the 
enemy entertain lively notions of this place, 
and imagine that this piece of information 
may tend to deprefs our fpirits, and facilitate 
a fpeedy furrender. 

We kept up a very hot fire all the afternoon, 
and fet the enemy's works in a blaze, which 
they extinguilhed fliortly afterwards. 

ITiis morning our batteries direfted their «d. 
fire upon the enemy's advanced works on the 
ifthmus, when a heavy and inceflant canno- 
nade was fpiritedly maintained between the 
enemy and garrifon, till nine o'clock, during 
which time we had the fortune to fet their 
works on fire again. The foe manifefted a 
valour, and in an intrepid manner jumped 
upon the glacis, pouring balkets of fand upon 
the flames, when, after much difliculty and 
danger^ they got the fiire e;^teiiguiflied. 

WindE, 
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1 78 1 WinctE. Laft night the Hying-E/h cutter^ 
Mar. failed to the weftward with difpatclies. The 
4th. enemy keep advancing their approaches to- 
wards the garrifon* The cannonade but flack 
thefe two days. 
5th. Arrived tlic Pearl Canarioj Patron Prats, 
from Algiers^ with flieep and wine, the former 
feUs at an exorbitant price. 

A inpAt from the cafhvard arrived this 
mof ftiiig at >^^^/rAr.— Several veflels at OrOKge 
Grav^^ are difeharging ordnance ftof es, camp ' 
equipage, &c»-^— The rcduftion of the litand of 
Minorca^ apparently has put the enemy in ki^ 
fpirits^ as app^rances in their camp, befpeak 
preparations foi' a reinforcement of troops.. 
The enemy have redouUed the cannonade Utpon 
the gafrifon, and the advanced works arc go&- 
ildcrably lengthened : the next turn of the laft 
branch will bring the line nearly to the centre 
of the Gardens. Our fire muft be very dif- 
treffing to them, they being fo near to the 
Rock ; — the fmall fliclls ate diftributed in 
abundance on their parties. 
6th. One of the Spanijh frigates failed to the caft- 
ward : and this afternoon, the wind having 
iliifted, another flood to the weftward. A xe- 
bec and a cutter having approached too near 
the Rock, was fired at by our Prams, and 
oblijyedto bear away iof Jlgaxiras^ 
9th. The enemy keep working and moderately 
firing, by which lieutenant Cuppage, of the 
Royal Artillery, was this day v^oundcd: all 
quiet on the fea fide. 
loth. The enemy indicate frefli preparations for" 
the enfuing ftorm, feveral parties being em- 
ployed this morning in clearing ground for a^ 

reinforce-* 
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ttinforcehient of trO(^s« A number of tents 178^ 
are already pitched* A xebec, which came Mar* 
near the garrifon, had feveral rounds fired at loth. 
her, which compelled her to fheer off. We 
difcharged a number of carcaffes upon the ene- 
my *s ifthmus works^ with an intent to bum 
them, but did not. meet with the comjdetion 
of our wilhes. Th6 gun-boats cover the face 
of the Bay, and lay upon their oars. Parties 
toi\tinue employed in pitching tents, and clear- 
ing ground iii the Spanijh camp. 

The enemy woi*k moft affiduoufly, and have 1 6th* 
raifed a very high and well-planned breaft- 
work, fuppofei . by our engineers and artille- 
rlfts to be intended for a mortar-battery. 

This day arrived at Jlgaziras a frigate from 
the weftward, but no falute was given. 

The enemy's fire thefe three days has been 
particularly fpirited, by which we had fom« 
few wounded, among whom is Lieutenant 
Wbifey of the 56th regiment. Our batterieis 
are now bravely playing upon the foe. 

Wind S. Tivo frigates having come within 1 7th.. 
the reach of out* prams, anchored off the New- 
Mok ; they began a well-direfted and furious 
fire upon them. One of the frigates, it was 
obferved, received fevefal fliot. 

Our fifliing-boats were drove out of the Bay 1 8tht 
this morning by a Xebec, who kept a gentle 
fail, until, by her Repeated firings, flie made 
them all retreat to the fliore. The inhuma- 
nity of this ad is better to be conceived than 
ex^reffed. The Spaniards are forwarding their 
works, and difcharging their ordnance upon 
us. 

The 
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1782 The Governor has ordered the bridge at 
Mar. Landport to be pxilled down, and the c«mmu* 
19th. nication to that poft will be through the 
fallyport in the ditch,* where there is to be a 
temporary ftage made, for the purpofe of de^ 
tachments pamng and repaffing from the cxx^ 
vercdnway, and out-guards» Alfo one of the 
flopcs, by which the guards and centinels now 
afcend to their pofts, is to be levelled. An en* 
campment was began this morning on the weft 
of the Orange Grove. We exped the fiege will 
quickly come to an ilTue, from the prepara- 
tions making by the foe. 

We obfcrved this morning, that the enemy^ 
had bcffun an encampment for cavalry, in the 
rear ot the grand ipagaziije, weft of Orange^ 
Cr(n'e. 
ixzd. Laft night, about efeven o'clock, a mill on 
Wincimill-billy conftrufted for the purpofe of" 
grinding M-heat fent over from Britahij by fome 
means took fire, and was confumed. The ene- 
my are very bufy \vith fom^ Clipping,^ which 
is imagined are intended for Jire-flGots.^ 
24th, Wind W. Laft night arrived the Vernon 
ftortslhip, with materiak for gun-boats, what 
>w have long wilhed for% The Suceefs frigat« 
rfcortcd her to latitude 36, when fhe left hei, 
and rcturntid to En^^faniL The Succefsj on her 
pattlige ttH>k the ^nta Caialina^ a Sfamjb fri- 
j»ate, who afterwards was burnt on the appear- 
ance of the Curberus and Apolh frigates (fuf- 
peciinjt them to be enemies) and fbnr tran- 
ilH>rts, that came in alio during the night, hav- 
ing 

♦ A vloor ir* a BjtCtl'Vi xtd Battery, for iht pRrpofeaT' 
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ing on board the 97th regiment, as a reinforce- 1 781 
ment to the garrifon. Mar^ 

Three very large ihips, and four xebees, ar- 
rived at Aigazirasy imagined to be laden with 
^ores and provifioil. 

This day our flag of truce carried to Orange sjtiu 
Grove fome officers and men, put on board the 
Vernoriy belonging to the Sania Catalina frigate. 
The enemy continue their ufual working par- 
ties. From ten o'clock laft night, tijl day- 
break this morning, a brilk fire was maintain- 
ed with determined refolution, between forts 
Barbaryj PhilUppe^ and the batteries on the 
heights of the hill. One fliot from the enemy 
this day wounded four men— all in a danger- 
ous way. 

The enemy's ihips and forts fired feveral 30tlu 
rounds alternately. It is fuppofed the rejoicing 
is (on accbunt of this being Paffion-Saturday) 
in celebration of our Saviour's refurreftion. 
The Spanijb working parties have not done any 
quantity of work to-day. 

This morning the batteries at Willis's and 31IL 
Montague's Bq/iion, opened with martial rage 
upon the ifthmus works. Wind N. W. a very 
frefli breeze. Shot and fliells were inceflantly 
difcharged, when one of the latter having pe- 
netrated into the fafcines, immediately fet that 
part in a flame, which continued burning uni. 
til about thirty yards was confumed. The 
flames fpread in a rapid manner, and the ene- 
my did all they could to prevent the progrefs 
of the fire, nor could they extinguiih it by any 
means, but was under the necemty of cutting 
an opening, as the only remedy to fecure their 
approaches from being again deftroyed. 

The 
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1789 The troops in the ounp of Santa Roaue came 
Mvrdi out of their tents to view the fpiriteq afidqn^ 
while only the fiaih of gu))^, an4 explcyjing 
ihells were to be ieen ; the iljttmaus, a^ pprr 
thernmoft part of the Ro^k M^S ^^ ^^ 
the douds Qjf iiqo)^. 

Sincerely yout^Sf 



LETTER XXXL 

«< Who like the Cur bar)^ at U}« crou4 that paflbs ??' 

Gibraltar. 
D£AR Brother. 

Ap^^^CUCHis the difpofition of o»ir inverer^fr 
*^ and malignant foes, every feip, fettee, or 
bark that appears, immediatrfy a gun i^ dif- 
charged, and a cruizer fent out to interrogate, 
'' From whence come ye y or where are you boumt?*' 
A Swedijh veflel was brought into Algaziroi 
yefterday evening for not bringing to, upon ^ 
gun being fired from a double gaHpy oS the 
Point, . 

Arrived a veflel from Portugal with nipetjr 
flxeep during the cx)urfe of the night. 

lliis morning a ibLdier deferted from Land" 
port guard, and received the fire of the muf- 
quetry of all the centinels, but without effecl:. 
The Spanlfo working parties are diligently em- 
ployed. 

J-aft 
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Laft night a Spanijh defer ta* came in, aacj 1782 
reports, that the foldicr whidi deferted yefter- Apri|« 
day was wounded by our fire, and died in the ad. 
greateft agony, in the Milt Battsry (ov St eart- 
hs. J This forenoon a great many infantry- 
tents was pitched estft fide of the Horfe Bar* 
racks ^ and Xguie fqu^drons of infantry jnardi- 
1:4 in 

The encampment weft of the Orange Grove QXh* 
IS taken poffeflion of by troops j but they do 
not appear very numerous, or perhaps they 
are tired with their march over the mountains, 
and keep their tents as a rdiaxation from their 
fetigue. The enemy cannonade the garrifoR 
jcxcefliv^ely warm, three nien and aboy wouud- 
.cd at Willises by a rebound of a (hot. — A new 
fcncampment is forming about a quarter of a 
mile from the Horfe DiftriA-r-llie tents ajra 
/or infantry, and appear quite new. 

The encampment pitched yefterday is hour- loth. 
ly increafing in the number of tents, but not 
any confiderable body of troops 'appear. The 
;enemy fired very hot this morning, ai;id a Ihell 
which fell in Land^t Ditcb^ juft as the new 
guard came to relieve the old one, killed Lieu- 
tenant Whefham^ pf the 1 2th Reriment, wound* 
cd Ws fervant who was on the right of the 
guards and blew the drummer^s drum in pic- 
ce^. He was an amiable officer, and well ref- 
jpeclcd ; the loi^ pf him is much regretted by 
all ranks in the g^rrifon. 

5ix lu^-fail boats arrived from the weftward ; 
iirpm tiheir fojm and .cQnftru(5Ucm >ye apprehend 
^hey are intended for landing of troops. Eve- 
Xy thufi^ npw indicates a Ipeedy and vigorous 
H<fewlt. Ouj Qneniies arc ^ee^ingly prepared 

for 
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178 1 for immediate battle, their iflhthus works be-^ 

April ing almoft completed. 

1 1 th. Wind W. Arrived a boat from Portugal with 
goats, fowls, &c. The Patron brings intelli- 
gence, that fhips and floating-batteries are fit- 
t'ng up in the port of Cadizj lined -with ccrk 
and oakum, whofe flirength are to turn a can- 
non-ball, and that when Dtike de Crilkn arrived 
with his conquering, valiant, and fuccefsful 
troops, from the glorious expedition at Minor-' 
ca^ he is to take the command of the forces, 
and head the army in their attack upon this 
place. Me faysj that from the accounts receiv- 
ed in Portugal^ that the Spaniards are in high 
fbirits from the recent fuccels of the Duke at 
Minorca^ that great expeAation is placed on the 
valour of the troops under his command, and 
that on their arrival, the attack will commence. 

1 5th. Arrived a large cutter at Algazirasy from the 
weft. 1 he enemy have brought forvi^ard their 
approaches confiderably towards the garrifon* 
A general difcharge of ordnance prevails. 

1 6th. Wind S. W. Two large xebecs arrived this 
forenoon on the oppofite fide, and feveral fmaA 
.fettees, all from the weftward. 

The enemy's force now confifts of three fri- 
gates, four large xebecs, one cutter, one bomb- 
ketch, at AlgUTdras ; one large xebec, one cut- 
ter, one lugger, one bomb-ketch, at Orange 
Grove ; one hrge xebec, one fmall ditto, one 
floop of war at Cabritta ; fifteen gun-boats, 
eight mortar boats, ten or twelve Cre-lhips in 
the rivers, befides what fliipping they have at 
Ceutaj and cruizing to the calhvard. 

Landport'bridge is taken down, and it is re- 
ported that bpth the flopes are to be levelled, 

and 
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and only a timber afcent made, that in cafe of 1782 
any emergence may be fet on fire, to prevent April, 
the enemy's entrance into the ditch under, the 
Qrand Battery. 

Our working-parties are employed in ereft- 
Jng fplinter proofs upon the batteries on the hilli 
as a cover from the bomb-fliells -whtn they ex- 
plode in the air, which the Spaniards have prac- 
tifed of late, 

WindN. W. This morning, upon a fliip be- 20th. 
ing difcovcred by the enemy in the Offing, they 
hoifted a fignal on the tower at Cabritta^ which 
taot being anfwercd, a xebec and floop, ftation- 
«i at the Point, flipped out, and bore down 
under a pre£fure of laiL ■ T he xebec having 
got a-head, fired a broadfide at her, which 
was direftly returned by the fliip ; the floop 
now came up> and fired a few guns, notwith- 
fianding which, flie continued her courfe, and 
got iafe in, without any \ok. She proves to 
be the Antigallican fl:ore-fliip, in eight days 
from Falnuiuth. The enemy, apparently, are 
not fo attentively employed on the ifthmus as 
formerly. 

The regiments in the town and fouthward 2xft^ 
exchanged quarters this fbrenoon. 

Very little work done by the enemy. — ^The 
viin-boats brought over by the Vernon^ are get- * 
mg in great forwardnefs in the New-Mole 
Tard. 

Several parties employed daily in bringing ssdL. 
fafcines into the Spanijh camp. We fuppofe 
that the want of thefe materials has been the 
occafion of their ceafing from work thefe three 
days* Forts B^rbary and Phillifpe^ the Blacks 

M B^tUrf 
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1782 Battery znd lines, fired this afternoon minute 
April guns, with fhot, upon the garrifon. 
24th. This forenoon an experimental trial was 
made with one of the gun-boats, mounted 
with an eighteen pounder. The firft and fe- 
cond fliot fired horizontaUy rccouched three 
or four times ; the third had a degree of ele- 
vation, and went a diftance in tlie bay. The Na- 
val Commander promifes great fijccefs from 
them when the twelve is finiflied. All hands 
bufy at work upon them. 
25th. This morning early a deferter from the Vo- 
lunteers of jirgon came in, and confirms a 
former account of fliips being preparing for 
the purpofe of attacking this fi^arrifon, lined 
with cork and junk to prevent tlie penetration 
of our fliot. A few working parties again 
. appear on the ifthmus, but their labours 
are executed under cover. 
27th. This day one of our longboats from Ragged 
Staff' to the New Mole with iron, fprung a 
leak, and went to the bottom, unfortunately a 
man and a boy were drowned. 
28th. Wind W. S. W. This morning two fliips, brig- 
rigged, and a fchooner, appeared in the Gut, 
with their heads ftanding to the eaft. — ^ITie 
Sfanijh towers made a fignal of an enemy being 
at hand, upon which two xebecs, and eight 
gun-boats went out in order to fecur-e them^ 
but were unexpeftedly difappointed, they f)rov- 
ing to belong to the French. The rapidity of 
the current, and the wind having ihifred to 
the N. W. the xebecs and gun-boats drbva^ to 
the eaflward. 
3Cth. , The enemy's batteries appear to be nearly 
finiflied; for notwithflanding we only now 

and 
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and then difcharge a few rounds of fliot and 1782 
ihella, they have not taken the opportunity of April 
doing any work. In the Spanijh camp, a nu- 
merous army are feen — ^the whole Common at 
the foot of Santa Roque^ is become a town and 
place of habitation, where a grand difplay of 
flaughtering inftruments is exhibited, and the 
moft renowned engineers, experienced artille- 
rifts, and approved foldiers and feamen, are 
bent upon our extirpation from this heart- 
galling Rock. That their views and intentions 
may be fruftrated, is the fincere and* hearty 
wifli of 

Tour affedionate Brother. 



LETTER XXXII. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

EVERY opportunity that offers of writing May 3 
to you, I readily embrace, and find an 
infinite fatisfaftion in the employ, confcious 
that your bofom feels for my abfence and fitua- 
tion ; I fliould confider^niyfelf unpardonable 
in any omifiion. 

The enemy continue the fiege, and are get- 
ing in forwardnefs the moft ftudious prepara- 
tions for an attack. It is beyond difpute that 
the contention will fliortly be finally adjuft^. 

Laft night. Wind E. failed the Cerberus and 8th. 
jlpollo frigates, St. Ann, Vernoriy Mercury^ and 
' Antigallican ftore-fliips ; the Beifey^ Thompfon^ 
Loyal Briton^ and Valiant tranfports, at which 

M z ' time 
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1782 time two Spanijh frigates and three xeBecs were^ 
May 8. cruizinff in the Gut. They had not been long 
under fail, when rockets were thrown up at 
jl/gazirasj and anfwered at Cabritta. — ^About 
an hour 2tfter a cannonading was heard in the 
Gut, and continued for fome time tolerably 
briik; and this morning we had the mortifi- 
cation to view the enemy returning with the 
three laft named tranfports, being the only de-> 
fencdefs veffels that failed from hence. Their 
fails were very much torn, and it is fupppfed 
the enemy alone directed their fire upon them, 
not liking to attack the flore-fhips ; they have 
a formidable appearance in the night. Thus 
viftorious they entered the Bay in triumph, 
and conducted their prizes (manned only with 
about twenty-one men) to the port of AlgaTU- 
ras^ there to recount the dangers of the batde, 
and to regale themfelves with the fpoil. 

9th. Wind W. S. W. This forenoon arrived from 
the weflward one line of battle fhip, convoying 
eight large. flore-fliips or Indiamcn. From the 
appearance of their rigging and fides,, which is 
dry and fhabby, and having but a fe\y hands 
on board, we cannot imagine from what part 
they have arrived, or what occafion brought 
them in here. All hands bufy about the ^^- 
nijb camp. 
# oth. "Wind S. E. Arrived a Portuguefe fettee from 
Tetuaftj with about 30,000 oranges, and a few 
pipes of oil. She was cleared out for Cadiz^ 
but fmuggled herfelf in here, where they will 
find a good market for their cargo. — Oranges 
are fold for a rial each, about fourpence three-» 
farthings flcrlin^. 
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The eight large flrips that arrived over the 1782 
way the 9th inffant, are hauled clofe ta the May 
Ihore, and are unrigging, and thofe that ar- i3Ui» 
rived the 24th Marcli have proceeded to the 
Orange Grave. It is cwrently reported that 
they are lined with cork, and are to be convert- 
cd into batteries, but moft peqple think that 
they are more fit for fire-wood, than attack* 
ing a fortrefs. 

llie ftore-fliips at ^i^^Ks/r^j. are quite unrig- 15th* 
cd, and a great many hands employed upon 
them desiring their dceks. The land fire is 
nfKdntained with fpirit, but very littlq- ^ork 
i:feemingly going forward on the ifthmus^ 

Laft night three foldiers, in attempting to, 2oth. 
defert from the heights of the Rock, fell &om 
a precipice, .and were found dead ijnder the: 
Sugar-Loaf^ lying near Qdch other. They had 
procured a rope, and fattened it to a cldt of 
the Rock, but it was not of a fufficient length 
to reach the bottom. 

Arrived a xebec and a, galley from the weft- 22^1. 
ward at Algaziras. The enemy are employed 
upon two of the ftore-ftiips, cutting; thei? fidea 
down. 

The enemy continue working on the two 2.5th. 
ftorejhips at Jlgazirasj and appear to be thick- 
ening with pieces ef timber and other mate- 
rials, their larboard fides. Several ports have 
been al^:eady cut : from this it is evident they 
are intended fpr floating batteries. Wind E. 
The other ftore^fliips that lay at Orange Grove 
i^iled from thence to the weftward, having 
difcharged their lading, which is fuppofed to 
lie ordnance ft ores* 

Arrived 
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1782 Arrived the 5/. George xebec, with a finall 

May fupply from Leghorn^ having on board twelve 
Corficans, including one ofloicer, who have vo- 
hintarily come to offer their fervice in the de- 
fence of this place. They mention that feve- 
ral more are preparing to embark on the £mie 
expedition. 

26th. Arrived the John Tartan^ Captain M^Killi/ler^ 
from Leghorn^ with a fnpply of wine and oil. 
She brings intelligence, that we maybe affured 
of a vigorous attack, as fbon as the Spanip 
ihips are ready, which will be made fo ibrong, 
and of fuch a nature, that they will neitho: 
burn nor batter. 

The Spanijb ho^ital laft night took fire, 
and is entirely confumed* 

17 th. Wind S. £• Yefterday evening near one 
hundred fail of tranfports, and a bomb-ketch, 
arrived and anchored between Algaziras and 
Orange Grove^ and this morning we perceived 
they were very full of men, which are fup- 
pofed to be troops. 

28th. A confiderable body of troops were landed 
from the tranfports this afternoon, and march- 
ed into the Spanijb camp* The enemy had 
hauled two tranfports in, and have began un- 
rigging them. The two large fhips that the 
enemy have been working at, have each of 
them fourteen or fifteen port-holes cut in their 
larboard fides. 

A flag of truce was received from Spain j but 
her me^ge is mere ccMijefture with the public. 
Some fay, ihe has brought a demand from the 
Spanijh General, for the furrendering of the 
fortrels ; but this, I am confident, never wll 

be 
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be done,, while we have an oiince of bread, 1782 
and a round of ammunition. May. 

An Englifh Tartan was taken to the ea;ftward 30th. 
and towed by the enemy into Alga%iras^ with 
her colours reverfed. It is afferted that this 
veffel is the one that Patron Pratt failed from 
this port to Algiers for fupplies* 

Our twelve gun-boats in 'i^^vf -Mole-yard arc 
nearly finifhed ; feveral are already in the wa- 
ter, and lye very fnug. We are very anxious 
to make trial of them with the enemy. A boat 
went out this day with a flag of truce into the 
Bay, with the Governor's anfwer to theirs, 
received the 28th i'nftant. 

The fliips at Algaziraszte getting pretty for- 
ward ; a number of hands are employed upon ' 
them, but mofl? of the garrifon are of opinion, 
from their conflru6Hon, that they \vill be found 
of very little ufe- when they attack our wails, 
as they never will be- able to tow them near 
enough to do aaiy material execution, for 
fhould they daringly come on, their boats will 
be inevitably cut oflf by the grape fhot fron^ 
the garrifon. 

We Ihall have pretty fport foon. I hope to 
furvive to fend you an account of the particu- 
lars, wherein a victorious repulfe, I truft, • will 
be found ; and probably before you receive this 
letter, the battle will have taken place, and: 
the conteft be decided. 

With a heart glowing with zeal for the ho- 
nour of Britain and her Dependencies, periiiit 
me to conclude, with the moft brotherly love 
and cfteem, 

■ • « Sincerely your* S4. 

LETTER 
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Dear Brothebt, 



Gibr^tar. 



1782 nPHE enemy labour conftantly at equipping 

June I . ■*• the ftore-ftiips for fervice ; from the lights 

ohferved at JlgaTdras laft night, we imagine 

they were bufy at work;— the mafls of moft 

of them are taken out. 

This morning died here, Brigadier-General 
Stanton^ of the 97th regiment, 
^d. Wind E. This day a convoy of near fifty 
fail of different fizes, arrived from the eaft- 
ward at Algaziras^ with ftores and provifion for 
the ufe of their army and navy. The canno- 
nade continues pretty brifk on both fides, but 
we have only a few wounded. 

GARRISON ORDERS, 

The Royal Standard to be hitjled tO'tnorrouy^ 
The Governor dejires to meet all the officers not on 
dutyy on their refpcSlive parades^ at guard^mount'^ 
ing to-morrow^ to congrattdate with them on the 
anniverfary of his niajejifs birtb^day. 

Such ordnaftce to beared at theenemy*s luorksjos 
jball be ordered by the Commanding Officer of the 
Roycd Artillery^ ikginning at one 0^ clocks 

4th. Th^ royal ftandard was hoifted this morning 
on the flag-ftafT in town, and on board the 
Jirilliant in Ne%v Mole. At one o'clock the 

uorthemmoft 
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xiiorthernmoft batteries fired forty-four rounds 1782 
of Ihot and fliells upon the enemy's forts and June% 
works, in honour of his majcfty's birth-<iay* 
The fhipping in the New Molcj and our twelve 
gun-boats arranged in a line from the Tanks' 
to the pier of the New Mole Heady alfo perform- 
ed a felute, and gave three cheers. The ene- 
my maintained a brifk fire the whole day* ^ 
The floating batteries (or cork fliips) at Alga- 
%irasj are forwarding with all poffible dili- 
gence. 

A hot fire from the land batteries, upon our 6th. 
works and parties, which is as fpiritedly re- 
turned from our heights. 

Captain Wideburgj of Reden*% regiment of 
Hanaveriansj was wounded this day. 

The Spaniards have a great many hands em- 
ployed upon feven ftiips at Algaziras j moft of 
them have ports cut in their fides, but none 
of them appear to be finifhed. 

This forenoon our Artillery had fome red 7th. 
hot Jhoty experimental praftice, at the veffel 
wrecked off Prince Orange*^ battery, which 
fucceeded pretty well. An unfortunate acci- 
dent happened by a gun unexpedingly going 
off, which killed the gunner in the embrazure, 
and wounded three other men. A confl:ant 
fire from the Rock Gun upon the enemy^g 
works on the ifiihmus. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

One quarter and half cf a pint of vinegar to be 
ijfmd to every ratiort^ till further orders. 

. The 
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1782 The furgeons of the different corps are of 

June, opinion, that this will be a great preventative 
in the lad effects of the fcurvy. 

lotlu Tlie/men employed upon the feven floating^ 
batteries,, work with the greateft ailiduity, btit 
as yet we cannot form any judgment of their 
utility or conftrudion. 

Early this morning the Spanijh gun arid mor- 
tar-boats made an excurfion in the Bay, and 
difcharged their ordnance upon the garrifon : 
they fired very warm for an hour and three 
quarters, during which time we had feveral 
men wounded. A foldier is miffing, fuppofed 
to have deferted. 

nth. This forenoon, a thirteen-inch fhell, fired 
from the enemy^s works, fell upon a magaieine 
^ at Frinccfs Ann*s battery, where there were 
many men at work atid on duty; it forced- its 
way through the fplinter-proof which covered 
the magazine door, burft it open, and in the 
explofion blew up the magazine. We had fif- 
teen men killed, and twenty-one- wounded. 
Scarce had the explofion taken place, when the 
enemy began a very briffc cannonade and bom-, 
bardment from every battery on the ifthmus 
and lines, particularly* directed, to- the fpot 
where the unfortunate accident happened.-^— 
The Royal Artillery felt for the left, and in 
retaliation gave the foe moft heavy and well-, 
direded difcharges of fliot and fliells, which* 
they met with aftonifliing bravery. 

The man miffing the 1 oth inftant, w^as taken- 
this day a*: the back of the Rock, by a party 
of men^ and fent on board the Provoji mip». a 
place of confinement, and anfwers the pur-, 
pofe of a garrifon gaol. 

The 
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THfc enemy labour with the utmoft diligence 1 782 
on their floating batteries ; their whole atten« June. 
tion feems to be engaged in their equipment. 1 3th* 
It is conjeftured that in five or fix weeks they 
will be completed, and ready for action. ISF 
they are not fuccefsful when they attack our 
walls, the enemy will be obliged to abandon 
them to our cannonade, as from their appa- 
rent heavinefs, it cannot be fupppfed pradica« 
ble to get them from their anchorage. 

This day a foldier deferted from Landpori 14th. 

lard ; the fentinels fired at him, but he made 
lis efcape without receiving any hurt from 
the mufquetry. — ^Wind E. A French frigate 
convoying a number of fitnall craft, arrived at 
ytigaziras from the eaftward with troops on 
board. About two o'clock this afternoon, a • 
Spanifb xebec was becalmed near the garrifon. 
The fbuthward batterite and prams, at New^ 
Mole Heady fired upon her, affifted by Captain 
Curtis y and our twelve gun-boats. The xebec 
perceiving her fituation to be growing very 
defperate, fired a gun to windward as a fignal 
for affiflance, while Curtis*s boats kept a fire 
upon her head. The enemy fent feveral finall 
cruizersto her relief, when unluckily a breeze 
fprang up from the eafi:, and two Spamjb gun- 
boats towed her but of the reach of our guns. 
Had it continued a calm much longer, flie 
muft have been under the neceffity of firiking. 
She received feveral ihot from the garrifon 
guns. ^ 

The xebec we fired at yefterday, is obferved 1 5th. 
to be upon her keel, no doubt repdring the 
damage flic received. 

WindE. 
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1782 The enemy's batteries are ftiU filent; every 
June, thing on the ifthmus wears a difierent appear- 
24th. ance. It is imagined that Duke de CrilUon fuc- 
ceeds General Alvarez in command, and that a 
new arrangement, of operations has taken 
place. We fire very negligently on the enemy, 
and that mofily in the nignt. The floating bat- 
teries have a number of hands at wwk upon 
them, but we cannot make out what they are 
doin^% 
37th. AU quiet on the iflhmus, excepting now 
and then a fhot for diverfion, wnich fome-* 
times we return, and fometimes not. Our 
Governor has taken this opportunity of re- 
pairing and ftrengthening the works and bat- 
teries. Several firong working parties employ- 
ed to the northward. 
29th. little fire from the enemy. The floating- 
batteries are forwarding with incredibly expc- 
tlition. The enemy have begun forming 
fomethihg over the deck of one of them, we 
fuppofe for a fplinter-proofr— time vnll manifeft 
the ufe of it. 

/ remain^ 

Dear Brother j 

AffeSknatelj Toursr. 



LETTER 
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Gibraltar. 
* JpEAR Brother, 

nr^Bte enemy obferve great filencc^ on the lySt 
•-*-• ifthmus, but an unufual aftivity appears July i 
in and about their (lores and grand magazine: 
{bme are of o|dffion that the attack will be 
made fudden' and in the night titne. We are 
well fatisficd with the ceafing of the cannonade^ 
as it affords us the opportunity of repairing 
our' very-much Chattered and daniaged works. 
This morning we fired fix fhells from Willis's 
fnto the Spartijb lines, which they anfwered 
^th one Ihot^ ' 

- Six battalions in. the Spanijh encampment, 
:ftruck their tents this morning, and removed 
to another part of the camp. 

All bufy at Algaziras. The conflruftion of 
the cover of one of the floating batteries is 
much refembling the roof of a noufe, but at 
the difl:ance they now are, cannot hazard a 
defcriptibn. ITie general opinion of the gar- 
rifon is, that the enemy will experience great 
labour and difficulty to bring them on, as 
they muft be very heavy from the quantity of 
timber which compofe their bulk. 

The regiments in the garrifon for feveral 
Sflys paft, have been praclifing firing ball from 
f he line-wall, at a target placed a fmall diftance 
irom the Rock, in the fca. 

Some few (hot and fliells from the enemy 3d, 
this day. The floating batteries are in great 
forwardnefs. 'i1)e 
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1782 iTie junk fliips ate not yet completed ; thejr 
July, have roofed a lecond, and began a third ; fo 
6th. that we imagine they will aH be finiihed in the 

fame manner. 
7th. Wind W. Early this momine a brig from 
the wcftward was difcovered in the Offings the 
i^pantfb towers hung out the fignal of an ene- 
my, when a xebec and four gun*boats puflied 
out : the boats foon came up with her and be^ 
gan a fire, which fhe returned, avid beat them 
oSi the xebec then bore down and boarded 
her in a manful manner ; and fliortly after 
they hoifled the Spamjh cdours above the £11^* 
llfh : fhe was conduced tmdqr this efcort in 
triumph to Algaziras. We feel a fenfible un* 
eafinels in not having a force fufficient to pro^ 
tect any veflel ftanding for the Bay. It muft- 
be very diflrelfing, after a veflel has efcaped 
croffing the fea, to be taken in fight of their 
defUned port, and fometimes almoft within 
reach of the garrifbn guns. 

This afternoon arrived from the weflward, 
and anchored at Cabritta^ a frigate and a xe<^ 
bee. We exped fome other vtffd is in fight 
of the coafl. 
I •th. The enemy continue working on the cork 
(hips, roofing them over, which makes them 
have a very odd appearance. A ferjeant is mif<» 
flng fuppofed to have deferted. 
nth. This afternoon four men belonging to om 
of the Prams, went in a boat to the enemy. 
We fired at them, but too late to prevent their 
efcape. The ferjeant miflSng on tne i cth, wai 
found at the back of the rock, halfway down^ 
but for want of a rope could not get any fur« 

ther. 

Thif 
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Tills morning a foldier deferted from Siueen^s 1782 
Lines Guard. A Prophet is taken up, and fent July 
on board the Provojljhip. Like Jonah warn- 13th. 
ing the city of Nineveh^ fo he publicly avowed 
that within fix weeks, fix days, and fix hours, 
from laft Saturday at twelve o'clocjc, the garri- 
fon would be taken, and the Governor killed : 
he is a foldier belonging to the 73d regiment, ^ 
and^ at the expiration of the time, there is * 
no doubt but he will fuffer for his folly. 

This morning came in a deferter from Spain: 14th. 
he fays that there are forty-four battalions in 
camp ; that Duke de Crillion has made a tho- 
rough furvey of all the works, ai>d is gone to 
Madrid to report to his Catholic Majefl:y. The 
enemy have not completed any of tne floating 
batteries — ^I'hey havebegun this morning form- 
ing a boom acrofs the harbour at Algaziras^ for 
the protection of their fliipping — We flatter 
ourfelves that they are apprehenfive of the ar- 
rival of our fleet. 

WindW. The 7r^/2rA convoy failed to the i6th. 
eaftward, and the men of 'w^r ire in readinefs 
to weigh. The boom at Algaziras islengt'.en- 
ing confiderably. From thefe circumfl:ances, 
we conjecture that we fliall Ihortly find relief. 
The floating batteries come on apace. 

The boom is lengthened about twothoufand' 17th* 
yards, and covers all the floating batteries. 
ITie Spanijh cruizers are very alert, and neither 
trufl: to colours or fignals. The enemy have 
begun a battery near Tarifa (from the account 
the deferter gives that came in on the 14th) 
and that fix hundred men were detached for 
liut purpofe. 

N WindE. 



i96 T H- E S 1 E G E O r 

1782 WindE. Six large boats arrived from tlic 
July caftward at Algaziras ; they appear to be new, 
18th. and of the conftruclion of their gun-boats. 
The enemy keep working day aad night at 
the floating batteries ; the roof of one is quite 
fmiflied, and is much like the top of a houfe, 
with a gradual afcent from head and ftern. 
1 9th. The boom at Algaziras is extended Ae length 
of the town, and all the cruizers are on the 
infide ; the bomb ketch which lay at the Orange 
Grove J weighed anchor, and has taken her fta- 
tion at the fame place. The old paftime of 
Ihot and Ihells cannot be forgot, we keep play- 
ing away manfully. A failor who happened to 
be in town when a fliell burft over his head, 
exclaimed (with the ufual oath for which they 
aro fo much diftinguiflied) " Z)-;z — ^ but the 
Spapiiards have got a battery in the airJ** 
21ft. All hands bufy at work on the oppofite 
fliore; three of the floating batteries are roofed 
over. The regiments exchanged quarters this 
day. 
33d. WindW. A large xebec arrived and an- 
chored at Algaztrof. The enemy have nearly 
roofed another of the floating batteries, and 
the three lail that were taken in hand, are in 
great forwardnels. 
24th. The ferjcant taken at the back of the Rock 
on the 1 1 th, Mas executed fqr the fame, and 
died with a penitence becoming his unhappy 
fituation, 
ajlh. Wind ftrong E. Arrived the St. PhiVrp's- 
Ca'}lz and General Murray floop of war, from 
Lcgbcrn ; they have brouglit provifion for the 
j;^irrifon, with five oilictrs and fcventy-fivc 
Cor/i\::is : they brinjr the aofreeable intellis^ence 
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o{ Admir2l Rodney having defeated the ir<rwr/5, 1782 
and taken the Vil/e de Paris of 1 1 o guns, with July, 
four other line of battle fliips. Our Governor 25th. 
ordered a falvo from the batteries, and 2ifeu de 
joye to be fired, which you will perceive by the 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

Parole Rodney. Afeu de joye to be fired this 
day to celebrate the vi£lory gained by his majefifs 
fleet under the command of Sir George Rodney y over 
ihe French fleet in the We/l-hidies. All the ord- 
nance from the Rock gun to Princefs Carolina's in- 
cluftve^ to be fired at one o\lock^ beginning at the 
Rock gunjiootied. At fix in the evening the regi* 
ments will take pofl on the line wally in the follow- 
ing order y drawn tip two deep. 

The J 2d regiment right to the Prince Hejfe's 
battery ; nth join the Irft of 72^; the two town 
companies of Artillery on the King's baflion ; the 
2,9th on the Icfi of the 12th ; Lieutenant-General 
Reden's left of ^gth ; Major-General La Motfs 
left of Reden's ; 73^ right at Raggedflctjf ; tfith 
on the left of yj^d; the three South Companies of 
Royal Artillery in the New-Mole fort. — Two rock^ 
ets will be thrown up on the rights as a fignal to 
begin the firft round ; two from the lefty when the 
fire returns from thence for the fecond round; and 
two more from the right for the third round. Three 
cheers when the firing is finijhedy to begin on the 
right y and pafs along in the fame manner as the 
firing did. 

. The ffiipping and gun-boats fired and cheer- 
ed at one o'clock ; the hill batteries faluted the 
enemy's works with ball, and the regiments 

N 2 performed 
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1782 performed in this evening a running fire df 
July three rounds, which had a pleafing effect:* 
2-5th» I hope this fiiccefs will contribute to diftreft 
and difpirit our foes, who, vaunting of their 
power, blufter, threaten, and claim victory 
as their own. Their impregnable floating bat- 
teries will ftiortly be tried, and though the 
SpaniJIj gazettes boaft of unborn atchievements, 
yet there is not the leafl: doubt but our I'ed hot 
pills will effeftually anfwer our purpofe. They 
inufl: be of an amazing conftruclion if blazing 
twenty.four and thirty-two pounders will not 
burn them. 

This being St. J^piies^s Day, the enemy's 
fliips were drefl'ed and faluted three, times.— < 
The enenxy rooted over another floating bat- 
tery. 
a 6th. wind W. Arrived a fmall fettee from Portu- 
gal "^ith wiaie and fruit. She has brought a 
confirmation of the glorious defeat ot the 
French* The enemy endeavoured to take her> 
but were too late in getting outi. 
30th. The floating batteries come rapidly on; 
another of them is Toofed over. The enemy 
devote their whole time and ftudy to get them 
"finiflied ; they work day and night. On our 
part^ being convinced they are intended to at- 
tack the place, we as anxioufly wifli for their 
fpeedy equipment to give the defive ftr oke. — 
It wiil b(? hot and ftubborn work, if they arc 
of the ftrength reported, namely, bo?nb'proof^ 
that will refill a fliell which weighs two hun- 
dred before it is difchagred from the mortar, 
and when it defccnds, is fuppofed to fail thirty 



ton weight. 



llsurs^ ^c. 
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LETTER XXXV. 



Their blooming hopes foar high in tliis delulionK 

To' gain poflTeflion of this envied place, 

Ai^d on the battlexjients Spain's enfigns fprcad. 

Gibraltar* 
Dear Brother,. 

THE foe, ere long, Vill make their prg- 1782^ 
mifed ftorm — their batteries are com- Aug.4*v^ 
pleated, and their junk-fliips almoft ready. A 
numerous army encamped, and boats for land- 
ing their troops are in the rivers. It is pro- 
bable that this month will be the grand deci- 
fion of the combat, and we heartily wifli it, as 
we are almoft worn out with conftant toils, 
harraffing expecbitions, and a fevere cannon- 
ade, which the enemy began again yefterday 
evening. 

The enemy have brought feveral fn*e fliips 
out of the rivers ; the floating batteries have 
a very ugly and odd appearance : wc think 
they were mounting ordnance in one to-day^ 
as a gi eat number of boats were along fide. 

The Corftcans that arrived here from Leghorn^ 
are formed into a company, viz. 

Signor Antonio Leoneitie, Captain;- Phillippo 
Maffaraia^ Captain Lieutenant ; Georgia Alex* 
andria Michili^ Firft Lieutenant ; Leonardo 
Monti; Adjutant, with the rank of Lieutenant ; 
Angelo Raffaelli^ fecond Lieutenant ; Lugi Cotie^ 
Chaplain ; four i erjeants, four Corporals, two 
Drummers, and 58 private men :— -total eighty-r 
feur. Adefertcr 
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1782 A dcferter from the enemy came in, and 

Aug. fays that the floating batteries are almoft ready, 

7th. and that one has been tried with ball, and an- 
fwers their expevlat ion. 

8th. Wind W. Arrived two veflels" under Im- 
perial colours, from the weftward at Alga^rasy 
and the line ©f battle fliip i&iled from that 
place to the Orange Grove^ fuppofed to take in 
powder and ftores. The floating batteries are 
very near finiflied. The enemy fire with ipirit 
from the land fide. - 

I ith. Wind E. This day arrived a French twen- 
ty gun fhip, on the oppofite fide. Several par- 
ties are employed on the ftrand, beyond the 
Spanijh lines, we fuppofe for the purpofe of 
creeling a battery, they being apprehenfive of 
a vifit in that part, whenever our fleet arrives. 
The fliip that came in yefterday, has remov- 
ed to the Orange Grovc^ probably to difchargc 
her cargo. The enemy keep labouring at their 
junk Clips, and have taken the mafl:s out of 
one of Tthem, but moft people are of opinion 
they never, will be able to bring them over 
. without fails. 

I2th. The enemy have put fmaller mafts into the 
fliip that they difmaflied yefterday, and arc 
very bufy rigging her — ^From this it is evident 
they mean to faU to their anchorage. From 
what opinion we canatprefent form, we ima- 
gine from their clofenefs and wanting air, that 
they will find an inconvenience in working 
their guns with brilkncfs. 

13th. WindW. Sailed the Eliza brig, for Leg* 
horn. The veflels arrived under Imperial co- 
lours, failed to the Orange Grove. The enemy 
are very bufy in rigging two of the floating 
batteries. Arrived 
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Arrived a frigate^ under French colours from 1782 
the weft ward at Algaziras — ^Four gun boats fir- Aug. 
cd at her, apprehending flie was an enemy, 14th. 
until file difplayed her colours. 

The enemy have taken out the mafts of four 
of the batteries, and replaced them with others 
much fmaller, the two that were rigging have 
bent their fails — We imagine they will inortly 
all of them be ready. 

During the courfe of laft night, the enemy 1 6th. 
erefted a work compofed of fand bags, extend* 
ing obliquely from the eaftern fliqre, towards 
the centre of theS^^^Z/Z^liaes. It is computed 
from its length and height, and having fo fhort 
a fpace of time to complete it in (only about fix 
hours darknefs) that there was not lefs than ten 
thouland men employed in the execution of 
it. — ^At prefent it is malked, but there is not 
the leaft doubt but the enemy intend it for a 
battery. 

The enemy have hauled out one of their i7tlj^ 
floating batteries being perfectly finifhed ; flie 
has a very awkward and furprifing appearance, 
and lies low in the water : — they are very 
attentive in equipping the others. Wind W. 
arrived a cutter from the weftward, and fain- 
ted the Admiral with eleven guns, which he re- 
turned with three. A tolerable brifk cannon- , 
ade from the enemy's forts and lines. 

About eleven o'clock this forenoon the ene- 1 8 th. 
my made a grand difplay in the bay — ^feven 
barges with crimfon awnings proceeded from 
Algaziras^ attended by twdvegun boats to the 
Orange Grove — In half an hour after their arri- 
val, they put off in the fame order, upon 
which the fliippinff immediately dreffcd, and 

the 
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1782 the Admiral gave a falute of twenty-one gun^ 
Aug. — the other fliipping alfo fired, and the gun 
1 8th. boats each of them difcharged their ordnance. 
A frigate got under weigh from jilgaziras^ and 
under a gentle fail went to meet the barges, 
which when Ihe had come half way flie gave a 
falute of twenty-one guns, the gun boats fired 
alternately, until the barges got to Algaziras^ 
when another royal falute was given. The 
barges then went on board the junk Ihip haul- 
ed out yefterday, and a difcharge of cannon 
continued while the vifitors remained on board 
— Having gratified their curiofity in the exa- 
mination of the floating battery, they went 
on board the Admiral's fhip to dine, and re- 
gale themfclves, and drank a hearty bumper 
in fuccefs to their undertaking, where they 
continued till fix o'clock in the evening, when, 
in the fame proceflion they came in, they rc^ 
turned to the pier at the Orange Grove, and 
on their landing, another falute was given. — 
Some are of opinion that this rejoicing is occa- 
fioncd by the arrival of a Prince of the Blood, 
and others that it is the Admiral who is to 
command the floating batteries. 
19th. This forenoon a flag of truce from the 
Orange Grove came over, and rowed along 
pretty near our Kne wall, until flie camcoppo- 
lite Ragged'Jlajf\ when one of our boats went 
out with Captain Valloton, of the 56th regiment 
(chief Aid-dc-camp to the Governor) and fpoke 
to her, and foon afterwards returned. — ^Thc 
boat kept very dofe in w ith the fliore, making 
a furvcy of the works, when the Rcpulfe (an 
;idvanced gun boat) fired a fliot as a caution 
for her to keep her proper dillancc. — Soon af- 

tcr 
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tcr Captain Valloton returned to the flag of 1782 
truce, which brought a handfome prefent of Aug. 
fruit and game for the Governor, from Count igtn* 
de Artois^ whofe arrival in the Spanijh camp oc- 
cafioned yefterday*s rejoicing. — ^I'he floating 
batteries are rigging with the utmoft expedi- 
tion. The day of trial is very near at hand, I 
hope we fliall acquit ourfelves in the defence of 
this place with honour and fuccefs. 

This morning our Governor fent out a flag 
of truce to the enemy, with a return for the 
prefent received yefterday. I am confidently 
told, it confifted of a calk of beef, pork, and 
butter, a cheefe, a puncheon of rum, a flieep 
and a goat, fome poultry, and a quantity of 
potatoes, " with the General's compliments 
to the Count, thanking him for his kindnefs, 
and alluring him that he did not want any re- 
frefliments." This was policy to make the 
enemv believe that our fituation was not fo de- 
plorable as they imagined. 

Wind E. This morning we obferved the 21ft. 
Eliza brig that failed from nence on the 13th, 
returning from the eaftward under a Spanijh 
cnfign, and alfo thirteen large boats which we 
imagine are for the purpofe of landing troops ; 
from their, fize it is not improbable but each of 
them may contain five hundred men. — Six of 
the floating batteries arc almoft rigged — two 
completely equipped for battle. 

This forenoon our batteries poured upon the 3 ad. 
eiiemy's works a confiderable difcharge of fliot, 
fliells, and carcafles, and had the fatisfadion 
to fet the enemy's advanced ifthmus work on 
fire, which burnt moft furioufly for an hour 
or better. A bnik fire was maintained on both 

lidet 
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1782 fides with the firmeft fpirit and bravery, and 

Aug. the enemy were feveral times drove off their 
works, and forced to abandon a battery on 
the left of 6'/. Carlos^ termed the Mahon batte- 
ry. We fired from the gaiTifon in the fpace of 
an hour, near fourteen hundred rounds — ^the 
cannonade continued furious till nine o'clock, 
when the enemy rather flackened their fire. 
We had only three men wounded, but judge 
what lofs the foe muft have fuftained, as they 
had a body of near two thoufand men employ* 
cd, in endeavouring to extinguifli the fire. 

«3d. The enemy have roofed another floating 
battery, and are rigging thofc that are already 
roofed ; one of them appears to have about 
twenty-fix ports on one fide Our batteries 
keep playing away upon the ifthmus, and we 
have been ufing every means to fire the ene- 
my's works again, but all ineffechially.. 

24th. The fand-bag work ereclec\ on the i6th in- 
ftant, confifts of four batteries of fixteen guns^ 
each. The enemy are bufy in nailing down: 
their platforms, and getting all things in rea* 
dinefs to mount the ordnance — ^They will bc^ 
able to fcour our lines, and advanced pofts- 
from this work ; they are. forming bomb bat- 
teries in the rear of the cannon of tlicir ad^ 
vanced batteries ; fo rcfolutely determined are: 
they upon the capture of the old Rock. 

25th. The enemy had a rejoicing to-day on the 
fea-fide— in the morning at fun-rife, the fhips^ 
dreffed and fired, as did alfo the ifland near 
4lgci%iras — this was repeated again at noon, 
and at the going down of the fuu. Th,e float- 
ing batteries are almoft ready. 

The 
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The St. Philip* s Cajllc^ and the ordnance 1782 
ftore (hipping that lay in Rojia Bay, hauled in Aug, 
this morning to the New Mole. The bay on 26uu 
our fide is quite clear, as all our fhips are now 
within the boom. From the circumilances; 
of the fiege, it is whifpered that the feamen 
arc to be Ijinded, and incorporated into a bri- 
gade, f G^: acl as" JToldiers within the walls, un- 
der ^he command of Captain Curtis as Colo- 
nel! The enemy have eight of their floating 
' batteries roofed — the day of battle is nigh at 
hand. ^ 

This morning a deferter came in from Spairiy 27tlw. 
and brings advice, that the enemy have every 
preparation made on the land-fide for the af-. 
. fault, and tliat they are only waiting for the 
junk fhips, when they mean to attack us in 
(every quarter — ^He alfo fays that eight line of 
battle ^ips are expefted from Cadiz, to aft in 
conjunftion with the Jlotantees. He was taken 
priu)ner at Minorca, by Dtike de CrilHon, and in- 
lifted into a French regiment, but not liking to 
fight againft his king and country, embraced 
, the firft opportunity of making his efcape. 

WindW. Axnvzd^tAlgaziras, fix line of 28 th. 
battle fliips, two xebecs and a cutter. The 
ninth floating battery is almoft roofed, but is 
much fmaller than the others. 

The deferter that came in yefterday, fays, 
that on the night of the 1 6th, he was among 
the number that helped to erect the fand bag ' 
work, and from the accounts in the Spanijh 
camp, there was about eleven thoufand men 
. employed to efiecl it, that had we fired to- 
wards the eaftern Ihore, the grcateft part muft 
kave been cut off. 

The 
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1782 The crews of the men of war and other 

Aug. {hipping in New Mole are landed, and employ-. 

a9th, ed in bringing their ftores on ihore. The fea- 

nien arc in good fpirits, and fwear bitterly 

acrainft the Dons. — ^"J'his Httle reinforcement 

*■ 

will be of great fervice to us. The enemy* 
fire brifk on the land fide. 

GARRISON ORDERS. 

r 

30th. The officers and crirjus of his ivajcjlfs Jhipsc 
being londcil^ are to he encamped at Europe^ and: 

V inform the Marine Brigade. Captain Curtis coni". 

tnanding his mnjejlfs jhips in ihe Mediterranean, 
is appointed to jtrve as. lirigadier General. 

You would fmiie to vifew the tars handling 
their firelocks, and marching full accoutred ; 
the boatfwain's pipe — all hands aloft, — ^bracc 
the yards, — tacks and flieets, &c. are no longer 
heard, — the glittering bei^utie> of the |)a- 
rade engage the attention, while whiftling 
winds, and roaring billows are forgotten. 
Thus military equipped, they long for battle, 
to perform their evolutions and manoeuvres, 
which on a parade might excite laughter, but 
amidft blazing cannon, and clouds of fmoke, 
every awkward appearance will be hid — ^If they 
prime and load expeditioufly, it is all that 
will be required, nor will they need to refii 
Jhouldcr^ or poife. 

T^ours ^c. 

P. S. Inclofed arc tlie copies of two letters, faid to be 
written by the Duke de CriUiGUy and liis Excellency Gcseraii 
Elioit^ ontke i</thand 20th inftanu . 
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Campof Biicnavijiay ^i^gnjl i()^ I'jii* 

Sir, 

HIS Royal Highncfs Comte d* Artois^ who 1783 
has received permiflion from the King, Aug. 
his brother, to aflift at the fiege as a volunteer 3otL 
in the combined army, of whicli their mod 
Chriftian and Catholic Majefties have honoured 
me with the command, arrived in this Camp 
the 15th inftant. This young Prince has been 
. pleafed in paiUng through Madrid, to take 
charge of fome letters, which had been fent to 
that capital from .this, and which are addreffed 
to perlbns belonging to your garrifon — ^his 
Royal Highnefs has defired that I would tranf- 
*nit them to you, and that to this mark of his 
^opdnefs and attention, I fliould add the 
ftrongeft expreflions of efteem for your perfbn 
and character ; I feel the greater pleafure in 
giving this mark of condefcenfion in this au- 
guft Prince, as it furnifhes me with a pretext, 
M^hich I have been anxioufly looking for thcfe 
two months that I have been in this camp, 
to aflure you of the high efteem I have con- 
ceived for your Excellency, of the immenfe 
defirc I feel of deferving yours, and of the 
pleafure to which I look forvv'-ard of becoming 
your friend, after I fhall have learnt to render 
myfelf worthy the honor of facing you as an 
enemy. His Highnefs the Duke de BourboHy 
who arrived here twenty-four hours after 
Comte d* Artois, deiires'alfo that I fliould aflure 
you of his particular cftccm. 

Permit 



i9t THESIEGEOr 

1782 Permit me, dear General, to offer you a few* 
Aug. Kttle trifles for your table, of which I ajn fure 
^oth* you mull (land in need; as I know you live en- 
tirely upon vegetables, I ihould be glad to 
know what kind you like beft. I fhall add a 
few partridges for the gentlemen of your 
houfhold, and fome ice, which I prefume will 
not be difagreeable in the exceffive heat of this 
climate, at this feafon of the year — ^I hope 
you will be obliging enough to accept the fmall 
prefent I fend with this letter. 

/ have the honor to be^ ^c. 
Hu Excellency General Eliott^ ^c. 



.Gibraltar y Aug. 20. " 



Sir, 



I FEND myfelf highly honoured by your ob- 
liging letter of yefterday, in which your 
Excellency was fo kind as to inform me of the 
arrival in your camp of his Royal Highnefs 
the Comte d* Artoisy and the Duke de Bourbony 
to ferve as volunteers at the fiege. Thefe 
Princes have fliewn their judgment in making 
choice of a mafter in the art of war, whofe 
abilities cannot fail to make great warriors. I 
am really overwhelmed \vith the condefcenfion 
of his Royal Hignefs, in fuffering fome letters 
for perfons in this town to be conveyedj^eirom 
Madrid in his carriages. I flatter mjdTdif that 
your Excellency will give my moft profound 

refpccls 
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refpecls to his Royal Highnefs, and the Duke 1782 
de Bourbon^ for the expreilions of efteem with Aug, 
whicli they have been pleafed to honor fo in- 30th. 
fignificant a perfon as I am. 

I return a thoufand thanks to your Excellen- 
cy for your handfbme prefent of fruits, vege- 
tables and game, you will excufe me however 
I truft, when I affure you, that in accepting 
your prefent, I have broken through a refolu- 
tion, which I had faithfully kept lince the be- 
ginning of the war, and that was, never to re- 
ceive, or procure by any means whatever, any 
provifions, or other commodity for my own 
private ufe ; fo that without any preference, 
every thing is fold publicly here, and the pri- 
vate foldier (if he has money) can become a 
purchafer as loon as the Governor. I confcfs 
I make it a point of honor to partake both of 
plenty and fcarcity in common with my brave 
foldiers ; this furnifhes me with an excufe for 
the liberty I now take of intreating your Ex- 
cellency not to heap any more favours on mc 
of this kind, as in future I cannot convert your 
prefents to my own private ufe. Indeed, to be 
plain with your Excellency, though vegetables 
at this feafon are fcarce with us, every one has 
got a quantity proportioned to the labour he 
has bellowed in railing them : the Engli/h are 
naturally fond of gardening and cultivation, 
and here we find our amufement in it, during 
the intervals of reft from public duty. 

The promife which the Duke de CrilUon 
makes to honour me, in proper time and place, 
with his friendfliip, lays me under infinite ob- 
ligations : the interefls of our Sovereigns being 

once 
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1782 once foUdly fetded, I fliall with eagerness em- 
Aug» brace the firft opportunity to avail mylelf of 

fo' precious a treafure. 

/ have the honour to be^ 5ff r. 

His Excellency Duke de Cril/iony l^c. 



LETTER XXXVI. 



Gibrallar 



Dear Brother, 



Sept. I. r I i|^£ grand action has not yet taken place, 
-*• though every day adds frefh convincing 
proofs of a fpcedy termination. ITie enemy 
ftrenuoufly exert themfelves both by land 
and fea ; they have hauled out five of their 
floating batteries in a line with the firft, having 
bent their fails, and otherwife rigged tliem. 
On the ifthmus is a battery almpft within a 
piftolfliot, fufiicicnt of itfcif '^ 

..».»■ 

To (lilke with <{read a legion of infemalsy 
When told they muft wiihftand its mighty rage. 

In the camp of Santa Roque^ an army of fifty 
thoufimd men parade, not worn out wdth the 
heavy toils of war, but healthful and vigor- 
ous, while our garrifon, deprived of all nou- 
rifliment, and almoft as feeble as old age for 
want of fuccour, can mufter very few more 
than five thoufand inen and boys, including 
fick, wounded, and difabled, to repulfc the 

efforts 
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efforts of fuch a fuperior force. Lieutenant 1782. 
Campbell^ of thQ Brilliant^ was privately dif-Sept. i* 
patched with letters to Portugal from the Go- 
vernor, to convey to England. 

• But as we're a<5lors — Europs the fpe<5lators, 
I truft we fliallperform In th's great caufc, 
As men determined to maintain the right 
Of George our king, and Britain^ s fame and welfare. 
Although tlie foe has made a heft'ring boaft. 
That each difcharge from land and fea we'll find. 
Two thoufand (hot and fhells from guns and mortars. 
Will conftantly be (how'ring on the garrifon. 

Wind E. Two French line of battle fliips, 3d. 
which feemingly flood for the weftward, came 
into Algaziras^ on a frigate's fpeaking to 
them. 

This morning, fixteen large boats came out 4th. 
of the river, arid went to the Orange-Grove : 
they appear to be for the purpofe of landing 
troops, from having a high and thick parapet 
*at the head. Seven of the Spani/h junk fhips 
failed from Algaziras ta Orange-Grove this af- 
ternoon ; they had a very ftiff breeze from 
S. W. but were two hours in performing the 
diftance- of foyr miles. They look very \in- 
weildy, and lay deep in the vC^ater ; three of 
them have two tier of inins. 

The enemy's naval force now ftands thus : — 
^ Nine fhips of the line, three frigates, four 
xebecs, eight gallies; two cutters, one French 
Ihip twenty guns, nine floating batteries com- 
plete, one ditto almoft finifheJ, one boir.b- 

O ketch. 
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1782 ketch, about one hundred gun and mortar- 
Sept, boats, befides boats for landing troops, 
^th. The enemy have been afliduoully employed 
in mounting guns in their fixty-four gun bat- 
tery. We have kept almoft an incenant fire 
from the rock-gun upon it, but it being fo 
thick covered with fand, the dot makes 
very little penetration. An additional field 
officer is ordered to take poft in the lines, and 
a reinforcement to the Ise^ju Mole guard. The 
Ccrfican company that were embodied Auguft 
4ih, are ordered for duty to-morrow. Every 
* one that is able to fire a mufquet, or carry a 
fliot, muft take poft upon any alarm. The 
tenth floating battery is roofed, and they have 
begun tq rig her ; — z few days more, and then 
we fliall fall to it ding-dong, 

A floating caftle was towed from the river to 
Orange Grove ; upwards of two hundred boats 
lay at the mouth of the firft river. Three 
French polacres arrived from the weftward at 
Algaziras^ with troops. A Spanijh delerter came 
in laft night, fays, the enemy are only wait-p^ 
ing for the Prince of Najfau. 
7th. The three remaining junk fliips at Algaziras^ 
have taken in their mafts. The enemy have 
erected ftairs on the floating caftle arrived at 
Orange Grove yefterday. At day-break tliis 
morning, feveral of the enemy's cruizers ap- 
peared off the Old Mole ; and for want of fiim- 
cient light, the fentinels alarmed the guards, 
with the arrival of the junk fhips. Five line 
of battle fliips, and one of the junkers, pro- 
ceeded to Orange Grove this afternoon ; thr 
latter was thiee hours on her way. ' 

GARRISON 
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GARRISON ORDERS. 1782 

^he marine brigade to take Europa advance^ and ^ ' 
Ltttle-bay guards to-morrow. 

Reinforcements are ordered likewife to Prin" 
C€*s-lines^ Landport^ Waterport^ Main and Ragged- 
Jiaff guards; 

This morning, Lieutenant-General Boyde 8tli. 
took poft on the grand-battery (having com- 
mand of 9,11 the batteries) and the necefl'ary ar- 
rangements being made from tlic rock-gun to 
the Old-Mole-Head^ we began a furious canno- 
nade of red-hot balls upon the enemy's Mahon- 
battery (mounted with fix pieces of ordnance) 
and other lines of approach, together with a 
fupply of fhells and carcafles ; — the moft in^ 
toxicating joy gadned pofl'eilion of the foldiery^ 
and every heart and hand was chearfully em- 
ployed ; and while gazing crouds who had 
taken poft upon Andalufia*^ hills, beheld the 
vollies of deftrudion that flew in fliowers, and 
the fad effecls that were productive of the red- 
flaming balls, our men rejoiced, and made a 
paftime of the dire employ. The foe withftood 
our fire with intrepidity, until moft of their 
works and the thirtecn-gun battery next the 
bay, were blazing in feveral places, and ftrew- 
cd over with mangled limbs and dead bodies. 
Several parties appeared upon the glacis, and 
in an undaunted manner, toreupthe fafciens: 
fome kept pouring of baikets of fand upon the 
parts that were on fire, and otliers running to 
the fea for buckets of water. Thus they ftood, 
while fliowers of balls fell on every fide, and 
many w€re obferved to be knocked off th* 

O 2 works. 



204 THESIEGE.OF 

1782 works. I affure you, it was a horrid fcenc of 
Sept. flaughter, and the enemy were conftrained to 
ceafe their cannonade, to fave the remainder 
of their men. The fire continued in this fpi- 
ritcd manner from feven till near one o'clock, 
durinor which we had feveral killed and wound- 
cd, among whom were Lieutenant Boag^ of 
the Royal Artillery, and Enfign Gordon^ of 
the 58th regiment, but not mortally. *The 
battery, which mounted thirteen pieces of can- 
non, was entirely confumed. 
5th. TJiIs morning, between four and five o'clock,' 
tlie enemy difcharged between fifty and fixty 
fliells in a volley on the garrifon, and imme- 
diately after, opened their fixty-four and other 
batteries (amounting to about one hundred 
and thirty pieces of cannon and eighty mor- 
tars) with the greatcfl: fpirit, which we imme- 
diately anfwered. Their fixty-four gun battery 
was an inceffaut volley the whole time, which 
Jailed moft of the day, and the difl:ance being 
io fhort, their fliot reached the walls rimoft as 
foon as you perceived the flafh ; the difcharge 
was fo quick, that the balls rolled along the 
ftrccts by dozens ; this was by way of retaliation 
for the unexpeifted compliment we paid them 
yefterday. Lieutenant Wharton^ of the 73d, 
and feveral men were wounded. The two 
floating batteries at Algaziras^ have got theif 
fails bent. 

Wind E. Their line of battle fliips, nine 
in number, viz. feven Spanijh^ and two French^ 
accompanied by a xebec and frigate, ftretched 
over in a line from the Ofange Grove this fore- 
noon, and fired upon the garrifon until they 
pafiTed Europa^ when they tacked again, and 

returned 
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returned firing the fame way^ they then ftood 1782 
to the oppofitefide, where they lay with their Sept, 
fails loofe till near fun-fet, when they again 
ftretched over, and under a gentle fail directed 
their fire to the fouthward, in the fame manner 
as before, continuing their courfe to the eaft- 
, ward, at which time their gun-boats came over, 
and rowed in a line under the Khig^s Bajliony 
and began a fire, but our batteries gave them 
fuch a fmart reception, that they found it con- 
venient to withdraw. The gyth regiment, 
Which landed laft March, are ordered to do 
duty. 

About one o'clock this morning, the nine i oth. 
line of battle fliips returned from the eaftward, 
and fired upon Europa and the fouthward en- 
campments: they continued a bfifk cannonade 
until they came near the Klng^sBaJiion^ when 
they ftood over to the Orange Grove and an- 
chored ; feveral feamen at Europa and others, 
were wounded thereby. They repeated this 
manoeuvre again this forenoon, but hav- 
ing been frequently ft ruck by our fliot, they 
came to an anchor on their own fide, where 
we obVerved two of them repairing. — 
From the land fide, they alfo maintain a brifk 
cannonade, and their fixty-four gun battery 
reprefents an entire blaze. It is apprehended 
that we fliall fuffer confiderably from this 
work. 

Between nine and ten o'clock this evening, 1 1 th. 
the enemy advanced to Bay-fide^ and fet fire to 
the pallifadoes at that place, which burnt very 
freely for fome time, when one of them again 
advanced, obferving it rather decaying, put 
freflx fire to thofe that were mot confumed, ^ 

notwith- 
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1782 ftanding the guards in the lines and at the ad- 

Scpt. vanced polls, difchargcd their mufquetry upon 

him : the gun and mortar-boats came over at 

the fame time, and poured in a briik falute of 

, fliells and fliot for above two hours ; — fome few 

killed and wounded upon the occafion. 

The frigates and fliipping within the Boom 
at NeW'Mole^ were this morning fcuttled. The 
enemy are covering the roofs of the junk Ihips 
with bags, refembling our fand-bags. 
1 2th^ This morning, we perceived a great part of 
the pallifadoes burnt down, fufficient to admit 
eight men abreaft. From this circumftance, 
we imagine they will not be long before they 
make the aflault. From the iflhmus and forts 
they keep a conftant fire, and this morning, 
as I came off Landport Guards croffing the Ef^ 
flanadc, I obferved a foldier before me, lying 
on the ground, and his head fomewhat raifed; 
I ran to him, imagining the man had life, and 
lifted him up, when fuch a fight was difplayed 
to my view, that I think I fliall never forget : 
a twenty-fix pound ball had gone through his 
body, and his entrails as they hung out 
from the orifice, were of a moft difagreeable 
refemblance. The fliot from the enemy was 
dropping on every fide, and as I found his life 
w^as gone, I left him on the fame fpot, and 
made the beft of my way to the fouthward. 
'A party of ^iien buried him foon afterw^ards. 
The floating batteries at the Orange Grove have 
been taking in fl:ores, &c. yefterday and to-day. 
The other two alfo arrived there after a tedious 
palfage fron^ JIgaziras. 

Several boats have been brought out of the 
rivers to the Orange Grove ; Ibxne of them feeni 

to 
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to have a kind of cover, which we fuppofe is 178a 
to flielter them from our mufquetry, when Sept. 
they come near the fliore. The wind being 1 2th, 
wefterly, we fhall expect the junk fliips to em- 
brace this opportunity. The enemy have creel- 
ed ftands or booths around the fhore, lined 
with crimfon or fcarlet, where the nobles and 
grandees will take their feats. 

A report is juft circulated, that a fleet is 
obferved in the Gut ; we hope it is the Britijh 
coming to our relief ; every one feems impa- 
tient to difcover their colours : a gentlemen 
who has been taking a view fays they are French 
and Spanijb men of war ; if fo, our fate is in- 
evitable. 

The fleet are now diftinguifliable by the 
naked eye; they are fliips of force, under 
French and Spanijh colours ftanding for the Bay. 
The garrifon are greatly agitated and difap- 
pointed in their expectations. Will you be-: 
lieve me, brother, there are forty-four fail of 
the line, exclufive of the nine already on the 
fl:ation, who are now anchoring between Al^ 
gaziras and the Orange Grove. If we can with- 
fl:and this force, we may bid defiance to all 
the world. There are ten admirals flags in the 
fleet. 

This afternoon the gun and mortar-boats 
came daringly on, as much as to fay, " Te dogs 
furrender\*^ but luckily a fliot ftruck one of 
them, when flie difappeared ; the reft foon 
afterwards retired. Major Lewis^ of the Royal 
Artillery, was wounded this day. 

A reinforcement is ordered to ^een^s Lines^ 
jind to the different picquets, nine of which 
are to take poft in town. 

That 
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1782 That our enemies may be defeated, is the 
Sept. fincere and hearty wifh of 
1 2 th. 

Your loving Brother. 



LETTER XXXVII. 



Gibraltar. 



Dear Brother, 



1782 nnO arm ! to arms ! is all the cr)\ The'ene- 
Sept. -"- my*s floating batteries have weighed an- 
13th. chor, and are now under fail with aiine breeze 
at N. W. Their colours wanton in the wind, 
with gaudy decorations for the battle, while 
thoufands of fpeftators from yon glitteringfhorc 
impatient wait to triumph in their fuccefs. 
They have now tacked with their heads to- 
wards the garrifon, and what is remarkable, 
they work them without a man being expofed 
or feen. 

Half pajl nine 0^ Clock. 

The floating batteries have jufl: brought tp, 
between the Old-Mole-Head and South liqfiion^ 
within eight hundred yards of the walls — a 
very bold manoeuvre.*— Adieu ! Victory or 
death will crown our caufe. The garrifon and 
floatantees are engaged — the ignivomous ap- 
pearance of the Bay and Rock, cannot be det 
cribcd by words. 

Ua}f 
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Half paji Eleven at Night. 178a 

Sq).i3. 
Tired and fatigued, I fit down to let you 
know, that the conflift is over, after a ftubborn 
and well-fought battle, by which the enemy's 
fliips are on lire. When they came on at nine 
o'clock this morning, they proceeded in ad- 
mirable order, fucceflivcly to their different Ra- 
tions, and as they moored began tp fire with- 
the utmofl: vivacity. The cannonade on both 
fides foon became truly tremendous, the land 
batteries co-operating with the junk fliips to 
render the attack more formidable, poured in- 
to the garrifon prodigious difcharges, which 
the artillery in their enthufiafm difiregarded, 
and partfcularly direcled the ordnance on thefe 
wonderful fliips of deftruclion. Our aftonifli- 
ment w^§ raifed to the higheft pitch, on be- 
holding our heaviefl: fliot rebound from their 
' fides, and an unufual anxiety feemed to pof- 
fefs the mind of all ranks, when a thirteen 
inch fliell, which dropped on the roof of the 
Admiral's fliip, refifl:ed penetration! About 
twelve o'clock the batteries were fupplied with 
red hotjhotj the exertions of the men employ- 
ed at the guns, became more animated, and 
the fire was maintained with unabating firm- 
nefs. The cafualties of war on moft of the 
batteries, evinced the ftrength of the, oppofi- 
tionj the enemy continuing the fire in good 
line, and powerfully fupportcd from the ifth- 
mus in a flanking direAion/ Near four hun- 
dred pieces of cannon being engaged for feve- 
ral hours, the fuperiority on either fide w^js 
doubtful, until towards the evening, when 
the flag fliip was obfervcd tq finoke confidera- 
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1782 bly, and the enemy's fea fire rather flacken. 
Sep. 1 3 Confufion foon after was apparent on board 
the Spanifh ihips. Our cannonade became 
more terrible as our fpirits revived with the 
profpeft of fuGcefs, from the hope of the hot 
• fhot bringing the action to a fpeedy decifion. 
The further exertions rieceffary to fubdue thefc 
aftoniftiing machines were truly arduous, and 
required, fortitude and perfeverance to effect. 
The fmoke from the flaglhip continued to en- 
creafe, and about feven o'clock, we obferved the 
fecond fliip in command, in a fimilar condition. 
The fire was then redoubled on the remaining 
eight, and as the night began to clofe, we ob- 
ferved with pleafure the fcintilation of the 
balls, as they flew from our cannon. The 
fouthermoft fhips fliortly after made fignals of 
diftrefs — an indiftinct clamour, with piercing 
fhrieks, was heard during the little intervals of 
ceffation of the cannonade. The Spanifh fleet 
detached their boats to afford affiftance to the 
two fliips on fire, feveral bein^ feen along-fide 
by the flafli of the ordnance — from their fitua- 
tion, and the heavy and well direfted fire of 
our artillery, they mufl have Ihared abundant- 
ly in the general havock. Having gained an 
advantage over the enemy, and the men at 
the guns being almoft worn out by fatigue and 
the labour of the flubborn adion, the Gover- 
nor ordered a part to be relieved by a detach- 
ment of one hundred men from the Marine 
Brigade, under the command of Lieutenant 
Trent bam of the navy, leaving oflicers and 
non-commiflioned officers at the different bat- 
teries, to direft the feamen in the mode of fir- 
ins: the hot fhot. 

If 
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If you could have peeped over the Rock and 178^ 
.viewed our feveral employe, you could not Sep. 13 
fiave forbore fmiling ; thofe ftationed to work 
the guns, from the exceffive hekt of the jday, 
and the dirt from the gun-powder, refembled 
Ethiopians, The fons of Vulcaw were bufy af 
the forges, whilft others were allotted to car- 
ry the blazing balls on an iron inftrument 
made for that purpofe, but as thefe did not fur- 
nifli fufficient for the vaft fupply required at 
the batteries, wheel-barrows were procured, 
lined with wet fand, and half a dozen thirty- 
two pound balls thrown into each. The fa- 
tigue attending the conveyance of fliot to the 
cannon, was very great, from the heat which 
ilTued from fuch large bodiies of hot iron, toge- 
ther w4th wheeling the barrows up the afcent 
to the line wall. 

What with the arduoufnefs of the work— 
the warmth of the weather — the fcorchin^ 
heat of furnaces, forges, and piles of blazing 
balls, befides the clouds of fmpke from the 
ordnance, an univerfal thirft prevailed, and a 
drink of water (which was all the allowance 
for the day) could fcarcely be procured. It is 
with pleafure I inform you, that an officer* 
who commanded a battery, obferving the 
men almoft exhaufted with drought, and feel- 
ing for their fituation, took the water key 
from the poft, proceeded to the fountain, and 
returned uilhurt with a i*efreihing fupply, 
through the enemy's interfecant fire. 

During the engagement, we had the incon- 
folable lofs of Captain Reeves of the Roysl Ar- 
tillery, 

• Lieutenant Galpln, 7 2d legiment. 
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1782 tilleiy, killed — —Captains Grove^ — Seward— ^ 
Sep. 1 3 Lieutenant G(?^^^, of ditto, Lieutenant ffte- 
thaiUy 58th, and Captain Alexander ATKenzie of 
73d reginients, wounded, befide feveral non- 
commiffion officers and men, killed and 
wounded. 

14th. One 0* Clock in the Morning. 

The floating batteries have ceafed firing, and 
and one of them has broke out in flames from 
ftem to ftern ; feveral others evince the eiBca- 
cy of the hot fliot. The artilley continue to 
direft the fire on fuch as do not outwardly 
fmoke, which they are enabled to do with the 
utmoft precifion, by the light thrown on the 
water by the flames. An officer and eleven 
men floated in upon a piece of timber, beine 
part of a floating cattle, deftroyed by a flieu 
from the garrifon, as flie was fteering to co- * 
operate with the battering fliips. Brigadier 
Curtis J with a detachment of feamen, has 
manned our gun-boats, and drawn them up 
to j^ank the enemy, and prevent them from 
endeavouring- to reriiove fuch of the fliips as 
are not on fire. 

Day Break. 

Our Bay appears a fcene of horror and con- 
.flagration, the foe are bewailing their perilous 
fituation, whilft our gun-boats are bufily em- 
ployed in faving. the unhappy viftims from 
furrounding flames and threatening death, al- 
though the enemy from their land batteries in- 
humanly difcharged their ordnance upon our 

tars 
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tars to prevent their afibrding them relief. 1782 
But never was bravery and humanity more Sc^* 14 
confpicuous, foi^ notwithftanding the immi- 
nent danger to be apprehended from fo daring 
an enterprize, yet the Britijh boats generoufly 
fteered to thefe flaming devourers, and dr^r 
ed the fufFerers from their defperate ftate. 

Two of the enemy's boats which attempted 
to efcape, were purfued by Brigadier Curtisj 
but only one was captured. — She furrendered 
on receiving a round of grape, which covered 
the boat and muft have done mifchief. 

Six o*Chck. 

One fliip has this moment eixploded, in the 
midft of our boats, who are humanely reliev- 
ing a diftrefled enemy. ' The explofion was 
grand and terrible — ^the wreck fpread to a vaft 
extent, and the concuflion broke feveral panes 
of glafs on Ihore. The greateft uneafinefs is 
felt for the fafety of Brigadier Curtis^ and the 
boats with him. — ^The whole are enveloped m 
a cloud of fmoke. Another of the floating 
batteries has exploded with a more, tremen- 
dous noife than the fiirft. 

To hear the lamentation of the crews, 

The groans, the cries, that through the flames refound. 

Imploring our afliftance from the danger 

Of fire and water — ready to devour : 

Words are too weak to give a juft defcription ! 

One of their fliips blew up with dreadful noife. 

While Curtis grappled to her fcorching fides, 

The blazing beams, the mafts, the yards and carriages 

In the explofion fcatter'd in the air. 

And cover'd o'er the fe^ with fmoaking wreck. 

Seven 
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r. ' Seve7i d* Clock. 

Sep. 14 

Our anxiety for the Brigadier and men ha« 
ccafed — he this moment landed at the New 
Mole, with a body of prifoners taken in the 
battering fliips. One of our gun -boats was 
funk by the explofion of the fecond fliip, and 
a hole was forced through the bottom of the 
Brigadier's boat, by which his Coxfwain 
was killed and another man wounded. The 
feamen were under the necefiity of leaving 
numbers to their burning fate, who, terrified 
at their defperate condition, rent the air with 
their fhrieks, on perceiving the Britijh boats 
make to fliore. 

The defcription the Spanijh prifoners give 
of the dreadful fituation of their countrymen, 
left on board the junkers, with what they fuf- 
fered, is unparalelled, I believe, in the annals 
of the fad effefts of war. The boat captured 
by the Brigadier, had one man killed and fevc- 
ral wounded by the round of grape^ which 
compelled her to ftrike. 

A remarkable inftance of providence I can- 
not help mentioning : — ^A young boy on board 
one of the floathig batteries, (which, was aj- 
moft in an entire blaze,) obferving our boats 
making for Ihore, got upon the head, wept 
and cried, and in the Spanijh tongue called for 
help ; his entreaties prevailed, a^d one of otir 
boats, notwithftanding the immenfe danger 
which threatened, rowed towards him, which 
he perceiving, jumped into the fea, and at 
that very inftant the fliip exploded, with the 
greatcil part of the hands on board. The 
boat foon after took the boy up. 

Eight 
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Eight o'clock. 178a 

Sep. 14 

Captain Curtis has landed at New. Mole about 
four hundred prifoners, including officers; 
fome of them miferably wounded and fcorched. 
As the Spanijh officers came paft a furnace at 
the New Mole^ in which there was about one 
hundred red hot balls, aiid fome of them melt- 
ed with the exceffive heat, they flirugged their 
ihoulders, and gave a piteous groan at what 
their eyes beheld. > 

Our feamen are bringing the trophies of vic- 
tory on fliore, one has juft landed wth the 
royal ftandard of Spaii which was intended 
by the foe to be hoifted on thefe battlements. 
The hills and heights vere covered with fpec- 
tators, when the tars began their proceffion, 
inceffant fliouts and repeated acclamations con- 
tinued from the Mcle to the South Parade^ 
where the Governor and principal officers 
were congratulating each other on the occafi- , 
on, to whom they arried the colours, which 
fenfibly pleafed our gallant Chief, who joined 
the crowd in three cheers, and pre&nted the 
tars with fome gold as a reward. \ 

t 

Each heart and foul's enfiam'd with higheft pleafur«. 

To view Iberians enfigimn our hands ; 

While every Briton crouA around the ftandard. 

To prize the grand difplaf of glorious conqueft. 

£ome fmile — then view — carefs — admire — fliakc hands> 

^.^.nd, with a heart-felt zeal, recount the battle.: 

King George and vi^ftory re-echoes round. 

While Andalufia^% fliore weeps at the foun4« -^ 

Nim 
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1782 
Sep. 14 Nine d* Clocks 

The prifoners arc efcorted to Wind-mill Hi/lj 
except the wounded, who are conduced to 
the Naval Hofpital, where every care and ten- 
dernefs will be fhewn them : fome of thena 
really were moft horrid Ipeclacles ; one in par- 
ticular I cannot hdp mentioning, who was 
carried by four men en a hand-barrow — he had 
received a wound on his face, fo that his nofc 
and eyes feemingly were feparated, hanging 
by a piece of Ikin, and the motion of the men 
that carried him occaSoned its flapping back- 
wards and forwards, nuch refembling a mafk. 
Though he muft havs felt the moft fenfible 
agony, yet he looked round him with great 
complacency, as he pafl^d the numerous crouds 
of people. 

Eleven 0^ Clock. ' 

Of the fix fliips that vrtrc on fire three hav« 
exploded. One has alttioft burnt to the wa- 
ter*s edge, and the other two nearly in the fame 
fituation. The enemy's land batteries main- 
tain their cannonade upcn the garrifon, fpit- 
ting forth their venomed rage, while on the 
oppofite fiiore confufion and confternation vi- 
fibly appears. The nobles and grandees who 
had affembled to view the capture of the pl^ace 
are withdrawing from the Spanijh camp, to 
carry the direful news to Philips s court ; but 
what win be his furprife, when they announce 
that the all-viclorious i?npregnable fioatanteei are 
loft, and that flaming balls effected thgir ruin. 

Our 
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One fliip that was judged not to be on fire, 1782 
unexpeftedly burft otit into flames, and foonScp. 14 
after blew up with great violence. The fliock , 
made the walls of the garrifon Ihakfc. — Wc 
hoped to have faved thefe laft two fliips as tro- 
phies of our glorious fuccefs. 

Our Governor, to pleafe the foldiery and 
inhabitants, has directed the Spanijh llandard 
to be reverfed and tied to a gun on the South 
Parade. It muft be a galling vexation to our 
foes to behold their royal flag fo ignobly dif- 
played, and made the fport of a multitude. 

Four 0^ Clock in the Afternoon. 

The hft battery has juft exploded off the 
Old Mole Head ; our red hot fliot had not fired 
her, and it being found impracticable to warp 
her in here, it was judged expedient to detach 
a boat to fet her in flames, which accordingly 
Captain Gib/on effefted without any injury 
from the land batteries. 

Thus finiflied an action of great magnitude, 
a idefcnfive viftory terminated by feamen 
equally brave as humane. 

The enemy during the day extinguifiied the 
fire, by the affiftance of engines, which fup- 
pUed them with a vaft quantity of water, but^ 
the continual and exceflive difchatge of red 
hot balls entirely fruftrated their purpofe, and 
they were confcrained to defift from the ufe of 
water, as it was found that the battering they 
had received opened the caulking, and let the 
water run between their decks, inftead of the 
channels that ^wcre made in their lides, to re- 
ceive it, fo that they were apprehenfive of 

. P their 
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1782 their powder being damaged. Tlie conftruc-* 
Sept. tion of thefe machines was excellent ; for the 
enemy being fenfible that we fliculd fire red- 
hot balls (though they did not imagine fo faft, 
nor unlefs the gun was elevated) had judiciouf- 
ly contrived conveyances in the larboard fides, 
for ii continual circulation of water, which was 
furniflied by working of the engines. From 
the nicefl: calculation, the floating batteries re- 
ceived upwards of five thoufand red-hot balls, 
of twenty-four and thirty-two pounds weight. 
Three of the floating batteries burnt to the 
, water's edge, fix blew up from the hot fliot, 
and one wefet on fire by 2i pitch Jhirt. 

The inclofed are copies of returns, where- 
in you will find the ftrength of the garrifon, 
the names of the flotantees, and their ftrength, 
with the number of prifoners faved by our 
boats; and fince victory has crowned our arms, 
with fatisfacUon I conclude, being impatient 
for you to hear the account) and beg leave to 
fubfcribe myfelf. 

Tour loving Brother* 



Li/i of the Battering Ships ^ dejiroyed by the Red-^ 
Hot Shot J September 13th and 14th, 1782, 

Guns. Men 
Paftora, Admiral Lion Morcna - - 28 700 
Talla Piedra, Prince of Najfau - - 28 700 
St. Francifco de Paula, i ft. Don hangar a 26 700 
Rofarlo, Don Francifco Munoz - - 26 700 
St. Chriftoval, Don Frederico Gravina 1 8 600 

St. Frandfco 
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Guns. 

St. FrancifcadePaula 2d. D. Pablo la Co/a 9 
Sta. Ana, Don yofeph Angeler - - / 1 o 
St. Juan, Don Francifco Guicochea - 10 
Principe Carlos, Don Jofeph Topete^ -11 
Declores, Don Antonio Bajforto - - 61 280 



Men 1782 
366 Sept. 



400 
400 



Total - 172I5196 

IST. B. Thefe guns were^mounted on the lar- 
board fide, exclufive of the number on the ftar- 
board fide. 



Prifoners taken by Captain Curtis, from the 

Battering Ships. 

Sea Officers * — — ^ 3 

Land Oflicers — — ( 3 

Cadets " — — — 2 

Chaplains — — — 3 

Surgeon — — — i 

Serjeants, Corporals, & Privates, 216 

Artillerifts, Land 2, Sea 5, — 7 

Marines — — — 3^ ' 

Seamen — " — — 81 

French Soldiers — — 11 



Total — 357 

Strength of the Garrifon^ Rank and Pile^ 1 3/A 

of September^ 1782. 

. Royal Artillery — — 494 
1 2th — — — 458 

P 2 1 2th. 

♦ Including Cor pprak and Private Men. 



»\ 



320 THBSitGEOr 

1782 
Sept. 



39th _ — - 


452 


56th — - - 


457 


58th — — - 


- 447 


72d _ __ . 


- 793 


73d _ -, - 


- 778 


97th — — 


- 639 


Hardenberg's — 


- 344 


Reden's — — 


- 337 


La Mott's — — 


348 


ArtificerCoujpany - 


84 


Corficans — . 


- 72 



Total — 5703 



LETTER XXXVIIL 

1 5th. Gibraltar. 

Dear Brother, 

YESTERDAY evening the enemy marched 
a confiderable body of troops from thdr 
camp to the Spanifh lines, prior to which the 
combined fleet made fignal for failing, and un- 
moored, by which the garrifon were in ex- 
peftation of an attack during the night ; , but 
the Dons did not renew the fport. The com- 
bined fleet remain at anchor in the Bay, with 
foretop-fails loofe. The land batteries conti- 
nue the cannonade. Lieutenant M^NamarHy 
of the 7 2d regiment, and a few foldiers of dif- 
ferent 
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ferent regiments, were wounded by the fire. 1782 
We fent a flag of truce to the enemy, with Sept. 
a ftatement for the Due de Crillon^ of the pri- 15th. 
foners faved by the Britijh gun-boats, yefter- 
d^y morning. 

From the account received by the prifoners, 
it appears, that the floating batteries were pro- 
vided with eight days provifion of all kinds, 
with abundance of wine and brandy. The am- 
munition for each, was not complete on their 
failing, but the fupply deficient was to have 
. been forwarded after battering the Rock for 
twenty-four hours, provided the garrifon did 
not furrender. The fliip mounting 90 guns, 
had only 3000 rounds on board ; the fingle 
tier fliip had no guns in referve on the ftar- 
board fide ; all the two itier had about twelve 
mouiited on the ftarboard, and were well fup- 
plied with powder, ball, and cafed grape ftiot. 
The finaller veffels drew about 19, the larger 
25 feet water. 

This morning, previous to the attack, an 
aid-de-camp to the Due de Crillion^ was fent on 
board each veffel, 'who after examining her 
condition, reprefented tQ the crew the glorious 
undertaking they were about to launch into, 
and promifing in the King*s name, the higheft 
reward for their bravery. Each foldier and 
failor was to be exempt from all further fer- 
vice, to have a gratuity of fifty dollars and full ' 
pay for the remainder of his life. The widows 
and children of the killed, were to enjoy the 
fame benefit. 

The conibined fleet ftill continue at anchor, 1 8t 
and the enemy's batteries on the land fide can- 
not forget their ufual employ. This afternoon^ 

the 
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1872 the grenadier company of the thirty-ninth re- 
Sept, giment, efcorted tlic body of a dece2i{e(k Spa- 
niJJj captain (who died of the wounds he re- 
ceived OQrthe thirteenth) to the place of in- 
terment, and fired tliree voUies over the grave. 
Yefterday • we received a flag of truce from 
Spain. 
20th. The enemy are quiet in the Bay,- and their 
boats for landing troops, ftill remain at the 
Orange Grove ; feveral men wounded by the 
land fire. Ten gun-boats fired about one hun- 
dred rounds on the Rock this morning. 
a^d. Wind W. Arrived a cutter at jilga%iras; 
feveral of the Spanijh officers have been per- 
mitted to return to Spain. 
29th. Very hot fire on both fides ; a gun was dit 
mounted this forenoon in the Spanijh fixty-four 
gun battery, by a fliot from the garrifon. Our 
lofs this day is, one man killed ' and nine 
wounded. Major Horsfall^ of the 7 2d regiment, 
received a wound by the explofion of a fliell. 
Yefl:erday a criminal was executed at the ufual 
place for a burglary. — The S/>^w//& army at noon 
M^ere drawn up in a line for near two hours, 
and covered ground to the extent of four 
miles. 
30th. Wind W. The Spariijb towers this morning, 
difplayed feveral colours, when the garrifon 
attentively watched the Cut, expecling the ar- 
rival of our fleet, but to our great regret, 
only fome neutrals appeared. Received a flag 
of truce from the Orange Grove.. 
Oft, I. The enemy's gun and mortar boats came 
over, and fired* their ufual quantity of (hot 
and fhells, and then retired. Three fliells fell 
ia the Naval Hofpital, but did no injury. ThQ 

The 
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The garrifon played very fmartly upon them. 1782 
A Corfican came over in the night from Algazi- Oct. i, 
r as J* in a boat. 

A frigate came over from the oppofite fide 4th, 
this morning, under a flag of truce, and lay 
oppofite the Old-Mole-Head, upon which a boat 
was detached to receive her. The particulars 
are not known. The enemy continue their 
cannonade. 

A flag of truce from the enemy. Twelve 6th. 
fettees arrived from the eafl: at Algaziras. 

Two Spanijh launches, under a white flag, 8th. 
came over for the purpofe of taking up an 
anchor left by the* frigate off" the New-Molo- 
Head on the 4th inftant, the Governor having 
given permiflionfor the fame. The combined 
fleet have not made any fignal to fail, but re- 
main fpeftators of the land cannonade, which 
is maintained on both fides. All the Spanijh 
prifoners are gone to Spain, except fifty-nine, 
v(ho have inlifted into the Britijh fervice. 

This afternoon, a body of troops embarked lotii. 
from the Orange Grove on board the men of 
war, from which we conjefture they are tired 
of the expedition, and are going to remove to 
fome more fuccefsful part. Several fignals on 
the tower at Cabritta. 

Lafl: night, wind N. W. A fl:rong breeze nth. 
fprung up, drove feveral of the enemy's line 
of battle ftiips from their moorings, which 
occafioned a general confufion among the com- 
bined fleet ; at day-break this morning, we 
difcovered one nearly under the King^s Bajlion, 
and feveral others within cannon Ihot. The 
King^s Bajiion began a cannonade upon her, 
when fixe finding it impoflible to bear ofT, 

ftruck 
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1782 ftruck her colours, and ran afhore off Ragged-^ 
OAoh.Jiaf, where Captain Curtis went, and VfipJl^ 
nth. poffeffion of her, and brought the crew' to 
land. She -proves to be the San Miquel^ of 70 
guns, ancf iix hundred and fifty men, com- 
manded by Brigadier Don Juan Morena. The 
others, with fome damage and difficulty, got 
anchorage on the oppofite fide. The prifoners 
give an account that our fleet is off the coaft, 
and that the troops which embarked yeftcrday, 
were a reinforcement to the different Ihips, as 
they lay upon a fpring cable, determined to 
obftruft the entrance of the Britijh fquadron. 
Wc hope the ftorm has not been prejudicial to 
our fleet, as they were fo near the coaft, for 
our fate will be determined, if a relief for the 
place fliould be obftrucled. Many arc of opi- * 
nion, that had the fl:orm continued with the 
\ i'ame violence for an hour longer, we ftiould 

have been in poffefllon of almoft one halt of 
their fleet. 

The tower at Cabritta-i has fpread the fignal 
alarm, but theconibined fleet have not fliewji 
any inclination to go out ; three of the enea^y^s 
Ihips wc fired at this rqorhing, have fl:ruck 
their topmafts. Our batteries have been firing 
fliells thefe three hours, upon a fliip of the 
line at anchor on this fide Tort Negro^ prevent- 
ed from removing from her anchorage (where 
necefllty had compelled her to moor) on ac- 
count of the violent breeze; we could not ob- 
ferve to have done any damage to her. 

Wind W. The Latona frigate arrived this 

evening in Rojia Bay^ with difpatches for the 

Governor, and gives an account that our fleet 

Conlifts of thirty-four fail of the line^ arid a 

^ » reinforce- 



j 
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Teinforcemcnt of two regiments for the. gar- 17812. 
^foxi. The enemy did not attempt to prevent Odob. 
hte entrance. ^ I2th« 

The Britijh fleet, under the ommand of 
Lord Howe J pafled to the eaftward, ^here they 
are now lying too. It is fuppofed this experi- 
enced Admiral choofes to have fea-room, rather 
than run the hazard of the Spanijh fire-ihips, 
which they have in readinefs to run in. Came 
in the Panther of fixty-four guns, laden with 
powder. Several ftore-fliips came in during 
the night. 

The enemy's fleet ftill occupy the oppofite 
fide ; feven of their fliips are repairing the da- 
mages they received in the late ftorm. 



GARRISON ORDERS- 

7he Governor is extremely happy, to communicate 
to the garri/on^ the following injirudions he bar 
juft received from England* 

Exirad from the Earl of Shelburne, principal Se-* 

' cretary of State* 

St. James's, I o/i6 y^/j', 1782. 

^' I AM honoured with his Majeflfs com-^ 
mandsj to ajfure you^ that not any encouragement 
fhall be wanting to the brave officers and foldiers 
<' tmdei; your command. His royal approbation of 
^' thepa/iy will no doubt be a powerful incentive to 
^' further exertions ; and I have the King^s.autho^ 
^^ rity to ajfure you^ that every diflinguifhed mark of 

^^'^ emulatioa^ 



46 
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1782 " emulation ^n^ gallantry, which JhalL be per- 
OAob. *' formed in the courfe of the Jiege by any^ even of 
1 2th. *' the kwejl rankj Jhall meet with ample reward 
** from bis gracious protection and favour. 



U 



Thefe, • his Majefifs intentions^ you will com- 
municate in the mojl public manner^ to every 
part of your garrifon^ that they may be perfectly 
fatisfied^ that their Royal M after feels for the 
difficulties they are under ^ admires their glorious 
refifianccj and will be happy to reward their 



** merit. 



13th. Lord Howe^s fquadron are ftill to the eaft- 
ward, within iight of the garrifon, and the 
combined fleet at anchor at Algaziras. The 
fhipping that were damaged in the ftorm are 
not yet repaired. The guns and ftores of tiie 
San Miquel have been taken out, to make her 
float. 

This forenoon a frigate came round Europa 
Point, with a red flag upon her fore-top-maft 
head, and fired a gun to windward, as a fignal 
of defiance ; upon which the combined fleet 
jot under weigh, and went out, confifting of 
Forty-five fail of the line. The garrifon were 
greatly delighted ; and thofe whofe duty did 
not confine them to one place, repaired to the 
heights and look-outs to view the engagement, 
but the 'two fleets in a fliort time were out of 
fight. Reports were then circulated, that the 
difcharge of cannon was heard, and others, 
that the flafti of guns were feen. One of the 
onemy^s fliips, that came near the Rock, was 

fired 
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fired at by the garrifon and Panther^ but did 1782 
not receive any material damage. The Panther Octob. 
£ailed to the eaftward. Captain Curtis and the 
Governor's aid-de-camp, are on board her. 
Xieutenant Lumley^ of the Royal Artillery, and 
feveral men, wounded ^his day by the land 
fire. 

Wind E. This forenoon we difcovered the i8th. 
Brifijh fleet ftanding from the eaftward, in gopd 
order, having got the windward, and die 
combined fleet in full chace. An anxiety was 
difcernable in each countenance, and every 
eminence was lined with fpeftators, who gazed 
with eager eyes on both fleets, expecting eve- 
ry minute the battle to begin. The gratifica- 
tion of their wiflies could not be obtained, as 
Lord Howe^s fquadron was too inferior to en- 
gage the enemy, while he could poflibly avoid 
it. He therefore fent in the men of war (who 
had the 25th and 59th regiments on board) 
and the tranfports with provifion and ftores, 
but as foon as thefe two regiments were re- 
ceived by the boats, the men of war imme- 
diately joined the fquadron, and proceeded 
through the Gut in three divifions, the enemy 
following them at about a league diftance. A ' 
fenfible uneafinefs now prevaUed for the iafety 
of the 'Briti/h fquadron ; for although we had 
received a relief both of men and provifions, 
yet the fituation of Lord Howe engaged too 
much of our attention, to leave room to con- 
gratulate each other on the happinefs of re- 
ceiving fupplies ; however, after both fleets 
were out of fight, we began to turn our eyes 
to our own affairs, and to liften to the adven- 
t\wrQ§ pf our Ute arrived friends. They fay 
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178:2 that two of our tranfports fell in among the 
Od;ob, combined fleet, in the night, and were cap- 
tured ; but that to the eaftward of the Rock 
the fleets had not fhewn any inclination to 
come to aftion. 

19th. The Bay on the other fide is almoft defence- 
lels, and Algaziras that has of late beeu the- 
grand rendezvous for fliipping, has loft all its 
glory. The land cannonade is kept up with 
great vivacity, but it appears to be a folly for 
the befiegers ftill to continue the fiege. We 
fliall fight like game cocks now ; Sir Charles 
Noels fucceeds Captain Curtis as Commodore 
on this ftation. Our Clipping that were fcut- 
tled in the New Mole, being got up, the fea- 
men are returning again to their ufual employ, 
military evolutions being no longer neceflary 
for them. 

The Sa7t Miquel floated this day, and anchor- 
led^ at New Mole. 
Nov. 4. The gun and mortar-boats vifited us, with- 
out effecting any confiderable damage. Some 
regiments have marched out of the camp of 
St. Roque. It is expected that the hearty dofe 
we have given them, has greatly lowered their 
ambition, and conftrained them to direct their 
attention to fome other place. A criminal 

^ was executed this day. Yefterday was wound- 

ed Lieutenant John M'Kenzie^ of the 7 -j d re- 
giment. 

The 25th and 59th regiments that arrived 
here the 1 8 th of October, are put on the duty 

^ ftrength, which will be a relief to the garrifon. 

The San Miqucl is in New Mole, where the ene- 
my's mortar-boats have endeavoured to da- 
mage her. Yefterday they fired feveral rounds 
■ but without effeft. Wind 
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Wind W. Arrrived a xebec 2.t Algaziras^ li^z 
the etietny 's ftiipping lay veiy quiet viewing Nov. 
our rattling batteries. It is anfiaziBg that the iibth. 
Spaniards are not tired of bombairding tlie 
place, as they cannot have afiy hdjpe of taking 
it. 

The gun and mortar-boats caihe over arid lyxiu 
"fired at the San Miquel, feveralflidls fell in the 
New Mole and about the Mole Parade. Sohie 
fiew wounded. 

The enemy's fire-fliips are gone into the ri- Dec.2# 
vers, but the boats for landing troops remain 
at the Orange Grove. The encampment on the 
right of Fort Negro has been ftruck fome time, 
and the troops marched away. Tn all problH- 
lity they have given over the thought of ano- 
ther attack. The land fire is continued with 
great fpirit, by which we liave many men 
wciinded. Yefterday arrived the Achilles ord- 
nance ftore ihip from England. 

Tlie gun and mortar-boAits cainc into the 7th. 
Bay ai^d fired particularly about the Ne%u Mohj 
fuppofed to be intended for the San Miquel, it 
is a matter that vexes them to behold her in 
our pbfleflion, and for this reafon they are coh- 
ftaritly endeavouring to deftrby her. GaAe 
in a deferter from the Spanijh lines. 

Wind S. E. A xebec and a galley ftanding 

from the eaftward, having come pretty near 

Europa^ we difchafged three fliot at them, ohc 

went through the rigging of the xebec, but 

• was not obfervied to do any other damage. 

Wind W. Arrived a brig in nineteen days 
from Deptford. ITie enemy did not offer to 
interrupt her. Nothing material in the Bay. 

TWs 
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1782 This day a flag of truce was fent by the cne- 

Dec. my from Algaziras^ but the wind continuing 

14th. to blow exceedingly frefh, and a great fwell in 
the bay, we did not perceive her bufinefs un- 
til flie was returning. We then fent out a boat, 
which waited in the Bay fome hours, but no 
anfwer was made by the Spaniards. 

i^lHtkm This morning we fent the flag of truce out 
again, but no notice was taken of it at Alga^ 
zirasj or Orange Grove ; after waiting upwards 
of two hours in the Bay, it returned unanf- 
wcred to the MokJjead. 

17th. This morning the Spaniards fent over a flag 
-of truce, which was immediately anfwered 
from garrifon. The bufinefs is not made public. 

1 8th. About ten o'clock this forenoon, 27 gun 
and mortar-boats came over, and fired for 
near two hours, directed towards the New^ 
Mole, fuppofed with an intention to deftroy 
the San Miquel ; a thirteen-iijch fliell dropped 
into her, and exploded between decks ; tilled 
four, and wounded eleven men, but did not 
do any material damage to the fliip. Eight of 
the garrifon gun-boats fallied out within half- 
gun fliot of the enemy, and kept them ofi", 
while the fouthward batteries covered* them 
in advancing. 

i2ad. Tills morning a SpaniJJo flag of truce brought 
over upwards of one hundred women and 
children, taken on board a tranfport, with the 
baggage belonging to the 25th and 59th regi- 
ments. The women fays, the Spaniards tjreatr 
ed them with great humanity and attention. - 

ajth. This afternoon the enemy's gun and mortar 
boats, arranged in two divifions, began a can- 
fionade and bombardment upon the garrifon ; 

Sir 
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Sir Charles Noels immediately manned our gun 1782 
boats, and headed them into the Bay, where Dec. 
a fpirited fire was kept up for upwards of two 
hours. The batteries on the iflhmus and lines 
kept pouring in a liberal difcharge at the fame 
time. The enemy threw many (hells and <hot 
on fliore. 

On the fea-fide we are only now and then 3 ift. 
interrupted, but the land batteries keep con- 
ftantly roaring. We in complafance return the 
favour, nor are we any ways deficient in num- 
ber. This year has finifhed with glorious fuc- 
cefe on our fide, in gallantly repulung our com- 
bined and determined enemies; and fhould 
they, think proper to pay pother vifit, I hope 
our arms will prove equally vidorious. May 
the new year be propitious, and eftablifh a . 
a permanent tranquility, that we may partake 
of the bleffings of . Providence, from which 
we have been upwards of three years de- 
prived. 

/ am^ Dear Brother^ 

Tout's ^c. 
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1783 GibtaUar, 

Jan. I. Dear Brother^ 

THE new year has began, much the iamc 
as the laft finiflied : vdlies of Ihot and 
ihells hourly difcharged from the Spanijh works- 
upon the ruins of the town, by which we 
liave fometimes a few killed and wou^d^d. 
Lieutenant Holloway^oftYic Engineers, received 
a wound upon the Hill Batteries^ this day- 

The Spaniards have renewed their former 
vigilance in the Bay ; their naVal force has 
been diftributed, feme to Cabritta-Point, others 
toCeuta, 2ind a fe\y cruizing to the toftward 
and weftward. What hope of taking tie 
Rock, can induce them to continue the can- 
nonade and prevent fuccours from arriving. 

4th. This afternoon a fquadron of gun-boats to 
the number of thirty-two, with a few mortar- 
boats, came over from Algaziras^ and fired for 
about an hour and a half, chiefly directed to 
the New Mokk 

Our gun-boats were quickly manned by the 
tars, and fired with great fpirit and good ef- 
fecl, the land batteries co-operating with them. 
One of the Spanijh gun-boats was funk ,by a 
fliell from the garrifon, when the Dons confi* 
dered a removal neceflary. 

9th. Wind W. This forenoon a fignal was made 
on the tower at Cabritta Pointy when two gal- 
lies went out from /Ilgaziras. A fail appeared 
under the Barbary (here j the gallics foon 

ftretched 
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iftf etched acrofs, and fired two fliots, when flic 1783 
furrendered to the Dons ; (he appeared but a 
fmall fettee. The guh and mortar boats vifiti. 
cd us, but happily no lives were loft — two fol- 
diers loft their legs by their fire. 

Between five ind fii o'cjiock this moi^ning, i oth» " 
the Spanijb gUn and mortar-boats came over 
and fired, as ufual, towards the tJew' Mole. 
Several of the fliot and fliells fell upon the red 
lands, where the men were paraded for guard* 
The Governor to divert their attention from 
the danger, walked through the ranks, cdn- 
Verfing with the foldiery, while the Town- 
Major formed the different guards, which ard 
mounted by detachments from each regiment. 
A few accidents happened in the garrifon, but 
not one perfon killed. 

This being the anniverfafy of Her Majefty*s iSth; -« 
birth day, the royal ftandard was hoiftea, and 
^falvo fired at the enemy's works, with fliot. 
The Spaniards made a very quick and fpirited 
teturn. All quiet in the Bay. * 

Wind E. Laft night arrived a fcttee from 251!^ 
TefuaHj with poultry the price of which is 
*' greatly enhanced. They bring word, that 
the court vf Spain are greatly, diflatisfied with 
the length and ill fuccefs of the fiege. This 
forenoon a foldier was hanged for theft, and 
died with little emotion* 

The gun and mortar-boats continue their 26th. 
firing from the Bay^ They difcharged under 
a heavy cannonade froni the garrifon, between 
two and three hundred rounds, and then re- 
tired. ►Some foldiers at the fouthward> 

wounded* 

(^ "Thii ^ 
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1783 This morning the Brilliant frigate, hauled 

Jin.29 ^^^ ^^ ^^^ Mole^ and anchored in Rojia Bay. 

This afternoon thirteen mortar and fixteen 

gun-boats came over, and began an attack 

about five o*clock. Our gun-boats went into 

the Bay to meet them, and.^ave them a fpirit- 

ed reception, the Brilliant frigate, and garri- 

fon co-operating. The enemy killed two men 

and wounded fourteen before they retreated. 

Second Lieutenant Raffalio^ of the Corfican 

Company, was wounded. We fired fome red 

hot Ihot from elevated guns, which reached. 

tht Spanijh camp. 

30th. Four gun-boats came over thi^ morning,. 

and fired fix rounds of fhot at the Brilliant fn- 

gate. The garrifon fired a few fhells which 

& burft in the air, over the gun-boats, which 

made them quit their paftime. The Spaniards 
have not ceafed their land cannonade, which 
at beft is but a wafteful expenditure of their 
ammunition, as the town being deftroyed, 
that objeft can no longer excite their atten- 
tion. 

/ amy dear Brother ^ 



LETTER 



GIBRALTAR. 315 

L E T T E R XL. 

Gibraltar. 
Dear Brother, 

THIS morning we received (by a flag of 1783 
truce) intelligence of the moft joyful and Feb. 3 
enlivening nature, which for fome time, belief 
appeared doubtful ; but after a few hours fuf- 
penfe, we had the happinefs of being in pof- 
Icflion of the particulars, brought by the Spa- 
nijh flag boat. The Due de Crillon has fent his 
compliments to General Elliott^ acquainting 
him that the different courts had agreed upon 
a ceflation of hoftilities, and that the pre- 
liminary articles of peace would fliortly be 
figncd. The garrifon, enraptured with the 
found, fpread the harmonious tidings, and in 
the evening all firing ceafcd on our ^lde, agree- 
able to an order fent by his Excellency the 
Governor to the different pofts. The enemy's 
cannonade became filent in the afternoon.— 
During the night we fired a few light balls in 
the ifthmus, to difcover the fituation of the 
enemy. 

I fcarce know how to begin upon a fubjeft 
fo truly interefl:ing and captivating. Our fitua- 
tion is changed from noife and confufion, to 
calm ierenity. The acmpfphere that was con- 
tinually difturbed with flames and fmoke, i» 
now illumined with variegated brightnefs ; 
the ftars that have been fo long eclipfed, now 
fhine with their wonted fplendor ; and the 
befpangfed rays of Aurora^ with refplendent 
luftre again adorn each hill and height, that 
for upwards of eighteen monthS; has only been 

9^3 cfiflinguifliablc 
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1783 diftinguifliable by the flafliing of pieces of brd^. 
iPeb. 3. nance. Our fudden change from wat to peace^ 
the tranquility that pxefides over the Ij^ttered 
Rock, and Andalnftan fliore, fo powerfully af- 
fects all ranks in the garrifoh, that to give 
you the delineation, would be a talk for an 
able writeri The power of oraory, the moft 
pcrfuafive eloquence, ivould fall infinitely fliort 
in dcfcribing bur happinefs atid amazement* 
Will you believe me in affecting, that every 
i^oil lall night appeared peculiarly folitary, by 
the filence which all around prevailed, and the 
hours of flumb^r feemed uneafy, for want 0^ 
that martial noife, to which we have been fO 
4ong ac'cuftomed* 

I Ihall no%v proceed to giV^e you fbme ac- 
count coricerning the effeft upon our late deter- 
mined antagonifts, Avho fcem highly to parti-^ 
tipate in the bleffings of peace.'. 

They appeared in crowds this morhing upon 
the iilhmus works, evincing cJvei^y demonlira* 
tion of the moft hdart-felt aiid lively joy, fend- 
ing forth unfeigned and rapturous congratula-i 
tions. The long wifltdd-for found of peace, 
te-echdes from ffiorc to fliOre, from hill to hiB, 
from rock to rock, and evety tongue is ^llcd 
Vith the blifsful melody^ The Spahijfo ofic^rs at 
lioon cime underneath ouf lines, t)owing td 
the guards, aflurin^ them that an sitnicable 
jpeace had actually taken place* 

Oui* Governor lias not madf; ahy tectucc-* 
ment in the numbef of* the guards, not know- 
ing how far the ftratsigeitis of wat might ope- 
rate, but Waits until the royal declaration ar- 
rives from England^ when every teftimonial 
will be niade as a thankfgiving to our great 

Cfeatori 
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Creator, for the reftoration of the i^yaJ^^lQ 1783 
^nd ineftimable bleffings of peace. Feb* ^ 

Arrived a flag of truce from Orange Grove / 
fays that the articles of peace are iigned. 

Arrived a flag of truce with letters from Due 5th^ 
^e Crillorij fpecifying the orders received from 
idadrid^ to withdraw the troops and cniizers^ 

Received another flag of truce with a bag 6th^ 
of letters. This forenoon a veffel belonging 
to Mercharit Lynch ^ failed out of the. Mo/^, and 
proceeded paft Cabriita unmoleftcd. The Spa-^ 
niards are withdrawing their ftoreis from, th^ 
iijnes^ 

An aid-dcTgamp to thq Governor,, went out 8tlu. 
by land, and dined with a Spanijh officer in the 
camp ;— in the evening be returned. 

Axrived the General Howe ord|[iance ftore-i gthv 
fliip, and three fuiall veflels from PMugal ;— ^ 

they heard nothing of the peace. *.;.j 

A Spa;niJhh^2X this morning came ev^ from J3thi^ 
Orange Grove,^ with flieep, fowls, and eggs^ 
The Governor ordered them to fell their goods. 
Immediately, and depart. 

This day we received a parley freB(^ the 2oth^ 
fines, with a confirmatiou of the peace*. 

This day arrived Sir Roger Curtis.^ m the Marclv 
Thetis frigate, with the preliininary articles of 1 oth^, 
p^ace, and a ribbon the order of the Bath, f 01? 
jpis Ei^cellency General George Auguftui Elliott. 

I enclofe you the foltowii?^ Returns of kilU 
cd, wounded, &c* which you may dfepcnct 
vpon being correft ; and I hope vx a^ ftipi:t tym^ 
|pij^(oj^ally to aflure you, that^ 

ianii DearBrot^r^ . 




' v^r ^'^ 
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Of the Enem'fs firing againji the Garrifon. 



From their Land Batteries 
1781,. From i2th April, to uft Dec. 
i;3[82, From ift Jan. to 31ft Dec. 
1783^ From I ft Jan. to 3d Feb. 

Total Land Fire 
fired from their Gun and Mortar Boau 

Total 



Shot. 
I 0084 I 

73792 
1-123 



Shells. Total. 

29296 130137 

38239 112031 

825 1947 



175755 
6775 


68360 

7498 


182530 


75858 



244II5 
14273 



258388 



Expended by the Garrifon, from nth September , 1779, to 

the ^d of February, 1783. 



Powder 

Shells 
Shot 
Grape 
CarcafTes 
Light Balls 



Barrels, lb. 
7651 160 

129,370 

57,160 

12,684 

926 

689 



oz. 
15 



I 



Total 



200,829 — 



-Gibraltar, 
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The G/frri/on being drawn upy ct^Jbrmable to the 
Orders, for this Day^ General Elliott addr^JfeS 
the Troops in flye following Manner^ previous ta. 
/jis being invejled with the Ordex of the Bath. 

Gentjlemen, 

" I HAVE affembled you. this day, in, 
** cjrder that the officers and foldicrs may re- 
ceive, in the moft public manner, an au- 
thentic declaration tranfmitted to me by the 
Secretary of State, cxpreffing the hich fenfe 
♦* hi& Majefty entertains of your meritorious 
** conduA in the defence of this Garrifon. 






T 



" The Kapg's fatisfacHon upoij this event 
S^ was fooo divulged to alj. the. world, by his 
^^ moft gracious Speech to both Houf^s pf Par^ 
" liamerit* ' 

** The Houfeof Lords and the Houfe, 
\^ pf Commons, not only made the fuitable 
prpfeffipns in their addrefs to the Throne, 
biit have feverally enjoined me to commu-' 
nicate their unanimoijs thank^ by the ifol- 
^' lowing refolutions.* 

. * Houfeof Lords^ Iph Bee. 1782. 
" Refolved, Nemlnt Dijfentiente<, the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal in Parliament afTembled, That this Houfe 
doihhighfy approve of^ and acknowledge the fcrvices of 
the othters, Ibldiers, and failprst lately employed in the 
Defence of Gibraltiar." 

Haufe of Commons y izth Dec. 178a. 
^ *« Refolved, Nefnin^ Coniracikentef That the thanks of 
this Soufe be given to the officers, foldiers, ayid failors^^' 
\ijtelY employed ip the Pefi^nqe pf Gibralt^^'* ' 
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** No army has ever been rewarded by 
** higher national honours, and it is welj 
♦' known how great, univerfal, and iponta- 
f^ neous were the rejoicings throughout the 
** kingdom upon the news of your Tuccefs : — 
*^ thefe m\ift not only give you inexpreffible 
^' pleaifure, but afford matter of triumph to 
*^ your deareft friends and lateft pofterity. As. 
^^ further proof how juft your title is to fuch 
** fluttering diftinftipn at home, reft affured 
^ from undoubted authority, that the nations 
of Europe, and other parts are ftruck with 
admiration of your gallant behaviour, even 
f ' our late refolute, and determined antago-. 
nifts, do not fcxuple to beftow the commen* 
dations due to iuch yalour a];id perfeve*. 
" ranee. 



<6 






*^ I now moft warmly congratulate you 
^' on thefe united and brilliant teftinionies of 
^* approbs^tion ; amidft fuch numerous, fuch 

V e^ted tokens of applaufe, forgive me, 
^^ faithful companions^ if I humbly crave your 
^.^ acceptance of my grateful acknowle<clgments« 

*^ I only prefume to alk this favour, as^ 
f' having been a canftant witnefs of your fub- 
** million to the greateft hardfhips — ^your 
^* matchlefs fpirit and exertions, and on all 
^* occafions yoijr heroic contempt of every 

V danger^" 



'i 
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Eftiinate of the various jirt teles ^ and their Average prices ^ 
during the Blockade and Siege of Gibraltar ^ fromX}Ji June 
1779, to yl February^ 1783. ^ 

Exchange at jpd. the dollar, being the Average upon the 
whole. 

Gib. cur. 
dls* rls» qs* 
Veal* per pound - • 140 

Acalve'shead andfeet - 10 

A calve's pluck - - 4 

Mutton* per pound - - i 

A (beep's* 5th and hind q. fold for 48. 



^ 



A (beep's head and feet - 4 

A (beep's pluck - - 2' 

Beef, per pound - - i 
A bullock's head without a tongue 7 

A bullock's tongue — - 2 
.A bullock's liver, per lb. . - o 

Fre{h tripe, per lb. - - i 

Salt beef, per lb. - - o 

Salt pork, per lb. - - o 

Fre(h pork, per lb* - i 

A hog's pluck -^ - 4 

Goat, per lb. - - 1 

A goat's pluck . . 2 

A goat's head - ^ - 2 

Aturky ^ 1 ij 

'A goofe - - - 9 

A couple of ducks - - 6 

A pair of fowls • . 6 

A pair of pigeons - - 3 

Flour, per lb. - - o 

Bread, per lb. - - o 

Salt Butter, per lb. - i 

Cheefe, per lb. - - - i 

Rice, per lb. - - - o 

Loaf Sugar, per lb. . . o 

Tea, per lb. - - 14 

Common Candles, per lb» - o 

A hen's egg . • o 

A pint of miflc - - o 

Potatoes, per lb. - - o 

Onions, pei lb. - - o 



4 

4 

4 
o 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 
o 

3 

3 

o 

4 

2 

o 

4 
o 

o 

6 

6 

o 

3 

4 
4 
4 
3 

3 

o 

6 
I 

3 
6 

6 



o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
.0 
o 
o 
o 
o 
c 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
p 
o 
o 
o 
8 
o 
o 
o 



o 
I 

o 
o 

7 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

2 

I 
I 

I 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

2 

o 
o 
o 
o 

o 



4 

14 

4 
10 



Eng. fterL 

/. /. d. 

I oh 

ih 

7h 

I oh 

o 

14 7h 

8 ih 

4 loh 

3 4h 
8 ih 

J 3 

3 3 

' 3 

I 3 

3 3 

14 7h 

4 I 
6. 6 

8 ih 
•89 
10 4 

I iih 
I iih 

9 9 

» 3 
I 7h 

4 ^^^ 

4 loh 

' 3 

7 I 

5 ^ 

« 5 

7h 

1 3 
* 5 

2 5 



• A fifth fignifies the tail, which is as large as any one 
of the quarters. — ^This occafions their being called Five- 
(J^arter Shctp.— Their growth is but finalL 
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DESCRIPTION of GIBRALTAR. 



THE firft name by which this mountain 
was known was that of Mons Calpe^ and 
it continued to be fo called till the incurlions of 
the Arabs in the year 713. Jt is not my inten- 
tion to explore the dark hiftory of this famous 
Rock ; it is buried in obfcurity, or involve^ in 
doubt. Hiftorians fay, that it was pofTefled 
by the Scythians at the firft fettlen^ent of that 
country. When the all-conquering Romans re- 
duced Iberia^ this mountain afforoed a tempo- 
rary afylum to the B(zticans\ but their reuft- 
ance was vain, and a Roman fettlement was 
made to the w«ft of Calpe^ which bore the 
name of Julia Traduda. The Carthiginians 
feized on all Bostica, but it was recovered by 
Luciiis Licinius Lucullus^ and CaJpe remained in 
the pofTeffion of the Romans until they were 
ultimately driven out of all Spain by the Wef* 
trogoths in 568. A domeftic quarrel intro- 
duced the Arabs into Spain in the year 713. 
The mountain then obtained the name of jfibal 
Tar iky .or Tarikis Mountain ^ Tarik being the 
chief under whoni the incurfion was made ; 

this 
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this U dcc}are4 tQ be the origin of the ns^mc^ 
^hich by corruption of foiMPid and orthogra- 
phy, i&xiow Gibraltar. 

It h^ undergone no fewer than thirtoeot 
fieges. 

In 1 3 1 o Alonzo Perez de Guzman firft took i% 
from the Infidels ^ which fo enraged them, that 
that they murdered their king, Maljomet. 

Thi; fecond fiege was in 1316, when Ifmael^ 
king of Grenada^ in vain attempted to retake 
it. 

The third commenced in February 1332^ 
under Abameliauej when the Spaniardsy after- 
enduring almou intolerable fatigue, and fub-. 
(ifting for weeks on the leather of their fhield§, 
. yrere ftarved into a furrend^r in the middle of 
June. 

The fourth fic^e was begun by J)on Alonzo^ 
XI- in the <aid of the fame month, he having 
been within four days march of the place on 
Us lurrender. This inveftment was attended 
with uncommon circumftancesr.of hardi|iip>, 
both to the befieged and befiegers : the latter 
were blocked up in the neck of Gibraltar by 
the king of Grenad^n ^nd Abanielique, wKo 
marched with an ^rmy to. the relief of the 
garrifon. At laft, on the 20th of Auguft a 
peace was concluded^ and the fiege was raifedl 

Don AJonza again fpt down before it in the 
fummer, I349> and during this, which was 
the fifth fiege, and which continued for nine^ 
months, the garrifon was reduced to great 
jpraits ; but Don Alonza- Wa3 carried off by the 
jplague in March, 1350. 

The Emperors of Fez negle6ting their ^pa^ 
^P^: ^^.^i^orieSj^ Juzaly third king of Grenada^^ 
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tbok it in 141 o. This was the fixthn^, btit 
the next year the Inhabitants drove btit the 
tonquerots. and put themfelves uridfcr the pro- 
tection of Muky ijeuldj Empctot ctf Fez. * 

y^z^befieged it in fornl the January fol- 
lowing with a flt*et and army, ahd the garri- 
fon was ftatved into a futrender.— lliis was 
ihe feventh fieg^. 

The eighth fiege was in 1438, vrhen Don 
Emique de Guzman attacked it with a ftrong 
force, but was defeated by the Moors, and 
drowned. His fbh, howfever, brought off the 
remains of his army. 

In 1 46 ^ , the fon returned with greater force, 
^nd took the place, which ever fince has 
remained in poffeffioh bf the chriftians.— This 
was the ninth fiege. 

The tenth was in 1^04, M/'hen it was torn 
from the Spaniards by the Englijh. tinder the 
fcommand of Sir George Rooke.* 

The $panidrds were forely hUrt Svith the lofi 
bf this moft important ftation." They knew 
its cohfequence, and, added to the value con* 
ferred by its ftrength and fituatibn, the cir- 

cumftance 

♦ The Prince of tifffe had lajitied on tiie ifthlhus iwth 
^ghteen htindred men, but the {leeppefs of the'Roc^xn^dc 

- feui attack on that fide impracticable. The Brittjh fleet fired 

upwards of icooo ihots, >vithqut cffe^ine a furr^ndett 

when abody of failors, on the 4th of Augmt, in a meriy- 

inaking etcurfion, Happened to row clofc \yxAci th*; A?ku 

• M^le in their boa;ts, (the <^annon of which muft \xS9t fank 

' them, ha^any been fired,), wetc ^couraged to attempt 
landing ; and being fuccefsful,.they mounted the M(^ley and» 
hpifted a red jacket as a fignal of pofTefiion. ^ B^ats, with 
troops and feahien, were immediately detached tc^ftorci 
knd in a Ihort time they got poffeflion crif the eight gtfn bat- 

. jhry in the Llns Wail^ Avhicfc caufed the towm to fwrendcr. 
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qifriftance of giving to an ancient enemy fuch 
a footing in the Idngdom, was a mortification 
which tne proud fpirit of tJie Spaniards could 
not bear. An expedition was immediately 
formed, and the eleventh fiege 'commenced 
linder the Marquis de Vjlladarius. Xhe fiege 
lafted four months ; and finding all their ef- 
forts, though vigorous, were vain, it was a- 
bandonedin 1705. 

Great Britain^ fully fenfiblc of its import^- 
ance, hath maintained it at an immenfe coft, 
and hath taken fuch advantage of its natural 
powers in difpofing the works that have been 
raifed, as to make it indubit;able the ftrongefl: 
, fortification in the univerfe. Spain has obferv- 

cd this conduft with unavailing regret. . The 
recovery of this poft has at one time given 
them fubjeft for declaring a war, and at ano- 
ther time nas been claimed as the price of peace. 
They ceded it at the peace of Utrecht without 
grace, for they fl:ipulated for a right of pre- 
^ exemption in caf<? Great Britain fhould difpofe 
of it. Many negociations were opened ; many 
ofiers of purchafe, and of places to be ex- 
changed for it ; but all were fruitlefs. The 
EngUJh nation were juftly jealous of the trea- 
fure, and if at one time minifters were difc 
pofed or were cajoled to fquander it by nego- 
tiation, the bargain was prevented by the vi- 
gilande of parliament, and the fpirit of the 
people. It was made the fubjeft of warm diA 
culfion in the Lower Houfe in the ye;ir 1727. 
ITicfe fccret manoeuvres proving abortive, the 
Spaniards fat down before Gibraltar on the 1 3th 
of February, in 1727; but this, which was 
\ the lath fiege, and under the conduft of the 

j^- ' ' * Marquis 
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Marquis de la Torras^ was like the fonner, 
fpirited and fruitlefs. 

The thirteenth liege was begun in, 1779, and 
continued inceffantly until 1783, a period ©f 
almoft four years. "On the firft inveftment. 
Admiral Don Barcello blocked the port by fea, 
and General Don Juan de Mendoza^ cut off the 
communication by land* A fliort time after, 
he was recalled for particular reafons, and Ge- 
neral yf/i;<?ry appointed, who governed until 
the Due de Crillion arrived from Minorca (jailtcr 
its capture) when he was invefted with the 
command, and continued in it till the condu- 
fion of the fiege. The garrifon have, by their . 
perfeverance, prefented to Europe a pifture of 
the moft gallant defence. They have relift^d 
the efforts of the moft numerous and beft 
equipped band of befiegers that, perhaps, ever 
befet any fortjefs. The Spaniards have bent 
every endeavour to this ifingle objeft. They 
have ftarved their marine, and neglected their 
power in every other quarter of the globe, that 
they might employ all their refources, and di- 
rect all their attention t© this great end. Their 
works h^Ve been immenfe, their . induftry in- 
defatigable. They have endeavoured to ac- 
complifli its redudion by the conftancy of their 
attack ; by their numbers they have been able 
to make their operations inceffant, that the 
garrifon might have no relaxation from fa- 
tigue, no opportunity for repofe. All their 
ftruggles, however, have been vain. The gar- 
rifon was annually relieved with provifions, 
though the want of ftore-houfes tended great- 
ly to make it uneatable ; and when they rufli- 
cd on confident of victory, had the glory to 

gain 
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gain immortal renown, by repuliing fo fupert- 
or a force, under the immediate eye ibf the 
principal perfonages, nobles, and grandees of 
ipairtj who had smembled to view the capture 
of the important fortreis« 
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MEMOIRS of the LIFE and MILITARY 
SERVICES ^General Sir GEORGE AU- 
GUSTUS ELIOIT, . . 

. ■ . * .• . 

SIR Gedrge Auptjim ^Elioffy the bfaye and 
gallant defender of Gibraltarj-is the fon o( 
the late Sir Gilbert EHott of Stobbsj in Roxburgh-" 
Jhire. ' The antient and honourable family xA 
EHott of Stobbs^ as well as the colateral branch 
of EHott of Minto^ in the fame county, and o£ 
EHott of Port EHott^ in Cornwall^ are originally 
from Nor7iiandy* Their anceftof, Mr. Jlioit^ 
came over with WiUiam the Conqueror, and 
held a diftinguifhed rank in his army. There 
is a traditionary anecdote in the family relating 
to an honourablediftinftion in their coat of arms, 
which, as it correipoivds with hiftory bears the 
appearance of trutjjJ When WilHam fet foot on 
the EngHjh land, he flipped and fell on the earth. 
He fprang up again and exclaimed, that it was 
a happy omen— he had embraced the country . 
of which he was to become Lord. Upon this 
AHot drew his fword, and fwore by the honour 
of a foldier, that he would maintain, at the 
hazard of his blood, th^ right of his Lord to 
the fovereignity of the earth which Jie had 
embraced. On the ^venfc of conqueft. King 
William added to the arms of AUot^ which was 
a baton, or, on a field azure, and the arm and 
fword, as a creft, with the mottjO, perfaxa^ per 
ignes^ fortiter^ et rede^ We mention this as a 
curious fact delivered down and recorded as a 
memorial of their antiquity. -- 

Sir Gilbert EHott. of Stobbsj had nine fons 
and two daughters.. The prefent Gen. EHott 
is the youngeft foti, and he is^now the only 

. R furviving 
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furviving one. IBs cldeft fan, Sii Jiilbn Elieff, 
left the title and efiate to his fon, the prefent 
Sir Francis Eliottj who is therefore tiephew to 
the General. 

' Sir George Augujius Eiiiott was bora about thiB 
year 1718, and received the £rft rudixiients of 
his education under a private tutor retained 
at the family feat. At ^ early age fae was feot 
to the Univerfity otr^Lefdetiy where he made a 
rapid progrefs in claificaL learning, and fpoke 
with elegance and fluency the* German and 
French languages. Being deiigned for a inili^ 
tary life, he was fent from thence to the celc^ 
bratecl Ecole Rojale du genie militaire, at La Fefe 
in Picardy. This fchool was Tendered the mo£l: 
famous in Europe by means of the great Vaubatty 
under wl^om it was conducted. It is now un- 
der the management and 9are of the Comte 
d^Horroville. Here it was that the. foundation 
was laid of that knowledge of tactics in all it& 
branches, and particularly in the arcs of engi- 
neering and fortification, which has £6 grcatj- 
ly diftinguifhed this officer fince. He cbm- 
pleated his military courfe on the continent by 
a tour, for the purpofe of feeing in praAicd 
w]iit he had been Ihidyingin theory. Pruffta 
was the model for difcipline, «md he continued 
,for fome time as a volunteer in that fervice. 
Such were the fteps taken by the young men 
of falhion in that day to accompiiOi themfelvei 
for the fervice of their country. Many of his 
cotemporaries were then firmly engaged, no- 
bly abandoning the enjoyment of estte and ltrx-» 
ury at home, for the opportunity of feeing 
adual fervice. * 

Mr. 



I 
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Mr. Elhtt r^urned in the 17th year of his 
age, to bis native country of Scotland^ and 
was in the &tne year^ ^735> introduced by his 
father, Sir Gilbert^ to Lieut. Col. Peers of the 
33d regiment of foot ^ or Royal Welch Fuzileers, 
then lying in Edinburgh. Sir Gilbert prefented 
him a youth anidous to bear arms for his King 
and country. He was 'acjcordingly entered a 
volunteer in that regimeiMjPtnd continued for 
a twelve-month or more. At this time he 
gave a gromife of his future military talents, 
and fhewed at leaft that he was a foldier au 
ccBur. From the 23d he went into the en^- 
neer corps at Woolwich^ and made great pro- 
grefs in that ftudy, until his uncle. Col. Eliott^ 
brought him in as Adjutant ol^ the fecond 
troop of horfe grenadiei s. In this fituatioik 
he conduced himfelf with the moft exemplary 
attention, and laid the foundation of that diC* 
cipliue which has rendered thofe two troops 
the fineft corps of heavy cavalry in Europe^ the 
Hanoverian bodyguards, and the mufqueteers 
of France not excepted. With thefe troops 
he went upon fervice to Germany in the war be- 
fore lafl, and was with them in a variety of 
adions. At the batde of Dettingen he was 
wounded. In this corps he firft bought the 
rank of Captain and Major, and afterwards 
purchafed the Lieutenant Colonelcy from Col. 
Brewartony who fucceeded his uncle. On ar- 
riving at this rank he refigned his commiffion 
as an engineer, which he had enjoyed along 
with his other rank, and in which fervice he 
had been aftively employed very much to the 
fervice of his country. He had received the, 
inftruftions of the famous engineer BelHdory 

R 2 and 
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and made himfelf compleatly mafter of the 
fcience of gunnery. Had he not difinterefted- 
ly refigned his rank in the engineer depsrt- 
inentj he would now, by regular progreflion, 
have been at the head of that corps, . Soon af- 
ter this he was appointed an Aid-de-camp to 
King George 11. and was already diflinguifhed 
for his military flail and difcipUne, In the 
year 1 759 he quitlM|the fecond troop of horfe 
grenadier guards, ^ing feleded to raife, form, 
and difcipline the firft regiment of light horfe, 
called after him, Eliott^s. As foon as they 
were raifed and formed, he was appointed to 
the command of the cavalry in the expedition 
on the coafts of France, with the rank of Bri- 
gadier-General. After this he paffed into Ger- 
many, where he was employed on the ftaff, and 
greatly diftinguiftied himfelf in a varjety of 
movements, while his regiment difplayed a 
ftriclnefs of difcipline, activity, and enterprize, 
which gained them fignal honour ; and indeed 
they have been the pattern regiment^ botli in 
regard to difcipline and appomtmientj to the 
many light dragoon troops that have, fince 
,that period, been raifed inour fervice.^ . From 
Ger?)iany he was recalled for the purpoie of be- 

^ ing employed as fecond in .command in the 
memorable expedition againft th^ Havannab. 
It was pofljble to find an officer in thefun« 
fhine of the court to whom, under the patro- 
nage of a Prince, the trappings of the chief 

- command might be given ; but an Eliott was 
•wanting to aft, as well as an Albemarle to ihine, 
and for him they were forced to go to the 
dufty plains of Germany. The <drcumftances 

. of that gonqueft are well known. It fcemsas 

if 
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if our brave veteran had always in his eye the 
gallant Lewis de Velafco^ who maintained his 
fiation to thq laft extremity, and when his 
garrifon were flying from his fide, or falling 
at his feet, difdained to call for quarter, but 
fell glorioufly exercifing his fword upon his 
conquerors. 

Our readers will pardon ,us for the recital of 
a fhort anecdote, which spurred immediately 
after the reduftion, as if^fliews, that in the 
very heat and outrages of war, the General 
was not unmindful of the rights of humanity. 
He was particularly eminent among the con- 
querors of the HavatiTiahj for his difinterefted 
procedure, and for checking the horrors of 
indifcriminate plunder. To him, therefore, 
appeals Wiere moft frequently made. A French- 
man who had fufFered greatly by the depreda- 
tions of the foldiery, made application to him, 
and begged, in bad Englijh^ that he would in- 
terfere to have his property reftored. The * 
petitioner's wife, who^was prefent, a woman 
of great fpirit, was angry at the hulft)and for 
his interceffion, and faid, Comment pcuvez'vous 
demander du grace a un homme qui vient ^'ous de* 
pouiller? N^en efperez pas. The hufband per- 
fifting in his application, his wife grew more 
loud in the cenfure, and faid, vous rCetes pas 
Francois! The General who was bufy writing 
at the time, turned to the woman, and £ai^, 
foiiling, Madame ne vousj ecbauffezpas^ceguevO' 
tre mari demande lui ferd accorde ! Oh fauUil 
pour furcroit de malheur^ exclaimed the woman, 
que le barbare park le Francois. The Gener«d 
was fo very much pleafed with the woman's 
fpirit, that he not only procured them their 

property 
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property again, but alio took pains to acconw 
modate them in every refpeft* This has been 
through life the manly charafterillic of the 
General. If he would not fuffer hb troops to 
extend for the fake of plunder (the ravages of 
war) he never impoveriihed them by imjuft 
exadions. He never would confent that his 
Quarter-Mafter's place ihould be fold, " not 
•« only, fays he, *SAecaufe I think it the re- 
«* ward of an hondt veteran foldier ; but alfo, 
•• becaufe I could not fo direftly exercife my 
*' authority in his difmiffion, fliould he behave 
'^ ill-" 

On the peace, his gallant regiment V^ re* 
viewed by • his Maiefty in Hyds Park^ when 
they prefented to the King the ftandards they 
had taken from the enemy. The King grati- 
fied with their high charader, afked General 
Eliotty what mark of his favour he could be- 
ftow on his regiment equal to their merits. 
He anfwered, that his regiment would be 
proud if his Majefty ihould think, that, by 
their fervices, they were entitled to the dif- 
tin Aion of Royals. It was accordingly made a 
royal regiment, with this flattering title- The 
1 5/A or King*s Royal Regiment of Light Dragoons, 
At the fame time, the King expreiTed a defire 
to confer a mark of his favour on the brave 
General; but he declared, that the honour 
and fatisfa^ion of his Majeily's approbation o£ 
his fervices was his beil reward. 

During the peace he was not idle :— his great 
talents in the curious branches of the military 
arts, gave him ample employment j and in 
the year 1775, he was appointed to fucceed 
General A^Court as (Commander in Chief of 
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tlie forces in Ireland. But he did not cbxltinuc 
long in this ftation ; not even long ^lough ta 
unpads all his trunks ; for, finding that inters 
fercnces were made by petty authority deroga-? 
tory to his own, he refiftcd the praftice with be- • 
coming fpirit ; and not chufing to difturb the 
government of the fitter kingdom, on a mat- 
ter perfoiial to himfelf, he folicited to be ro- 
called, and accordingly wite fo, when he was 
appointed to the command of Gibraltar ^ in a 
fortunate hour for the fafety of that impor- 
tantfortrefs. The fyilem of his life, as weU 
as his education, peculiarly qualified him Edt 
this truft. He is, perhaps, the moft abftemious 
man of the age. His food is vegetables, and 
his drink water. He neither indulges himfelf 
in animal food nor wine. He never fleeps 
more than four hours at a time ; fo that he is 
up later and earlier than moft other men. He 
has fb inured himfelf to habits of hardinefs, 
that the things which are difficult and painful 
to other men, are to him his daily practice, 
and are rendered plcafant l>y ufe. It could not 
be eafy to ftarve fuch a man into a furrendiet, 
nor eafy to furprize him. His wants are eiafi]^ 
fupplied, and his watchfulnefs beyond prece- 
dent. The example of the Commander in 
Chief in a befieged garrifon, has a moft pcr- 
fuafive efficacy in forming the manners of the 
foldiery. Like him, his brave followers came 
to regulate their lives by the moft ftrift rules 
of difcipfine before there arofe a neceffity for 
fo doing ; and fevere exercife, with ftiort diet, 
became habitual to them by their own choice. 
The military fyftem of difcipline which he in- 
troduced, ^nd the preparations he made for 
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his defence, were contrived with fo much 
judgment, and executed with fo much ad* 
drefs that he has been able, with a handful of 
men to preferve his poft againft an attack, the 
conftancy of which, even withotit the vigour; 
has been fufficient to exhauft any fet of men/ 
CoUefted within himfelf, he has in no inftancc 
deftroyed, by premature attacks, the labour 
which would coft the enemy time^ patience^ 
and expence to compleat ; he has never fpent 
his ammunition in iifelefs parade, or in unioi* 
jportant attacks. He has never relaxed from 
his difcipline by the appearance of fecurity, 
nor hazarded the lives of his garrifon by wild 
experiments. By a cool and temperate de- 
meanour he maintained^ his ftation for four 
years of conftant inveftment, in which all the 
powets of Spain were employed. All the eyes 
df Europe has been on his garrifon, and his ' 
conduct has juftly exalted him to a moft eleva- 
ted place in the military annals oif the prefent 
day. ' 

The General married a fifter of the prefent 
Sir Francis Drake j and by her has had a fon 
and a daughter. The fon is now Lieut. Colo- 
nel of the 6th (or Innilkilling) reeiment of 
dragoons, and the daughter is marncd to Mr. 
Fuller J of Bayly Park in Suffix. 

His Majefty was gracioufly pleafed in additi- 
on to the order of the Bath, to create him a 
Baron of England by the title of Lord Heath- 
Jicld^ which he enjoyed but a Ihort time, being 
ordered at the late armament againft Spain to 
proceed to Gibraltar^ he died on his paffage. 
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